Open the doors to P3 hospitals

knew it was a good idea. Prior to

the 2003 election the Progressive

Conservatives advocated public-
private partnerships referred to as P3
projects to build hospitals in Ontario. A
P3 hospital had been approved for
Brampton.

P3 projects refer to any mix of private
and public funds, from a purpose-built
coffee shop in the hospital to a private
company leasing the completed building
to the hospital board.

During the 2003 campaign the Liberals
said they wouldn’t use P3 arrangements
to build hospitals because they believed
that all health care should be publicly
funded. Of course they were blithely
ignoring the fact that most hospitals in
Ontario were built from private contribu-
tions and that only about two-thirds of
health care services are currently publicly
funded, the other third is employee bene-
fits, private insurance, drug purchases
etc.

That aside, the Liberals were elected
and dropped the P3 plans.

It seemed like they had kept a promise.
Alas not, the Liberal government recently
announced plans for a P3 hospital in
Sault Ste. Marie.

Now of course they will play political
games and deny it’s a P3, but given the
wide range of what P3 projects can look
like and the private sector involvement in
the construction of the new hospital, it’s a
P

Frankly more power to them on this
one. With sky-high construction costs
and huge pressures on our annual health

Ted Chudleigh

care budget a P3 makes sense if it saves
provincial dollars which can be better

spent providing health services to |

Ontarians. In the end it is about serving
the health needs of all Ontarians without
breaking the backs of taxpayers to do it.

Now the Liberals don’t let me into
their discussions, but I'd guess they
looked at all the potential funding mod-
els and likely costs and decided a P3 was
the best approach. After all, when 1 was
in government, we looked at-the same
issues and made the same decision.

[ only hope that the Liberals will con-
tinue to back away from unhelpful ideo-
logical hysteria when it comes to provid-
ing health care to Ontarians and open the
doors to more P3 projects.

We are still waiting on an announce-
ment of a new hospital in Oakville that
could be sped up if the Liberals choose to
apply their new approach to the project.

—Ted Chudleigh is
the MPP for Halton
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Shop a Chamber of Commerce Member First

A Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce member 1s your assurance
that you are dealing with a reputable business that offers quality
products and services. Our feature members this week are:

Established in 1994, the Electrolysis
Clinic is designed to treat our clients

The Electrolysis

C limic : : ;
e . . in a comfortable and confidential
20 Gue t. Georgetow

=7 Eui-{;ﬁ _4‘;;3%”“““ atmosphere. We are M.O.H.

Regulation compliant and offer a free,
no obligation consultation to answer
all your questions about this
procedure.

Electrolysis is the only permanent
method of removing unwanted hair.

" DOWNTOWN SPA & RELAXATION CENTRE
gl 185 Mountainview Rd. North
(corner of John/Mountainview)

New Address ~ Same Great P_rofessiohal ..

~ GEORGETOWN'’S ORIGINAL UNISEX “DAY SPA
- *Manicures *Pedicures *Waxing *Facials *Body Treatments *R.M.T. Massage
-~ *Hot Tub *Tanning *Spa Packages for ALL Occasions i
L e *Pedicure Parties *Sweetheart Escape

~ Tranquil Atmosphere ~ Private Treatment Rooms
el (905) 873-4907 -

For a complete list of Chamber members visit

AN\' Chamber of Commerce
www.haltonhillschamber.on.ca

or call our office at 905-877-7119

COME IN AND SEE THE
ALL NEW PRISM SPA |
S Stﬂrting-
at
| e $49 9 5 : J:
COSMETIC | :
= FLAWS (Cover included) _— T 0
o > & o, Rt Be .| COSMETIC
@?&@{ :EH M Imf‘“‘F - NOW I Not exact ly as e | T B s _ |
f“ji'.,'.'. o ml%%mlh ¢ 7 0 0 O . O K st S })OW 5 Re g. 38200. .
' or... s 5 Now
PR N OV..o. LT&L PET IEU. ‘IO FIEUS. 04C REsfilseg

Mrrerrili

.....

o ¥ : 2 =
1 .{.., et T el S ..’.n.lé_a_?.'.'a—ll-'.u'.- i i T g 5 i i o - e : ﬂiglG1H =
i .___:.u v i A E T i a £ s i- i 1B - 3 i . T .. ;. e ; i - ;
MEEs ok . N :J' ! e & L 5 : LA,
: 3 ; . I.I--ii - St s ; R g i ) - e RN
A ; o ; iy - B T e ST r‘ 41: - Li'\_.__. b T G - IR T B ; gy

905-873-2753




