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Georgetown pit bull
Hershey, who overcame
horrendous treatment

at the hands of a breed-
er to become a St. John
Ambulance Therapy
Dog, received an award
from the Toronto
Humane Society recent-
ly during the launch of
Be Kind to Animals
Week. Hershey and her
owner Jennifer Waite
have visited residents
at Extendicare and the
Bennett Centre in
Georgetown, and are
regular visitors at
Martindale Gardens
Retirement Community
in Milton.
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Torstar
News Service
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Civic SPECIAL EDITION <.

Civic DX =3

Yes, you can afford the Honda that's Canada’s# 1 .
selling car for the 7th straight year”

Civic DX features: » Front/Rear Stabilizer Bars
» 1.7L SOHC 16-Valve Engine » Civic's Original Flat Rear Floor
> 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seat Back  ...and much more.

More convenience. More comfort.

Versus DX, the SPECIAL EDITION adds: » CD Player

» Keyless Remote Entry » CFC-Free Air Conditioning

*» Audio Anti-Theft System » Micron Air Filtration o

* Power Door Locks » Centre Console Storage
with Armrest
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- FOR 1 YEAR
ON ALL ACCORDS

L Accord EX-L

Accord EX-L offers you an oasis of comfort

convenience and style.
» Power Windows & Door Locks  Beyond the DX, the EX-L includes:
» CFC-Free Air Conditioning » Leather-Trimmed Seating

...and much more. » Power Moonroof
» 6-Disc In-Dash CD Changer

As low as 2.9%* Purchase Financing

Accord DX

Yes, you can drive Canada’s best-selling
intermediate, Accord
The DX features:

» 2.4L 160hp i-VTEC™ Engine
» 5-Speed Automatic Transmission

» Qutside Temperature Gauge

» Heated Front Seats

» Dual Zone Automatic Climate Control
» 16" Alloy Wheels...and more
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NOFINANCE PAYVENTS. 90

Ontario Honda Dealers ] ' .
THE SMARTER wav 10 BUY, b PLUS Bt

£51,350 Petro-Canada Pre-Paid Card expires Dec. 31/06. Applies to new 2005 Accord purc eased between May 1st and May 31st, 2005. Fuel cost amount s fixed and has
been determined as follows: a) estimate of annual fuel consumption is based on an Accord Sedan with 2.4L engine and automatic transmission driving a distance of 20,000 km,
with a mix of 55% city driving and 45% highway driving. A detailed calculation of annual litres used is available www.vehicles.gc.ca b) fuel cost estimate is $0.814 per litre which
is the Canadian national 4-week average cost of fuel up to the week of Feb. 8/05. More information is available at the Canadian eum Products Institute website, www.cppi.ca.
Lease and finance offers are from Honda Canada Finance Inc., on approved credit. ABased on a 2005 Civic Sedan DX, model ES1515PX (QCivic Coupe DX, model EM2115P) (#Civic Sedan Special Edition, model ES1535PX)
(##Civic Coupe Special Edition, model EM2125PX) (tAccord Sedan DX, model CM5615E) (+1Accord Sedan EX-L. mode! CM5665JN). Lease for 60 months (/11 48 months) at $198.00 (€25198.00) (#$218.01) (##$218.01)
(1$267.99) (11$331.76) per month plus applicable taxes with 120,000 km (1/1196,000 km) allowance (12¢/km exceeding allowance). A/CY/#/## $0 (t/11 $4,719.00) down payment or equivalent trade acceptable to
dealer (50 down on approved credit from Honda Canada Finance Inc.). Initiation payment of A/Q $279.70 (#/## $302.71) (1$5,783.04) (11$5,856.37) includes down payment, first monthly payment, registration, security
deposit of $0, freight and P.D.E. and taxes. PPSA is additional. A/C/#/4## Total freight & PD.E. is $1,195.00 (/11 $1,280.00). Total lease payment is A/Q$13,714.00 (#/##$15,094.69) (£$20,267.90) (+1$23,788.00).
Option to purchase at lease end for A/Q$6,480.00 (#/##$6,920.00) (+$11,430.00) (+1$13,545.00) and taxes. Civic leases calculated with finance rate of 3.2% (1/11Accord 3.5%). Rate may change effective June 1st,
2005 and will affect down payment, security deposit, residual value and initiation figures. Dealer may lease for less. *2.9% purchase financing is available on select 2005 Civics and Accords for up to 36 months. Finance
example: $20,000 at 2.9% per annum equals $580.74 per month based on a 36-month term. C.0.B. is $906.64 for a total of $20,906.64. Dealer may sell for less. A/CY/#/##/1/HH1/*/5/AAOffers valid through May
31st, 2005 at participating dealers only. Does not include Civic Hybrid or Accord Hybrid. See participating dealer for full details. mAs reported by Canadian manufacturers in calendar year 2004. @Recent university or
colleae araduates may be eligible for an allowance of up to $750 on certain models. See dealer for details.¥As reported by DesRosiers Automotive Consultants. Jan. 2005.

VISIT AND LOCATE YOUR NEAREST DEALER AT:
www.hondaontario.com

THS honours pooch

Pit bull ban 1s likely

to end Hershey’s
stint as a therapy dog

s soon as the St. John Ambulance Therapy Dog

scarf is tied around her neck Hershey, a nine-

year-old pit bull, knows it’s time to go to work,
says her owner Jennifer Waite.

“She pulls me into the building,” said the Georgetown
woman. And the seniors at Milton’s Martindale Gardens,
armed with dog treats, eagerly await their Thursday
evening visits with Hershey and the other therapy dog
from Georgetown— a bull mastiff named Madigan.

Hershey was recognized with a medal for her good
work recently by the Toronto Humane Society during the
launch of Be Kind to Animals Week, which recognizes
the special bond between people and animals, and the
important roles animals play in the lives of humans.

However, once the provincial pit bull ban comes into
effect in August Waite said she believes Hershey likely
won't be able to participate in the therapy dog program
any longer.

The law will require that pit bulls be muzzled in pub-
licand Waite said therapy dogs are not permitted to wear
a muzzle.

“I'm just upset for Hershey and the seniors. I think
this is her calling,” said Waite.

The American pit bull terrier, rescued from a breeder
who never showed her love or let her out of her crate, has
been a therapy dog for the past year. She’s visited resi-
dents in Extendicare and the Bennett Centre in
Georgetown, and is a welcome regular visitor at Milton’s
Martindale.

“They love it. They’re down there waiting in the com-
mon room,” said Waite of the residents.

Hershey laps up all the attention and often lays at the
residents’ feet, on her back, all four paws in the air, wait-
ing to have her tummy rubbed.

She ofters unconditional love and friendship to the
residents, and according to St. John Ambulance, the dogs
in the program help to restore the residents self-confi-
dence and self-esteem, and motivate seniors to become
involved. They also calm people in distress and distract
them from the pain they may be suffering.

Waite had been looking for a dog to do therapy work
with when she found Hershey, who was on the verge of
being euthanized, at a shelter through the animal rescue
organization she was volunteering with.

“I fell in love with her,” said Waite after spending a
day with the dog. “I was haunted by her eyes.”

She said neighbours and friends were nervous when
she said she was planning to bring the pit bull home, but
that changed once they got to know Hershey.

“Now she’s like the mascot of the street. She’s very
calm, very laid back.”

She felt that Hershey had the perfect temperament to
be a therapy dog, so she contacted St. John Ambulance.
Hershey was put through a series of tests to determine
her suitability— she passed— took the organization’s
training course which consisted of mentored visits to sen-
iors facilities— and shortly afterward the two began their
solo weekly visits.

Sandra Hall, assistant co-ordinator for St. John

Ambulance Therapy Dogs Halton Hills brigade agrees
Hershey in an ideal therapy dog.
- "“Hershey loves people,” said Hall, who added that
she feels Hershey knows she’s working and understands
she’s making a difference in the lives of the people she
visits.

“She has a really outgoing, sparkling personality,”
said Hall. She said many residents Hershey visits are sur-
prised when they are told they are petting a pit bull.

“People react to the word, not the dog,” said Hall.

Hall said St. John Ambulance is lobbying to keep dogs
like Hershey in the program after the ban is in effect, and
she’s hoping that current pit bulls in the program will be
covered by a grandfathering clause.

Waite said the residents Hershey visits are also upset
that Hershey may no longer be able to visit. Many of
them, some who were initially frightened by the fact
she’s a pit bull, but now love her, worry about what’s
going to happen to her.

—By Lisa Tallyn,
staff writer




