Mayor told in meeting with health minister
Georgetown hospital cannot cut ties with WOHC

utting ties with William Osler

Health Centre or realigning

with Oakville and Milton hos-
pitals is not an option for Georgetown
hospital; Halton Hills Mayor Rick
Bonnette said Ontario Minister of
Health George Smitherman told him
recently.

That was just one topic discussed at
a- meeting between Bonnette and
Smitherman at his Toronto office earlier
this month.

“I thought the meeting went well,”
said Bonnette, who spearheaded the
fight to keep the obstetrics and pedi-
atrics units open at Georgetown hospi-
tal earlier this year.

[t was Smitherman
who came through for &
the hospital, the §
mayor, other politi- §
cians, doctors, nurses §
and the many resi- |

dents fighting to |
maintain the units in [
Georgetown when he |
said in the legislature —

in June that the GEORGE
provincial govern- SMITHERMAN

ment wouldn’t sup-

port a plan to close obstetrics at the

hospital.
“He does have an interest in our
town,” said Bonnette Monday.
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At the meeting he said he discussed
the history of Georgetown hospital and
asked Smitherman several questions.

Bonnette said Smitherman told him

he would consider his request for sepa- .

rate funding for smaller hospitals that
have been amalgamated with larger
facilities.

The mayor also said Smitherman
said the Georgetown hospital would
still be open after the new hospital
opens in Brampton.

Bonnette said the meeting was posi-
tive and he believes he has an open line
of communication with the health min-
1ster.

—By Lisa Tallyn, staff writer

Second get-together set for Friday

Groups, citizens to discuss suicide prevention plan

ocal groups and individuals

that deal with mental health

issues will come together later
this week to continue developing a
comprehensive suicide prevention
strategy for Halton.

The process was sparked earlier this
year by a startling health department
report that concluded suicide was the
leading cause of injury-related deaths
among Halton males, 18 and over, and
the third-leading cause of injury-relat-
ed deaths among Halton females,
between 1995 and 1999.

ing was held in May

We encourage you to get fit
before you start exercising.

To start developing
the strategy, a meet-

to identify Halton-
specific issues and
gaps in service related
to suicide prevention,
identification, treat- |
ment and long-term
support.

Halton Commaiss-
ioner and Medical
Officer of Health Dr.
Bob Nosal reported there was over-
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whelming support at the meeting to
form a Halton Suicide Prevention
Coalition, which could provide a forum
for networking, education, resource
development, awareness raising, advo-
cacy for increased services and service
co-ordination.

The second meeting, scheduled for
Friday, October 29, is designed to prior-
itize the needs and gaps in service ear-
lier identified and determine the struc-
ture and accountability of the coalition.

Region staff plan to routinely report
to council on the progress of the strategy.
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A diminished social life is one of the
most difficult aspects of age related
hearing loss. Many people avoid drawing
attention to their hearing loss by having
fewer social contracts when it becomes
difficult understanding what is being said.
The result is an altered and lonely
existence that family and friends may
mistake for dementia.

Learning new strategies to cope with
hearing loss could go a long way to
restoring confidence and improving
communication. The Hearing Clinic
recommends the following: Inform people
of the hearing loss so they may modify
their speech; eliminate background noise;
watch the speaker carefully and sharpen
natural lip-reading abilities; ask the
speaker to repeat what was said if
necessary, and above all else; have your
hearing thoroughly tested and properly fit
with one of today's modern hearing
instruments. Contact The Hearing Clinic if
you or someone you know needs
assistance.

The Georgetown

HEARING CLINIC

We care about your hearing!

Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210
Georgetown

(905) 873-6642
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Trust the Water
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So Many

~ Hard Water Problems...
= So Many Reasons for Cu]hgan —

Scratchy laundry Rough skin. Endless cleaning.
Hard water is hard on your home, your family
and your budget. Let Culligan bring 65 years of
expertise and service into your home to defeat the
damage hard water does.

“Hey Culligan Man!”

877-6242
5 Mountain View Road N.
Georgetown

Experts,.
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