Remembering...

Remembrance Day ser-
vices were held this past
weekend in Acton, Geo-
rgetown and Glen Will-
lams. (Right) A Mountie at
the Georgetown service
sports a poppy on her hat.
(Bottom left) Frank Koen of
Acton proudly takes part in
the Acton ceremony under
grey skies. (Bottom right)
Cayleigh Graham, 2, shows
her support for the veter-
ans during the Glen Will-
iams parade.
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NEW TRISHA
S ROMANCE

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

* No Tax on print!
¥ * 25% OFF Framing!
» =2 Prints - Same Offer

rt Effect’s “M ASTERPIECE MIRRORS”
each one exquisite & a perfect gift
under $50
Trisha Romance Plates, Plate Frames,
Record Album Frames, Decorative Art Prints
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Our Silent Auction is back this year in time
for Christmas!
During November only, bid on your favourite
picture. Auction closes Wed. Nov. 30
- top bidder takes print! It’s Easy - It’s Fun.
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Gallery & Framing Centre
348 GUELPH ST. GEORGETOWN 905 877-7491
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D-Day invasion at Normandy
overshadowed Italian campaign

Continued from pg. 6

those (troops) who had taken part in
the Sicilian and Italian campaigns
were almost ignored. D-Day was the
big story, not us. We’d spent more
than a year fighting in horrible condi-
tions, and were later called the ‘D-Day
Dodgers’ because we weren’t taking
part in the landings at Normandy. It
really hurt to be called that— we’d
gone through hell to get there.”

Rollinson’s experiences didn’t stop
there, as his outfit was ordered to take
Lake Trasimeno, the same place
Hannibal had fought the Roman army
with his elephants in 217 BC.

This time however, the Germans
were chased out as the Canadians
made a dash to free the area.

On to Florence, where the Germans
had looted the city before the
Canadians arrived, and as winter set
in, the tracks on the tanks were frozen
into the ground as Rollinson’s outfit
waited until February to get the tanks
moving again.

On to Marseilles, France, then on a
five-day convoy to Mouscron,
Belgium, as Rollinson’s tour was
drawing him closer to the end of the
war.

March 21, five days later, attached
to the 49th British Division, the
squadron was in Holland, attacked to
advance to Arnhem, and by May 8,
1945, they were in Wageningen, as the
Germans surrendered.

[ was later sent to Meerkerk
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(Holland) to help administrate the dis-
tribution of food and supplies for the
local residents,” said Rollinson, “I was
there from July to September 1945 in
the north of Holland.”

September 15, 1945 is a key date in
Ed Rollinson’s life— it’s the day he

. came home, after serving four years

and five months overseas.

Discharged October 31, 1945, it had
been a long adventure.

All that time, Rollinson had been
operating his ‘office on wheels’,
always keeping on top of the intelli-
gence information as well as being
responsible for recording the regi-
ment’s war diaries— often under
enemy fire and in danger. |

But his first concern was always the
troops- his friends and comrades.

“I always assessed the intelligence
with the hopes of saving our troops at
the expense of the enemy,” said
Rollinson. “I like to think I was suc-
cessful. If I saved a few of them
through my work, I think I did okay.”

As it turned out, the Second World
War wasn’t the end of Rollinson’s ser-
vice to his country. By the time the
Korean campaign eame along in the
1950s, he’d been working as a civil ser-
vant, still looking after the interests of
his comrades in his position at
Veterans’ Affairs and later at
Sunnybrook Hospital.

And regarding Korea, as Rollinson
so aptly states, “That’s another story to
be told.

—By Ted Brown, staff writer
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