Convert your wood fireplace to gas

ith autumn soon here and

the nights ever colder, your

thoughts will eventually
turn to your fireplace. After all, in the
chilly months, there's no better way to
relax— and defrost— than by snuggling
up to a fire. Think back to purchasing
your home. Surely the wood-burning
flreplace was a major selling point.

But it's time to 'fess up: how often do
you use it? If you're like many homeown-
ers, probably only as often as you can tol-
erate lugging heavy wood through the
house (or paying big bucks for synthetic
logs), searching for kindling, worrying
about the fire going out and cleaning up
the messy ashes afterward.

The hassle of wood is one reason why
so many people are choosing natural gas
fireplaces these days. Other natural gas
benefits include higher efficiency, clean-
er air and cost savings. Based on typical
usage, it costs about $110 annually to
operate a natural gas fireplace. A wood-
burning unit costs about $250 to operate.
Learn more about the benefits of natural
gas fireplaces at uniongas.com.

But if you already have a masonry
wood-burning fireplace, you're not out
of luck. Converting from wood to gas is
simple, affordable and surprisingly
speedy.

Start your renovation project today
and by holiday season youll be able to
gather around the hearth with family
and friends.

All you really need is a natural gas
insert: a self-contained box with a glass
front, containing a burner and ceramic
logs that fits inside your existing fire-
place. You'll find them at your local fire-
place retailer.

What should you look for when
shopping? Your first consideration 1s
size. Bring measurements (height, width
and depth) of your current fireplace
with you to find the correct sized insert,

recommends Bill Lassaline, owner of.

The Source, a fireplace retailer with loca-
tions in Hamilton and Greensville.

You should also consider an insert's
heating BTU output, which typically
range from 10,000 to 40,000 BTUs. Your
choice will mostly depend on the size of
your room.

Energy efficiency is a factor as well.
The EnerGuide labelling system, long
used to identify energy efficient appli-
ances, now rates gas fireplaces.

Appearance is also a consideration.
Selection is vast when it comes to face-
plates, louvers, doors, tiling and man-
tles. Traditional finishes such as black
marble are still around, but consider
modern: creative finishes such as glass
tile and.stainless steel, and new styles
such as exposed sides.

Non-aesthetic optional features to
look for include a fan or blower, which
distributes the heat (most inserts come
with one) and a thermostatic remote con-
trol, which lets you adjust the size of
your fire from the comfort of your couch.

Once you've ordered your insert and
faceplate, talk to the retailer about
scheduling installation.

The technicians will take care of
everything, including attaching the gas
line and installing the chimney liner,
and within four to six hours, you could
be relaxing next to a beautiful fire -
which you started with the flick of a

switch.
—News Canada
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Our professionals take pride in doing the job RIGHT the first time! With
over 30 years serving the community, our reputation for making clients
happy is something we hold highly. We think you'll agree that, when it

comes to any type of flooring...nobody does it better than Carpet One!

B st T o 1 G o e ] b e S B et e e LA L e s e e T T Pl P T [ T o e L e e e T s e el o e T e G LR T i L e A il RS AR i N 1 71 1o LS bt 17 2T Lttt inlls TH R et e e A T L o T e T A B Tl =
Ry cange ol o SEE L BRI FLdiEoEn _-\.-' e A S itk e || {IThili== oIy = 11 YRR ot VLR et ST __" LIS ?I Jalils 2T ":'.'?:' = Il B _|_;.I.!__ Rl S Tt jin=anhssTn N -:I'E= BFiaE .____l. HEE S |: "'ll'-\. _,\..___u_. _: _ £ : '=-'E'I'-' 3l .: s Topglr SR
il gl et ol A e e e L L) Gaiiinss b =i LT e 1T e P 1:17 ¥ g S e A L= 1] | IR AL La T T I = 5T T S=el]+
R e L B e e e e S A e S F | : T L Loty (o I'Il.'T_'- ngizemy i SR E TR LT GAEEE
=5 i BT .\, AT ".I-' O ' LI LR :':;“‘.' e .I-.-I:.- - | EE- ST S E ST o HEE T (T v i -h-ﬁ- i =01 HiEe L H e i
2 T Ly begd T 7 i e ntin et Th ki 7 == nny STipy e 1ibiil . =N = = L HT sy = Oy, 2L =i T e A = o ! i e -
3. T T ! PR i z =i e W . il Bl I ¥ 5 ohiie, ; i . 5 1 T A A, ' 1 = =
\ y i i i Bl 1 B Tt A Y T s E @ 1 =auh | i i 3 B = 1 g § B ] :
? i3 i L T 1 L. ; V) = -i1p] Iy - 1y i H : h, B l e ; i B |'\I =)
d X Pt i L g ,-.. fre a0 e 2 ,;_._ i e ¥ .:I- L '.- = .\_ = ¥ I e FEn N T - i r.
TR E o1 e T 0 [Hiris SE T rin:io
BT '--""' d
. e e oy = T 74 1 £ B [ e Th T = E114 [ i S e T T T e B LT e b [ 5 oHT == 115 : s Ra b=
e i, ) it v '_'I": R _'I' I 5 :.'I et R VY, I W BaEsEan .'.:Ii'. s i L ISl T o ".:I'-L- 2lon -:J”-'I' 0 'I'I'.'.' B 135 -CHUE TSR HE S R Sl r'_;. = Sel LA, T (Tl LR P P P LS IS FNE i L Lt S B it PR R B B0 e Wiy it "'::

26 Guelph St., Downtown Georgetown ( Comer of Guelph & Mill St.) » 905 877-9896
carpetone.com The One Store For Your Perfect Floor.
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