Council nixes sludge

Wants more information before applied to park

ear of the unknown— the applica-

tion of biosolids (sludge) on the

Trafalgar Rd. Sports Park— led
many Halton Hills councillors to send a
message to Halton Region staff, essentially
saying “come back and explain this to us—
and maybe we’ll consider it.”

Halton Hills council recently deferred

the report on the proposal to a future meet-
ing when Halton Region staff will be invit-
ed to make a presentation on the process.

Councillors Ron Chatten, Clark
Somerville and Bryan Lewis opposed the
deferral.

Halton Region’s Biosolids Recycling
Program is one way Halton Region deals
with the more than 350,000 litres of human
waste each year that is treated and recy-
cled as biosolids. The program has been
operating in the region’s rural area for
more than 25 years. Sewage sludge is the
organic by-product of the region’s seven
wastewater treatment plants and about
20,000 tonnes of dewatered solids are
spread on farmland annually as a free ser-
vice. The biosolids are recognized as a
high quality fertilizer for agricultural
properties.

The program operates under a
Certificate of Approval issued by the
Ministry of the Environment and Energy,
which inspects and approves all individual
farm fields benefiting from the procedure.
It also follows guidelines set up by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs and by the Ministry of Health.
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the biosolids onto a
portion of the Trafalgar
Rd. Sports Park that is
being rented to a local
farmer. The soccer
pitches currently locat-
ed in the park will not
be sprayed.

Councillors” con-
cerns included odour,
increased truck traffic,
spreading on the sur-
face as opposed to
being buried, close
proximity to the urban
area, the timeframe to
allow future use for
play fields, chemistry

BRYAN of ’Fhe nutrients and
LEWIS lack of communication
about the procedure to the public.

“They (farmers) love to have this on the
field because they can tell you the differ-
ence where it is and where it isn’t, and 1
respect that opinion,” said Lewis, the most
vocal opponent to the procedure on this
parkland. “But here we’re helping a
farmer who rents this land, and I think the
downside is far greater than the plus side.
I think we would be making a mistake if
we endorse putting this stuff on this land.

“We should just tell the Region, we
don’t want it there, today, tomorrow or
two weeks from now. So from that stand-
point, I simply say ‘No"”.

—By Cynthia Gamble,
staff writer

‘I think we
would be making a
mistake if we
endorse putting
this stuff on this
land.’ o
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Date: Saturday, November 12th, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. |

Theme: “TWAS THE LIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS”
ENTRY FORM

Name of Group: . *

 Street Address: | City:
Postal Code: Telephone: :
 Float Design (Brief Description): | : *

Number of Marchers/Walkers:
| Overall Length including Marchers/Walkers: .
Special Requests: o
ENTRY FORM MUST BE RETURNED BY

- . OCTOBER 31st, 2005 X
A% VW= (pOLICE REQUIREMENT) :

Mail to: LIONS SANTA CLAUS PARADE
Box 73, Georgetown, ON. L7G 4T1
EI LLOYD 905-877-6831
AL WATT 905-877-9896

WHILE THERE IS NO ENTRY FEE,
A CONTRIBUTION WOULD BE APPRECIATED 10
OFFSET THE RISING COS1S5.

PARADE ROUTE

’ Guelph St. from

P Sinclair to Mill St.

and Charles St. to
the Fairgrounds

Proceeds to Georgetown

Hospital Emergency Room

Renovation Project.




