Town hopes provincial, federal plan

will ease burden of paying for facilities

ith more than $31 million worth

Wof recreation projects wanted—

but can’t be paid for— in the next

10 years, the Town of Halton Hills is hoping

its federal and provincial counterparts can

come up with more money under a sport and
recreation infrastructure program.

The program is being proposed by federal
and provincial ministers of recreation to
increase the levels of physical fitness among
Canadians.

It would be similar to the current munici-
pal infrastructure program now focused on
roads and bridges repair.

“Our infrastructure is falling behind,” said
Wards 3 and 4 Regional Councillor Jane
Fogal. “And as we come up to budget time,
we see in the Recreation and Parks budget
that it’s the same this year as last year— we
can’t afford to put in playgrounds, and some
of the other things people want as our Town
grows.

“Here (the program) is what we're looking
for is some assistance in trying to address
some of the shortfall,” she said.

“Our only other way of doing it is to raise
taxes further.”

“This council, and previous councils, have
put considerable money into recreational
infrastructures over the last number of
years,” agreed Ward 4 Councillor Bob Inglis.
“The Gellert Centre, the arenas, the sports
fields, and so on, and we’re still falling
behind.”

The Town of Halton Hills must operate
and maintain $42 million in sport and recre-
ation facilities, 734 acres of active sports fields
and parks and 647 acres of open space. Plus
the Town has already identified that it will

GET

‘Minor sports groups
are often required to
limit registration
numbers as a result of
available facilities.’

PAUL
STOVER

need another $31 million— which it does not

have— to meet sport and recreation infra-
structure requirements over the next 10 years.

“One of the biggest challenges affecting
participation in physical activity among chil-
dren and youth in Halton Hills is the avail-
ability of recreation and sport infrastructure
such as soccer fields, arenas, trails, and new
recreation and sport pursuits such as BMX
Challenge Parks, outdoor basketball, skate
(board) parks and beach volleyball to name a
few,” said Manager of Facilities Paul Stover
in his report to council. “Minor sports groups
are often required to limit registration num-
bers as a result of available facilities.”

Financial assistance made available
through federal and provincial programs will
be a significant in replacing and building new
recreational facilities, said Stover.

In the meantime, in 2006 the Town’s
Recreation and Parks department plans to
begin work on a Recreation and Parks
Strategic Action Plan.

This plan will form the basis of future
facility and capital planning and program
and service delivery. The Town has set aside
$80,000 for the study, which includes hiring a
consultant.

—By Cynthia Gamble, staff writer
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WARNING

Side effects of joining
Goodlife Fitness Clubs are:

* May lower cholesterol levels

* May improve cardiovascular system
® May prevent heart disease

* May cause you to live longer
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Thursdays

Program for 10:30 am-12
parents & Starting
babies 0-1 Feb 2nd
For 10 wks

FREE! Call Nowl!

Parents will learn music designed to encouraged language
development & interaction with their babies

Babies will experience developmentally appropriate songs,
activities & games

Parents will meet new friends & enjoy coffee/tea & a snack
together

Parents will hear special speakers on relevant topics

Georgetown Community Church
271 Mountainview Rd S, Georgetown
Phone: (905) 877 - 1374
E-mail: Carolyn_Simpson27®@yahoo.ca

Cahin

and receive your

Georgetown Women’s Club

FREE $500 STARTER KIT

Starter Kit includes: Mio Heart Rate Monitor Watch; All Season Jacket; Dry Fit Shirt; Visual Fitness Planner Assessment; Gym Bag.

(Inside the Real Canadian Superstore)

171 Guelph Street

(905) 702-0082

www.goodlifefitness.com

s o)

usters

Weekly on Tuesday mornings from 10 am-12,
Beginning Januay 31, 2006

For parents & children ages infant to 5 yrs
A great follow up to Baby Song

Songs, Videos, & Stories

Free Play with lots of space to crawl or run
Refreshments, Snacks & Socializing
Flexible drop-in format

Come & beat those winter blues!

Georgetown Community Church -

271 Mountainview Rd S, Georgetown =

Phone: (905) 877 - 1374

oodLife

FITNESS CLUBS

Makes it easy’

*To get started, you will be required to pay S1 plus 6.5.T. 26 bi-weekly payments hased
on membership option purchased will commence based on your start date. Offer expires
January 31st, 2006. Other restrictions may apply, see club for details.
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