Tips to get ready for winter

e Ontario Real Estate Association
and your local Realtor offer the fol-
lowing advice to help you prepare

your home for winter. It all starts with a
careful, thorough inspection of the outside
of your home and the areas that may need
special attention. In some areas the mainte-
nance you'll need to do can be relatively
simple and done by yourself; in other cases
you may need to call in a professional to
deal with a problem.
Clear the eavestroughs

Eavestroughs that are blocked with
leaves, bird’s nests or other material can cre-
ate problems for you during the winter.
With lots of snow and freezing temperature,
this debris can freeze and form ice dams in
the troughs which will force water to back
up under the shingles or down through the
siding and eventually enter the house.

Clean material from the eavestrough
carefully and make sure downspouts and
joints are free of blockages by running a
plumber’s snake or a straightened out metal
coathanger through them. Don't lean a lad-
der against the troughs; it may pull them
out of alignment.

Check the chimney

Blocked chimney’s.can also cause many
problems. Use a flashlight or a mirror on a
sunny-day to look down your chimney to_,
check for blockages. If it needs cleaning to
get ready of debris, soot or tar, a profession-
al cleaner can do the job/€asily witha-vacu-
um machine.

When you are inspecting the chimney
make sure you look for mortar damage
between the bricks, and spaces in the flash-
ings around the flue or the base of the chim-
ney. You may need to make some repairs
by caulking the trouble spots.

Check your roof

While you're checking the chimney, take
a close look at your roof. Damaged shingles
should be replaced, and other small repairs
made where necessary. Sometimes it's only
possible to discover the damage through
watermarks on ceilings inside your house.

While roofing usually stays in good
shape for many years, as the house gets
older you may want to ask a reputable roof-
ing professional to do a thorough check to
see whether you need major repairs. If
they’re are needed, and they will be at some
time, it’s better to do them sooner than later.

Look for spaces in joints

Wherever two parts or different material

come together on the outside of your home

there is potential for damaging spaces that

could let in water or drafts. Particularly

. check the areas around windows and doors,

plumbing, exhaust and ventilation vents,
roof /corner joints, foundation joints, etc..
Spaces-in these areas need to be filled
with caulking or putty. It's not a difficult
job, and if you do it properly it can last for
four or five years.
Insulate
[nsulation, for the most part, is an inside
job but-keep-it in mind when you are
preparing your house for winter. Proper
insulation can dramatically reduce your
heating costs, and help make“your home
omforfable. Proper ventilation;combined

“With insulation, can lessen excess visible

and hidden condensation which can be the
cause of damage to your structure.

For homeowners now is the time to
undertake these special maintenance jobs
that will protect your home and keep you
and your family warm and comfortable
during the months ahead.
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IMMACULATE BUNGALOW..

on a quiet street. 3 bedrooms boasting
5+ | hardwood floors. Living room, dining room
il 14 and eat-in kitchen. Ceramics in kitchen and
#... both bathrooms. Basement has 2nd

4 kitchen, one bedroom & 3 pc bathroom.
California shutters in living and dining
room. Large yard and plenty of parking in
driveway. Front porch for summer evenings.
$279,900. Call Donna Rae*.

IMMACULATE

e 3 bedroom, 2 washroom townhome in
T | Georgetown. Large living room (could be
| dining room combination). Includes 3

appliances. Kitchen has a pantry area.

Ceramics in the front hall, kitchen and

both washrooms. Single car garage.

Finished basement with patio walkout to

private area. Call quickly on this one.

Donna Rae".

A BEAUTY

Gorgeous 3 yr old home including 3
bedrooms and 3 washrooms. The master
boasts 4 pc. ensuite and walk-in closet.
Large kitchen with ceramics, extra pantry
space and 9’ patio door walkout to patio.
B Rec room completely drywalled and potlights.
Large living room that could be combined as
B a living room and dining room. Central vac.
Dnn’t miss the opportunity to view this
absolutely spotless home. $309,900.
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This remarkable 4 bdrm country estate offers elegant liv- gt nning home on 3.11 acres of lawn a‘hd-‘ trees. 4
ing space on 2.8 acres of natural treed land. Completely .- g 9 - :

~ bdrms, cosy family room with Franklin stove, kitchen
renovated throughout with striking country style galley for the largest of families with walkout. Ingrﬂund pool.
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