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Letters to the editor

Firefighter dismayed with town’s view of OMERS changes

Dear editor,

I am writing to express my dis-
may at Halton Hills council’s overre-
action and misleading of the public
over the proposed changes to the
Ontario Municipal Employees
Retirement System (OMERS).

To say they would no longer have
any say in the governance of the plan
is untrue. Municipalities would
maintain equal representation on the
board with municipal employees.

What this legislation allows, is for
municipal employees to bargain
with their employers changes to
their pension plan. It also removes
the provincial government’s over-
sight of the plan. The provincial gov-
ernment, as a guarantor of the plan,
held the final say over any proposed
changes to it, even though they had
no employees enrolled and had

made no contributions to it.

OMERS has proven itself over the
past 40 years to be one of the best
run and most successful pension
plans in the world. The provincial
government has seen fit to right a
long standing wrong and allow fair-
ness in the OMERS pension plan.

As a firefighter, we are one of the
groups who have been long pushing
for the proposed changes. Police and
fire make up 10 per cent of the mem-
bers of OMERS yet pay 30 per cent
of the premiums. We want to get
some of our money that has been
contributed into our plan back in
enhanced benefits. I have seen many
of our members die early of occupa-
tional disease and we have a greatly
shortened life expectancy. We
would like the ability to retire earlier
at full pension.

Any enhancements would have to
be negotiated directly with the
employer (cities and towns across
Ontario). What bothers municipalities
is that the tables are no longer unfairly
slanted in their favour with their con-
trol over the board between provincial
and municipal representatives.

I am certain with the Town of
Halton Hills” track record of failing
to properly fund municipal services
(especially essential services such as
fire protection) that they don’t want
to make the tough decisions at the
budget table, or perhaps have to
take money from some of their pet
projects that offer little benefit to the
taxpayers of Halton Hills. Rick
Bonette has lost my support for
another term as our mayor.

Steven Buckingham,
Georgetown
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20 times in 24 years
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9years in a row!

Accord Sedan SE
model CM5636J shown

,* FUEL EFFICIENCY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Accord continues to be one of the leading
intermediates in fuel efficiency and low emissions.?
9.1L/100 km (31 mpg) City (M); 6.4L/100 km (44 mpg) Highway (M)’
9.7L/100 km (29 mpg) City (A); 6.3L/100 km (45 mpg) Highway (A)*
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ACCORD SEDAN SE Embark on your winter family

fun in the richly enhanced style and responsive handling of Canada’s
#1 selling intermediate”, a Car and Driver 10Best 9 years running!
Features include: 2.4L 166hp SAE* i-VTEC® Engine with VTC™ » 5-Speed
Automatic Transmission> Anti-Lock Braking System (ABS) » Power Moonroof
with Tilt, Privacy Glass & Sunshade » 4-Wheel Disc Brakes ...and more.
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UDYSSEY I_X Whatever the conditions, experience
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Odyssey’s outstanding performance and take comfort in its ﬁ PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS OAL.
family-friendly safety engineering. Features include: 3.5L 244hp SAE* @
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The excellent fuel efficiency of Odyssey LX gives you a city/highway
range of over 750 kilometers using regular octane gasoline?
12.5L/100 km (23 mpg) City; 8.5L/100 km (33 mpg) Highway (A)’

SOHC V6 VTEC® Engine > Vehicle Stability Assist™ (VSA®) » Driver & Front
Passenger 6-Airbag System (SRS) and 3-Row Side Curtain Airbags
> Manual Front & Rear Heating Controls...and more.
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Association of Canada
‘Best New Economy Car’
2006
INSURANCE INSTITUTE
The Only Gold Award
Winner among Small Cars
2006

ﬁ FUEL EFFICIENCY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

On all 2006 Civic models, standard i-VTEC® technology provides
outstanding highway mileage.’ Civic Coupe and Sedan:

7.8L/100 km (36 mpg) City (M); 5.7L/100 km (50 mpg) Highway (M)*

8.21/100 km (34 mpg) City (A); 5.7L/100 km (50 mpg) Highway (A)’
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MOTOR TREND

‘Car of the Year’

2006 Civic Sedan EX

model FA1586JX shown

THE AI.I. NEW CIVIC Enjoy the ride with the podium-worthy

performance and incomparable safety that every new 2006 Civic delivers in
all kinds of weather. Sedan and Coupe features include: Striking NEW Design
Inside and Out > 1.8L 140hp SAE* SOHC i-VTEC® Engine > Two-Tier Instrument
Panel » MP3 Compatible High-Power Audio System > Power Windows &
Door Mirrors...and more. Starting from $16,980 msre+

Honda’s commitment to “Safety For Everyone” provides outstanding occupant protection.

4 VISIT AND LOCATE YOUR NEAREST DEALER AT: \
| Ontario Honda Dealers www.hondaontario.com W
tHe SMARTER wav 70 BUY. HONDA

Lease and finance offers are from Honda Canada Finance Inc., on approved credit. Based on a 2006 Accord Sedan SE, model CM5636J (+10dyssey LX, model RL3826E). Lease for 48 months at $317.99 (+1$348.00)
per month plus applicable taxes with 96,000 km allowance (12¢/km exceeding allowance). $4,963.00 (+1$7,132.00) down payment or equivalent trade acceptable to dealer ($0 down on approved credit from Honda
Canada Finance Inc.). Initiation payment of $6,125.14 (+1$8,654.00) includes down payment, first monthly payment, registration, security deposit of $0, freight and PD.E. and taxes. PPSA is additional. Total freight
and P.D.E.is $1,310.00 (+1$1,455.00). Total lease payment is $23,312.50 (+1$27,463.40). Option to purchase at lease end for $12,925.00 (11$15,936.00) and taxes. Accord (+10dyssey) leases calculated with finance
rate of 5.9%. Rate may change effective February 1, 2006 and will affect down payment, security deposit, residual value and initiation figures. Dealer may lease for less. /11/*Offers valid through January 31, 2006
at participating dealers only. See participating dealer for details. Offers subject to change by manufacturer at any time. May not be combined with any other promotion. ¥MSRP does not include freight, PD.E. or taxes.
AHorsepower and torque calculations reflect new SAE J1349 procedures revised August 2004. ()See dealer for 2006 EnerGuide or visit vehicles.gc.ca. =As reported by DesRosiers Automotive Consultants, Jan. 2005.

Reluctant voter will
Think Twice this time

Dear editor,

There are tons of reasons why I love living in the
Halton Hills-Erin area, but voting in federal elections
is not one of them. Until Canada adopts proportional

representation, my votes usually don’t count.

In this election, many Canadians are saying, ‘It's
time for a change’, and leaning toward leader

Stephen Harper and his Conservatives.

But my Canada does not include tearing up the
Kyoto Accord, which sets out a desperately needed
blueprint for action on climate change. It does not
include rollback of the landmark national child care
program recently negotiated with all 10 provinces.
My Canada does not include a health care system
that is commercialized and privatized, or joining
George Bush in his next misguided war in the Middle

East.

My Canada does include decent housing programs
for low income and homeless Canadians, and accessi-
ble fees for college and university students. It does
include a new national strategy for people with dis-
abilities, pay equity legislation, and the agreement
just achieved with First Nations at the Aboriginal
Summit, targeting funds to alleviate a housing and
health care crisis for some of Canada’s most vulnera-

ble citizens.

It’s not my usual choice, but this election, I'm vot-
ing Liberal in Wellington-Halton Hills.

I urge all citizens who think it’s time for a change
to visit the Web site of the non-partisan coalition,
Think Twice on January 23 (www.thinktwicecanada-
.ca), which encourages all Canadians to vote strategi-

cally this federal election.

CORRECTION NOTICE

Samsung S4212 42” Plasma EDTV 10061664. On pg. 4
of our January 13th flyer, this product is advertised for
$2299.99 after a $400 savings. In fact, it is $2299.99
after a $100 savings.
We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused
our valued customers and thank you for your patience.

Tooth Chatter

L

by
ALEX

TRENTON
DENTURIST

FRONT TEETH ARE VERY VALUABLE!
A front tooth is worth $309,000.00 or .12 cents,
depending upon how much you figure, according
to a survey by the American Association of
Endodontists reported in the Chicago Tribune. The
materials that go into making up the average
tooth-calcium, phosphorous, water, etc. cost only
about .76 cents to buy. But in a survey of 1,023 men
and women taken by the association, people put a
much higher value on their teeth, Nearly one-
fourth of the respondents said that they wouldn't
sell a tooth for anything. About 15 percent said that
they'd want at least §1 million, but the rest were
not so demanding and the average asking price
from the entire group came out to $309,000.00!
Wow! If you have any interesting “tooth tidbits”
you would like to share with our readers, give us a
call or mail it to our office. We would love to hear
from you!

You do not need a referral; simply call our office direct,

/

Creating confident smiles since 1982. _m

Alexander Trenton, D.D., FC.A.D. (A)
Denturist
Georgetown Denture Clinic,
18 Church Street,
Georgetown, Ontario

(905) 877-2359

(Across from the Library and Cultural Centre)

www.georgetowndentureclinic.com

Liz Armstrong,

entfreepress.com
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