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Two? Or four? That is the question

day at 11 a.m., and two totally separate
things happened to me.

One: I was just returning to the office after
a photo assignment at the local seniors’ centre
and on the way back, heard the guy on the car
radio ranting how we’re gonna be lambasted
with freezing rain by ‘mid-afternoon.’

Two: I ran into Tom Reynolds of The
Weather Network in the parking lot.

I make a point to never ask Tom what the
weather is gonna be when he’s out in public. I
figure that’s like asking a lawyer a question
about legalities outside his office, or an
accountant about what my RRSP options are.

There is a time and place to ask those ques-
tions, and the parking lot of the local mall
ain’t the place, so Tom always gets a courtesy
pass from ‘weather talk’ with me.

But those two very isolated and unrelated
incidents— meeting Tom and the radio fore-
cast— got me thinking.

From the beginning of time, people have
stared into the sky to ponder the universe, or
to appreciate its many hues and colours and
the moods and emotions it evokes.

Me, I look at the sky to see if it’s gonna
rain... or not. I've come to the conclusion that
my batting average is better than watching
TV or listening to the radio to find out what
the weather is about to do.

Besides, do I really need to know what the
weather is doing in Toronto, Niagara, or any-
where else in the whole of southern Ontario?

Nope, all I worry about is the driving condi-
tions between me and my arm chair at home.

Perhaps it’s my farm background, but
that’s how I handle inclement weather— I
deal with it once it actually gets here.

After all, if you tune into the weather sta-
tions on TV or the radio and they tell you it’s
gotta rain cats and dogs, or dump snow on us,
what are you really gonna do about it?

It was Tuesday morning, actually Tues-

—

Send it back for another opinion?

Change your life plans?

Nope, ya just deal with it, plain and sim-

le.

Now if they're forecasting a huge storm of
earth-shattering capacities, I may think twice
before heading out on a major road trip, but for
the most part, I just wait and see. I refuse to let
the electronic weather wizards push my but-
tons, ‘cuz many times they’re not even close.

Besides, they sensationalize it too.

How often have we heard about a ‘major
winter storm’ coming in, ‘with expected accu-
mulations of 5 to 10 centimetres of snow’?

Immediately, the whole world is galva-
nized into ‘storm watch’ mode, and they
develop white knuckles as they slide behind
the wheel.

Take a moment to think about that people.

How much snow is 5 to 10 centimetres?
About 2 to 4 inches; maybe up to your ankles.

If that much snow causes you to freak out,
I'm of the opinion you really shouldn’t pos-
sess a valid Ontario driver’s licence.

When I headed out of the office Tuesday
night, and peered up into the sky and sur-
veyed the icy conditions of the streets and the
roads, there was only one thought that went
through my mind as I unlocked my vehicle.

Do I use two-wheel drive?

Or four?

SPRIGGS INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED,

(Your local insurance partner since 1972)
8 WESLEYAN STREET, GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO L7G 2E1 %

We offer quality insurance coverage for your:
* Business
* Home and Automobile
* Recreational vehicles and watercraft
¢ Farm

You can count on:
* Professional client support and advice

offered by dedicated insurance brokers

* Easy pay options

We represent many of the largest insurance companies in Canada

Contact us today for a no-obligation quote:
Telephone: 905-877-5113 Toll Free: 1-888-532-8119
Fax: 905-877-4695 Email: georgetownoffice@spriggs.ca

Call 905-451-2729 to register.

Small Engine
Night School

Course 2006

Instruction by Don Hamilton,
a Master Mechanic with 38 years of
& experience and award winning performance.
sLearn the basics of maintenance and care for your small equipment.
*Save $$$ on minor repairs and preventative maintenance.
*Be prepared for each season before it arrives.
Tuesday evenings 7 - 9 pm

at Adam’s Rental and Repair.
334 Guelph St., Georgetown

Cost $20 per class for 8 weeks, plus manual fee.

Georgetown District Christian School
11643 Trafalgar Road, Georgetown

Does your community-based project and/or
program need funding assistance?

The Halton Healthy Community Fund

is now accepting proposals for 2006

Child
Abuse
Breaks
Hearts

Come and join us

Open House

Wed. Jan. 25, 2006

9:30 am - 3:00 pm
7:00—8:30 p.m.

Visit us at
www.gdcs.org

For more information call:
905-877-4221

The Halton Healthy Community Fund - What is it?

The Halton Healthy Community Fund is made up of a group of partners that come together to fund
worthwhile, community-based projects that make Halton a healthier community. For more information,
please call 905-825-6000, ext. 2502. Or call toll free at 1-866-4HALTON (1-866-442-5866).

The 2006 Halton Healthy Community Fund Guidelines & Submission p
Forms are now available. L%“"

6.,

Healthy Community Funders
of Halton

To request your copy of the 2005 Guidelines, call 905-873-2601, ext. 2261
or copies can be found on-line at:

http://www.region.halton.on.ca/SCS/FinancialAssistance/Funding/

Where can | get more information?

Attend the upcoming Public Information Sessions and find out about:
¢ Criteria to qualify for funding
* How to complete the proposal
* Hear success stories

Please join us for the Public Information Session

(approx. 1 hour presentation, followed by a Question and Answer Period)

Please join us for the Public Information Session
Thursday, Jan. 26, 2006 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Halton Hills Civic Centre, Council Chambers

1 Halton Hills Drive (Maple Ave. & Trafalgar Rd.)

Halton Hills (Georgetown)

The Halton Hills information session will also provide details on:
+ The Municipal Assistance Program
+ The Trillium Foundation

+ Communities in Action Fund, through the Ministry of Citizenship,
Culture, Tourism and Recreation

TOWN OF

AN LAITONHILLS 7o register, please call: 905-873-2601, ext. 2261

Funding partners: City of Burlington; Burlington Community Foundation; Community Foundation of Oakuville; Ministry of Community
& Social Services; Ontario Trillium Foundation; Regional Municipality of Halton; Town of Halton Hills; Town of Milton; Town of
Oakville; United Way of Burlington, Hamilton-Wentworth; United Way of Milton; United Way of Oakville; United Way of Halton Hills

o

Child abuse is a
far-reaching
problem that affects
children of all ages,
socioeconomic
levels and
ethnicities. It is
every adult’s
responsibility to
help stop child
abuse by reporting
suspected abuse or
neglect. If you
believe a child has
been harmed, or is
in danger of being
harmed, call your
local department of
children and family
services or your
local police
department. If you
are a parent, do
your best to provide
a nurturing, loving
home environment
for your child. If
you need help doing
this, there are
resources to help
you - look online or
in the phone book,
or ask for assistance
through your
church or your
child’s school. If we
all do our part to
prevent child abuse,
we'll get to the
heart of the matter.
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