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ing with the Honourable Mary
Anne Chambers, Minister of
Children and Youth Services (MCYS).

Accompanying me was Oakville
Mayor Ann Mulvale, Halton CAQO Brent
Marshall and Medical Officer of Health,
Dr. Bob Nosal. Our topic of discussion
was the issue of youth mental health—
both the way the services are adminis-
tered and the challenges inherent in the
system, in accessing these services.

Halton’s North Halton Mental Health
Clinic with offices in Milton, Acton and
Georgetown, sees close to 700 clients
each year providing psychiatric outpa-
tient assessment and treatment for
adults. Funding for the facility is provid-
ed by the Ministry of Health and Long
Term Care (MoHLTC).

By definition, the ‘adult’ demographic
served by this facility is persons 16 years
of age— this leaves younger teenagers
and adolescents having to look else-
where for appropriate resources that fall
under the portfolio led by Minister
Chambers.

Treatment in the two ministries is
based on two different types of models.
The MoHLTC typically provides medical
based treatment by physicians, psychia-
trists, social workers and specially
trained nurses. By contrast, the MCYS
primarily takes a behavioural focussed
approach. Waiting lists for help/diagno-
sis/treatment are exceptionally long—
particularly for child and adolescent
psychiatrists— a specialty that is in short
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supply in Canada.

We believe that one, co-ordinated sys-
tem for all children’s health issues—
including mental health, would do much
to increase and expedite access to ser-
vices, early intervention and increase
communication and co-ordination.

Statistics tell us that at any given time,
14 per cent of children, aged 4-17 years,

will experience some sort of mental

health disorder. And, we know that left
untreated, childhood issues often carry
through to adulthood, causing problems
in later life and significant costs to soci-
ety. |

In Halton, we have begun the process
of advocating for change to the current
system and we are hopeful that the dia-
logue we have initiated will result in a
more co-ordinated and improved service
to assist the children in our community.

—Joyce Savoline is the chairperson
for Halton Region

Less than 90 workout days until Christmas!

Use our treadmills, bikes or adjustable hydraulic
equipment S0 get you into the shape you want.
We offer friendly staff, upbeat classes, convenient
hours, and ample parking.

Call 905-702-8701 and try one of our
kickboxing or stability ball classes for free.
We'l give you something extra to cheer about.
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318 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN

905-702-8701

 (Between Honda & Swiss Chalet)
__ www.figuresgeorgetown.ca

We'll match any competitors specials!
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A Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce member is your assurance
that you are dealing with a reputable business that offers quality
products and services. Our feature members this week are:

Scott Becksted provides comprehensive and objective I

full service investment management advice, complete
with personal service, as an Investment Executive with
ScotiaMcLeod. Scott is a Georgetown resident and will

be pleased to visit you in your office or home,
Call today for a complimentary investment review.

R. Scott Becksted, Investment Executive

905-796-5024 or 905-873-6640
Toll Free: 1-800-263-2454
scott_becksted@scotiamcleod.com I

R. Scott Becksta&, w:sﬂnet Executive
@® ScotiaMcLeod

Accents Deécor, is a unique
store offering a large selection of items
§ for the home and gifts from around the
world. Focusing on their customers
needs and new items always arriving
makes shopping here interesting and
fun, there's something for everyone.
= We also offer Interior Design,

= | Theme/Seasonal Decorating, Seminars

| and more... (905-873-9196)

We are located at 221 Miller Drive
(across from Allison’s Market) and our
hours are M - F - 10:00 - 8:00;

Sat 9:00 - 5:00 and Sun 12:00 - 4:00

51 1 3,.n"rnth :

*“OAC, prime + 2% over
$10,000 financed

rqHALTON HILLS
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For a complete list of Chamber members visit
www.haltonhillschamber.on.ca

- or call our office at 905-877-7119

TRUCKLOAD SALE

FOUR DAYS ONLY
Se‘ptember 29-October 2
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e Ebony Enviroskirt

® Qyster Pearl Acrylic
® ACSS Stereo

e ] HP Upgrade
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¥ For § i 9 9
Only .
Purchase now and get:
» 5 Year Guarantee
® Ground Fault Interrupt Circuit Breaker
e Lift ‘N’ Store Cover Lifter

- o Filter & Filter Canister
SAVE OVER $500
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