"~ We re allowing it to slip away

t this time of the year, I find myself

interviewing those veterans who are

willing to share some stories of their
yar experiences.

It's a yearly task I embark upon with both
snjoyment and passion, but I always must pre-
bare myself to be sobered by some of the stories
'm told. Sometimes those verbal images are
rather disturbing to imagine.

As I continue my quest to document the
experiences of the fewer and fewer veterans we
have around, one fact seems to be more and
more alarmingly apparent.

We're allowing the reverence and signifi-
cance of Remembrance Day to slip away.

One vet I know quite well was talking to me
the other day about going to schools to talk
about war, sacrifice and remembrance.

He summed it up in a quick statement:

“I worry that they (members of society) don't
really give a damn any more.”

Sadly, I could see his point.

When I was a kid, Remembrance Day was a
school holiday, designated for the express pur-
pose of allowing those students the opportunity
to attend the Remembrance Day parades with
their parents or grandparents, and in doing so,
observe an act of remembrance.

I recall going to the local Cenotaph with my
grandfather, a veteran of the First World War.

Factories would stop work at precisely 11
am. November 11, to take a minute’s silence to
remember those veterans who hadn't returned,
as well as those who did, but still paid dearly.

Now, it’s all immaterial.

These days, on November 11, the world car-
ries on pretty much as usual. Only a few busi-
nesses take time to.observe that solemn moment
| of silence. '

[ noticed a sign advertising a new business
| 1ast week. They're holding their official open-
ing, you guessed it, November 11th.
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Why on earth would anyone pick that date?
What's the matter with November 10th?

Or the 12th?

It's a sad reflection on today’s society.

As far as the schools go today, I wouldn’t

suggest for a moment that we give the kids a |

holiday— it would simply be wasted.

I can take comfort knowing that when stu- |

dents are in school November 11, teachers are
taking time to remind them of the significance
of the day by holding their own service.

Here at the newspaper, we publish a special
section for Remembrance Day.

I'm pleased to be a part of that publication—
it serves as a nudge to our readership, a
reminder of the brave actions of our veterans,
whose numbers are dwindling at an alarming
rate every year.

But is it enough? I don’t think so.

We must do everything in our power to keep
the memories of their actions alive and to give
them the respect they deserve. _

We must tell the stories over and over, and
make sure our children are well educated of the
horrors of war, and the costs that soldiers paid
on the battlefields in Europe and elsewhere.

If we don’t, I fear philosopher George '

Santayana’s words will ring clear:
"Those who fail to learn from history are doomed
to repeat it.”
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RUST CONTROL

Proven Automotive Body Maintenance

ARE YOU GOING TO LET YOUR VEHICLE FACE THE
RAVAGES OF WINTER WITHOUT THE PROTECTION OF
KROWN RUST CONTROL? WHY?

DID YOU KNOW KROWN RUST CONTROL WILL

NOT voID CAR MANUFACTURERS WARRANTY?
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Krown Rust Control is the only national automotive body

maintenance pmgramtiggm nded by the Automobile
ytectign Association. Th h praise indeed!
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354 Guelph St., Unit 21  905-877-1712

SERVING HALTON HILLS FOR 19 YEARS.
CALL ERIC OR CLAY. -

* Free Personal Coach
« Guaranteed Resulits
 30-minute Fithess

» 24/7 Web Support

Nunttonsl — your

Take the Truestar Challenge

Call 905.702.0072 for
free consultation.

Miller Main Plaza ~ 221 Miller Drive, Georgetown
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