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Shortage has eased but...

Town unable to

land any doctor
s0 far in 2005

ngela Sugden-Praysner appears to be winning
the battle of the "doctors but the war is far
om over. |

The co-ordinator of Halton’s Physician Recruitment
Program has been waging her brand of warfare armed
with an arsenal that includes cellphones, fax machines,
e-mails, pamphlets and a healthy dose of enthusiasm
and energy when tracking down and talking to poten-
tial doctors for the region.

She is the point person and intermediary who collab-
orates with town and city employees, hospital staft,
local physicians and community members —through
the Halton Physician Recruitment and Retention
Advisory Committee— and also connects with potential
physician recruits.

The region’s health department began its recruiting
initiative in June 2002. The goal is to convince general
practitioners, particularly new ones, to come to Halton
by selling them on the advantages of the region— and
in some cases making them aware of potential provin-
cial financial incentives.

Since 2003 46 new doctors have set up practices in
Halton, but those gains are countered in part by an
increase in population and the retirement of older, expe-
rienced GPs. Of those that have opened practices in the
region, 12 have come to Halton Hills.

As of September of last year Halton Hills is six doc-
tors short of the 35 family physicians the Ministry of
Health says the town needs to be fully serviced.

Sugden-Praysner said in 2004 20 new family physi-
cians opened practices in Halton, four of them in
Georgetown and one in Acton who is a temporary
replacement for a doctor on sick leave.

So far in 2005, 11 new family doctors have opened
practices in Halton, but Halton Hills has not fared very
well so far this year.

“Unfortunately there isn’t anybody that’s signed or is
about to sign for Halton Hills,” said Sugden-Praysner.
And the situation in Acton, which currently has three
full-time family doctors and a fourth who does some
housecalls, is most critical.

See RECRUITER, pg.3 -
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It's an ickob, but someone has to do it

Seven-year-old Cayley Meurer, of Georgetown, discovered that, while pumpkin carving can be fun,
removing all the goo from inside the gourd can be just as entertaining. Cayley, and other children were
enjoying the annual Falling Leaves festival at the Willow Park Ecology Centre Saturday.

Photo by Yves Desjardins
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m IL L E This 2006 Mazda Tribute GX includes

- Power

WELL EQUIPPED FOR LITTLE TRIPS...AND BIG ADVENTURES

_ Finance From:
Powerful 2.3L 4 Cyl Engine

Automatic Transmission ﬂ Term Interest Rate
o B 24 Mos  0.00%
|1: g; T_Iilsﬁt:ufhﬂels g* ALL ;TJEDVETF:E?T:LITY 36 Mos 0.00%
50/40 Rear Seats p cy* DEMANDED OF AN 48 Mos 0.00% |
Tinted Windows SUV...ALL WITH THE &0 Mos 0.00%

Engine immobilizer
AM/EM CD Starao
4 Wheal Independent Suspension
Roof Rack :

Wheel Disc Brakes
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72 Mqa 1.20%




