Niece of tail gunner killed 1n action
meets funeral mourner— 60 years later

n Independent & Free Press story on a
Georgetown woman’s quest to
ocate the grave of her uncle killed
during the Second World War, has led the
woman to a Dutch native who attended the
airman’s funeral in 1943.

Last year, Lynda Paul of Georgetown told
her story of her years of research to locate the
grave of her uncle, Flight Sergeant Kenneth
Howard Buck, who was shot down May 4,

943 over the village of Westergeest, in the
Netherlands.

After years of researching, Paul was con-
nected via e-mail to a school teacher in
Westergeest, who had a personal interest in
educating his students about the sacrifices of
the Canadian soldiers in Holland, and also in
making sure their graves were preserved with
reverence.

As a result, Paul visited the cemetery while
on the Keeping the Memory Alive tour of
Holland, hosted by Tom Schenk and Martin
Boomsma of Georgetown.

During the trip, Paul was finally able to
visit the final resting place of her uncle, and to
lay a wreath on his grave in his honour.

She said it gave her closure.

When the story ran in last year’s
Remembrance Day special section in The
Independent & Free Press, Paul figured it was
the end of the story.

She was wrong,.

Following publication of the story, Paul
and her husband Bob returned from a day trip

o find a note attached to their front door.

It was from Wim and Art Meerstra, a Dutch
couple who live in Durham near Walkerton.
They had been in Georgetown visiting their
daughter.

While here, they had read Lynda’s story.

“] was so surprised,” said Paul, “The note
said that Wim attended my uncle’s funeral in
May of 1943. She had been one of the group of
girls who acted as mourners and laid flowers
on the grave.” :

Paul immediately called them at their
home, and set up a meeting.

Since last year, a warm friendship with the
Meerstras has developed and Paul learned
more about her uncle’s death from Wim.

In May of 1943, Wim was 14-years-old. The
Germans had imposed a curfew so everyone
was forced to remain in their house during the
evening hours. Every night around 9 p.m.
Wim and her family would hear the sound of
Allied bombers flying, heading out to bomb
Germany and later returning.

About 12:30 a.m. May 5, they heard a roar
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The only natural medicine on the market with
a Money Back Guarantee: Bell Shark Cartilage
is processed differently to preserve the natural active

ingredients and works in 98% of all cases. A 10 year
success story with tens of thousands of men and women

quaranteed? Because none-of them work well enough to be guaranteed.
Read on our web-site dozens of full length testimonials. Excerpts:
“Thank the Lord, 'm pain free”: “Can walk again for hours without a cane”’,
“Absolutely bloody marvelous, pain nearly all gone”; “First ime in

15 years can sleep at night”; “Rheumatoid pain in joints down

90%, same for my sister”; “So help me God, you saved

me from hell™ many others. 1-800-333-7995.

You can buy it in health food and drug stores everywhere.

Through last year’s story in The
Independent & Free Press about her
search for her dead uncle’s grave in the
Netherlands, Lynda Paul (centre) met
with Wim and Art Meerstra. Wim was
present at Paul’s uncle’s funeral in May
of 1943. Photo courtesy of Lynda Paul

followed by an explosion. They ran outside in
spite of the curfew.

There was debris flying and they saw a
plane in the field. German soldiers surround-
ed the crash site and started to shoot to keep
people away.

Although there were no survivors, they
wouldn’t let anyone close to the crash.

Wim and other children attended the funer-
al of the only two soldiers recovered from the
crash of the Halifax bomber. The two airmen
were George Rose, a British RAF tail gunner
and Kenneth Buck, Lynda’s uncle, a Canadian
RCAF tail gunner flying with the RAF. The
funeral took place in the churchyard of the
church in Westergeest.

“When I showed Wim a picture that I had,
showing the Germans with their rifles at the
funeral, it brought back bad memories to her,”
said Paul, “Wim said the newspapers reported
they were buried with full honours but it
brought no comfort that the Germans were
there with their guns.”

or years after, Wim and a group of gitls
placed flowers on Kenneth Buck’s grave.

She later married Art Meerstra in the

church beside the graveyard and the couple

came to Canada in 1951 and settled in
Durham where they live today.

‘When Paul set out on her quest fo learn
about her uncle, she admits she had moments
when she wondered how successful she
would be. _

But with a lot of determined research and
some incredible coincidences, she has learned
more about F/Sgt. Kenneth Buck than she
ever imagined possible. '

—By Ted Brown, staff writer
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November 16th is the LAST
o drop off items at the trailer!!!
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Public Notice

Your Rights Under the
- Personal Health Information
Protection Act

The privacy of your health information is important.

On November 1, 2004, the Personal Health Information
Protection Act, 2004 (PHIPA) came into effect.

The act:

e Creates rules for the collection, use and sharing of
personal health information by doctors, hospitals,
| pharmacists and other healthcare providers;

e Gives you the right to request access to your own
health records from your healthcare provider;

. ives you the right to determine how your personal
health information can be used,; -

e Gives you the right to request corrections to your
health records if the information is inaccurate.

you start, that have less pain or no pain at al. No side effects. If you believe that any individual or organization
think about it: S CUSTOMErS Write: works much better . : : follows
every drag you than alucosamine with or without that provides you with healthcare 1s not following
ta?ifr:':;;up additives i . They say difference is like the rules of PHIPA, you may complain to the Information
SiaaRing dan day and night. Ask yoursetf why are and Privacy Commissioner.
At other arthritis remedies or drugs not B . S A |

Oor more infnmmﬂicm:

all our INFOline at 1-800-461-2036
Y: 1-800-387-5559

isit: www.health.gov.on.ca

www.BellLifestyleProducts.com _ —
~ Store locations on web-site.

tempted to
start, ask
yourself,
“Is it worth it?"”
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