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Money to burn S

etween now and March when Finance Minister Ralph |i@) &

Goodale delivers the federal budget, multiple levels of |[y23 3R

government, social and special interest groups will be
lining up at Parliament Hill trying to get their hands on some of
the $5.9-billion surplus the Liberals hope to have.

Goodale this week forecast the federal coffers to be overflow-
ing with cash. In fact, the actual amount expected to be available, - L
says the minister, is closer to $9 billion. —— ™ <

A hefty chunk has-already been earmarked to pay for health |Z= /3¢S D~ N
care upgrades and at least $3 billion will be put into a rainy day
fund, presumably to help pay down the nation's $493-billion
debt. It's not the first time the Grits have had cash to spend in
Ottawa. |

The federal budget has produced significant surpluses in each
of the past seven years, dating back to 1997-98. That means the ™
feds have been collecting far more cash by way of taxes than it | = = = Y 0 ,
needs to pay for government programs. " 7 e A\ S

To the Liberals' credit, they've used much of that cash to help N - = P

S e

service our debt. Since 1997, we— by way of the federal govern- [ -l A . - AN \" _ g E

ment— have shaved $61 billion off the debt. | S X N L) =7 “4e
Among the eight richest nations in the world, Canada now has g RN . e W79

the lowest debt-to-national-income ratio. 2 P~ | .
With at least $3 billion likely allocated for debt service in AN OD3me \ 1> 107V I/~A\A\\

Goodale’s next budget, let's take the remaining billions and
improve our infrastructure, health care and education.

Goodale will likely heed this advice. He has to. His minority - .
government must get its budget through the House if it wants to _ - B\ \ Y N
continue to govern. __ o ~f N~
he,
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..and local cou

Lina,

Thank you for your letter of con-
cern for the safety of cyclists using
Maple Avenue.

As you may know the report call-
ing for a narrowing of the roadway
and the installation of grass medians
for the length of Maple Avenue, thus
eliminating any place to cycle, was
referred back to regional staff and
the consultant. |

On Oct. 7, I met with staff and the
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Region is considering reducing the safety
of Maple Avenue for children on bicycles.

I am sure the councillor who suggest-
ed that children use other roads to cycle
on meant well. However, I must gently
berate that person for not thinking this
through well enough.

Given the concentration of destina-
tions for children along Maple Avenue |
they will simply use the route that is most
convenient. As an example, look at the

east side of Eighth Line south of Maple
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An open letter to our councillors:

As a mom who is concerned with the
safety of my children I was more than a
little dismayed at reading that Halton

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor must be signed and
include an address and daytime telephone
number. Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. Letters should not exceed 200 words
and may be edited.

Mail or drop off

This solution was not possible for the
entire length of the street.

However, where it is not possible,
there is an alternative route. The
alternative is proposed to run along
Charles Street and make its way to
Park Avenue and then to Main Street
where it can rejoin Maple Avenue.

We are now awaiting the design
from the consulting engineer. I am
hopeful that he will be able to accom-
modate cyclists and that council will
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Avenue where a track is worn into the ®
grass from cycling, even with a sidewalk

engineering consultant and had them
re-look at the plan to see if it was

approve the modified design.
Thanks again for sharing your con-
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