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Solid hardwood flooring—

1S 1t really the best choice?

onventional solid hardwood

flooring is truly beautiful—

it's elegant, classic and
timeless. But for all of its wonderful
qualities there are challenges to liv-
ing with this floor. Conventional
wood flooring can be influenced by
changes in temperature and humidi-
ty, causing it to shrink or expand.

This, in turn, leads to warping,
buckling, and gaps between planks
— think of the uneven, squeaky floor
boards you've walked on in older
homes. Is there a solution to this
problem? Absolutely — instead of
conventional hardwood, look for
‘engineered” hardwood flooring.

Engineered hardwood flooring is
specifically designed to give you all
the beauty of hardwood, without the
gapping. Here's how it works:
Engineered hardwood planks are
comprised of three layers — a top
layer of hardwood; a stable core
layer; and a hardwood backing (see
diagram).. All three layers are fused
together to create a floor more stable
than solid hardwood, and less resis-
tant to changes caused by tempera-
ture or humidity. In addition,
because it's not solid wood, the price
is typically lower!

Here are the most common ques-
tions consumers ask when consider-
ing engineered hardwood:

Once installed can you tell the dif-
ference between engineered and
solid wood flooring when you look
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at it? No! For the simple reason that
the top of an engineered hardwood
floor plank is real hardwood. What
you see and walk on is the same as a
solid wood floor plank (see photo).

How do you install engineered
hardwood? Engineered hardwoods
are available in a variety of colours
and designs. But if you don't want to
fuss with nails or glue, go with a
‘floating floor" system, such as
TORLYS Hardwood. With this type
of system, you simply click the
planks into place, ending up with an
ultra-tight fit. A floating floor is held
down by gravity, and can be laid
directly over an existing floor,
including concrete, as long as the
floor underneath is flat, solid, and
dry.

Can you refinish engineered hard-
wood? Yes. Most engineered hard-
wood floors come pre-stained and
prefinished, with a multi-year war-
ranty. Depending on the thickness of
the wood layer on top, some engi-
neered hardwoods can be sanded, re-
stained, and refinished, often several
times. In that respect, they're no dif-
ferent than solid wood planks.

S0 if you're thinking about invest-
ing in wood flooring, let me leave
you with this advice: There are not
many things in life you could say
cost you less and are better, but engi-
neered hardwood flooring is one of
them.

—News Canada
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A LIMITED EDITION HOT TUB

ABSOLUTELY FREE
Save $1000 On A “Getting Started”
T Value Bundie which includes:

* 11 Foot Cantilever Swingbrella
b " * 5 year Guarantee
* Slide ‘n Store plus
* Mini Hand Held Jet Remote

plus

For this sale only:

Receive $500 in additional Beachcomber
s accessories or water care of your choice

with the purchase of a hot tub.
=== DON'T PAY FOR 6 MONTHS!

Become a Preferred Client and don't pay for 6

Months on your new Beachcomber Hot Tub! Ask us
for complete details! It's the easy way to own a new
hot tub with easy payment options. O.A.C.!
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