10 Acton/Georgetown, Friday, October 21, 2005

Contentious tree bylaw finally approved after years of debate

e Region’s updated tree bylaw was given a
stamp of approval by Halton council recently,
bringing to a close years of hard work, revisions

and public consultation.

The bylaw, which will apply to all woodlands that
are .5 hectares or larger and greenlands outside those
woodlands, is designed to protect local trees and pre-
vent clear cutting or abject destruction these resources.

Halton Hills Wards 3/4 Regional Councillor Jane
Fogal said, “I look forward to this going into effect. This
has been a contentious issue. I really thought we were
never going to get to this point.”

She also thanked the farming community for “stick-
ing with it.”

The Region’s current tree bylaw came into effect in
1983. The updated bylaw implements more substantial
fines for those who violate it. For an individual’s first
conviction, the fine goes from a maximum of $5,000 to
$10,000 or $1,000 per tree, whichever is greater.
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Subsequent convictions would be a maximum of
$25,000 and $2,500 per tree.

Corporations can be charged up to $50,000 or $5,000
per tree on a first conviction under the new bylaw and
$100,000 or $10,000 per tree for any following convic-
tions.

The bylaw also includes a new provision for stop
work orders when the bylaw is being violated. An
enforcement officer can go on-site and issue an order to
discontinue activity, whereas under the current bylaw
the Region has to get a court injunction for that to hap-
pen.

Removing dead trees, branches and damaged trees
for safety reasons and normal farming practices aren’t
restricted in the new bylaw.

A permit will be required or a forest management
plan will have to be filed to harvest trees outside the
urban area.

A permit and management plan will be necessary to
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cut trees in an urban area. A special council permit,
issued at the discretion of council, will be needed for
clear cutting.

Landowners who want to remove 24 cubic metres of
trees annually for their own use in woodlands outside
the urban area must use good forestry practices and not
reduce tree density in the woodlands to below standard.

In addition to approving the new bylaw, the resolu-
tion council supported also directs:

* That the appropriate elements of a woodlands
stewardship program be defined this year to assist in
introducing the new bylaw January 1.

* That legal and planning staff enter into discussions
with local municipalities and Conservation Halton on a
process for the administration and enforcement of the
new bylaw and report back to council prior to January 1,
and bring forward the financial implications during
budget deliberations.

¢ That staff, after consultation with-the Halton
Agricultural Advisory Committee and the Ecological
and Environmental Advisory Committee, réport back to
council on a protocol for defining normal farm practices
and good forestry practices for the application of the
new bylaw.

—By Melanie Hennessey, special
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Sarge, After
marching to the beat of your own drum.
Happy Day!
Love Lynn, Cristal & Marcus
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