Provincial bill could hit local taxpayers’ wallets

alton residents could be
hit with a tax increase of
bout $35 if a provincial

bill proposed to reform municipal
employees’ pension plans comes to
be. |

The potential 2.1 per cent
increase for the average taxpayer
would be a result of Bill 206— An
Act to Revise the Ontario Municipal
Employee Retirement System
(OMERS) Act.

“The bill includes significant and
potentially costly changes to the
governance structure of OMERS,” a
staff report from Halton Director of
Human Resources Tom Clark read.

“If passed, it would allow for
greater employer and member con-
trol and would permit the creation of
expensive supplemental plans to

YOU FROM JOE AND AT
GEORGETOWN FRUIT MARKET

All good things come to an end. My time here was not just good, it was great. Thirty-three years ago I
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opened up a fruit market with the promise of provi
in town. From day one you, the customers,. responded positively, and have been loyal ever since.

All my years within the buisiness hive been enjoyable. The-best-past of owning the fruit market was not
only that it was a good place to shop for your fresh produce; but the fagt that the environment was more of a
family relationshipeth with'the employeées and customers. Everyday I could go to work knowing I would see
many of my friends and hear another great story or joke. That is what I will miss the most.

[ would like to take the opportunity to thank all of you wonderful customers who have been there from
the start or came later on and remained loyal. The experience has been unforgettable, and I had the time of
my life. I wish everyone the best in the years ahead. Working may have come to an end as my wife and I
choose to retire, but friendships last forever and that’s what we have made here with all of you.

Thank you all for an unforgettable ride. A journey that does not end here, but instead continues on a
different path, the journey of life, with all of you still on board for the ride, living in our wonderful

provide optional enhanced benefits.”

Since regional employees and
Halton Regional Police take part in
the OMERS plan, staff has estimat-
ed these potential supplemental
plans could mean a $5.3 million
increase in contributions from the
Region, which would be covered by
taxes.

This reflects an estimated poten-
tial 20.7 per cent jump in costs asso-
ciated with the proposed supple-
mental plans for regional employees
at a normal retirement age (65) and
a possible 101.5 per cent increase in
expenses for the plans for police
officers, who typically retire when
they re 60. -

But regional council isn’t taking
the matter lying down. At its meet-
ing last week, council passed a reso-
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On behalf of my wife, Maria, and my sons Antonio and Andrea we would like to thank all of you,
customers, business associates and employees over the great and unforgettable 33 years, for a lifetime of
memories! We would especially like to thank all those who celebrated our final weekend with us. Your
gratitude was beyond belief making us appreciate how important we were in your lives. Cheers to a wonderful

We look forward to seeing you around!
Sincerely,

+ All Inclusive Co-Ed, 10,000 sg. ft, Facility  + Free Weights & Universal Machines =
' Wide Variety of Cardio Equipment
' Change Rooms with Dry Saunas

+ Equipment Orientation
 Complete Fitness Assessmen
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- lution voicing its opposition to the

bill and requesting the Province
reconsider the advisability of pro-
ceeding with it in its current form.

Regional Chairman Joyce Savo-
line is going to write letters to the
Premier, Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing, local MPPs
and the Association of Municipal-
ities of Ontario to let them know
regional council doesn’t support the
changes to the OMERS plan in Bill
206.

“This is just wrong,” she said. “I
don’t understand why this is a
smart thing to do.”

In addition, the Region is send-
ing letters out to all four local
municipal councils seeking support
for its position. .

—By Melanie Hennessey,special
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(Hwy. #7 & Mountainview) |
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The Home Depot has
Installation Services
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_ But don‘t just take our word for it

“If you're going to do
something, do it right

the first time.”

Mike Holmes
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Call 1-800-79-DEPOT o
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this coupon and receive: |
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o New oil filter &
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+ Check and top up all luids including brake fiuid,
1§ transmission fluid, power steering fluid, radiator antifreeze
+ Visual inspection of befts, hoses, cooling system and electrical systems

i 1 FREE tire rotaton
'+ FREE tre baance
1§ + FREE engine shampoo

 FREE antifreezetest ot o
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* Domestic & Import
Vehicles
* New Car Maintenance

* Brakes

* ABS

» Safety Checks

* Cooling Systems

* Fuel Injection

s Computer Analysis
* Exhaust
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* Tune-Ups
* Suspension Service

* Air Conditioning
 Electrical

+ Transmission & Service
'Tires

» All General Repairs

» Emission Diagnosis

o Lube, Oil & Filter

* Diesel

email: tumerauto@onaibn.com -
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