1 public to fight p

Catholic board calls on pu

ravely concerned about the

“drastic impact” that recent

provincial Special Education
ind transportation funding announce- .
nents will have on its students, the
Halton Catholic District School Board is
>ncouraging the public to join its voice
lobbying the government to reconsider.

“We believe that the public needs 10
be aware of these funding issues,”
explained Board Chair Al Bailey. “We
strongly encourage the public to write
and speak to their local members of
provincial parliament and the Minister
of Education.”

On the heels of a Sept. 7 board meet-
ing during which trustees urged
Administration to let Queen’s Park
know their feelings in no uncertain
terms, the board fired off two strongly-
worded letters to Education Minister

Gerard Kennedy.
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NOW OPEN! (905) 877-4065

BEAT

~ penetrating action of Rust Check.

v Prices start at $99.95

o
s

¥
L

2:30pm
_ Gellert Community C¢

e

e R T A T o W

et el 2 e e

T R e e

v Protect your investment - make Rust Check a
~part of your vehicle’s regular maintenance program

v Time tested and proven process since 1973.

« Both new and used vehicles benefit from the

vRust Check creeps Into all hidden rust prone areas.

v Rust Check is “GGuaranteed Forever’ on new and
qualified used vehicles when treated annually!
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The first, dated Sept. 13,
dealt with the recent “claw
back” to Special Education
funding and said in part:
“ Acting responsibly and plan-
ning for the future has resulted
in the (Board) losing 1n excess

of $650,000.”
The second letter, dated

Both letters make it clear that
the two funding changes will
have a detrimental impact on
the board’s budget not only for
the 2004/2005 school year, but
also for future years.

The claw back is a result of new
rules for Special Education
funding, money that had been
allocated in the board’s Special

Sept. 24, outlined the board’s
response to the Ministry’s LOU Education reserve fund for the
Transportation Funding Model PIOVESAN  gupport and development of

proposed for the 2005/2006
school year which the board says “does
not appear to adequately capture the
realities” 905 school boards are facing,
Specific to Halton, this would mean
an allocation of $3,889,823 which, based
on the 2003/2004 allocation, would
result in a $769,104— or 16.51 per cent—
reduction in transportation grant rev-

enues.
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rip to Bermuda
Courtesy of Today's Bride Magazine
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effective programs and services
for special needs students. Losing the
$650,000 for 2004/ 2005 will impact the
most vulnerable students, namely those
identified with special needs, say board
officials.
The announcement couldn’t come at
- worse time, when the board is poised
to expand its services— not cut them
back by as much as a third.
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Truestar for Women Fitness and Nutrition
Centers now offer a total health program for fast

nd lasting results.

Included in your program is:

e 30-minute fitness for women
beginner ¢ intermediate ° advanced

e Personalized nutrition COUnselliQ/-\f,,

e Weight loss and weight
management with
guaranteed results”

e Free personal coach

e 24/7 online support

*based on following the Truestar program

rovincial funding plan
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“Our board has consistently acted in
a very fiscally responsible manner and
has continually met all of the criteria
established by the Ministry of
Education,” said Director of Education
I ou Piovesan. “Planning for the future
by establishing a reserve fund has result-
ed in a very significant funding loss
specifically designated for programming
and services for our special needs stu-
dents. We had planned to further
expand services for autistic students, but
these plans will have to be drastically
curtailed if these funds are not restored.”

This could include the planned
Transition Centre— which superinten-
dent John Fauteux explained was to be
paid for by reserves established by the
board— plus the development of new
and more effective services to support

special needs students.
y Howard Mozel, special
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