Look at your entire home
Energy management = savings

s homeowners prepare for
fall and winter tempera-

tures, home heating costs
once again become a topic for discus-
sion. With April's electricity rate-hike
in Ontario and rising natural gas
prices, many consumers are now look-
ing for ways to save money on energy
use while staying comfortable this
winter.

"By taking a whole home approach,
you may identify areas for improve-
ment that could help save you money
over the long term," says Dave Walton,
Director of Home Ideas for Direct
Energy Essential Home Services.

Walton outlines a few examples of
how homeowners can cut their heating
bills and conserve energy.

Natural Gas Price
Protection Contracts

In the last five years natural gas
prices have gone up 25 per cent annu-
ally. The average householder who
signed a five-year Natural Gas Price
Protection contract in 1999 will have
saved over $1,000 on their heating bills
in thoge five years. Your first step to
energy savings is to consider a fixed
price or declining price Natural Gas
Price Protection plan.

Heating and Ventilation

By ensuring that ductwork is free of
dust and furnace filters are changed
regularly, you can cut down on heat-
ing costs and help your furnace oper-
ate more efficiently.

Programmable thermostats that
automatically adjust your home's tem-
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perature settings can also save the
average homeowner 10 per cent on the
year's heating bill.

Insulation

Improving your home's insulation
is one of the fastest and most cost-effi-
cient ways to cut down on heating
costs. Check the depth of insulation in
your attic (it should be a minimum of
12 inches). Depending on your current
insulation, you could save anywhere
from 5-30 per cent of your bill.

Windows and Doors

Up to 30 per cent of the heating in
your home can be lost through poorly
fitted windows and doors. If your
home has single-pane windows, con-
sider replacing them with energy effi-
cient double-pane, gas-filled windows
with low-e coatings to reduce heat
loss. Caulking around windows that
don't open and weather stripping
around windows that do is an inex-
pensive way to help you save money.
Caulking one window 10 or more
years old can save you between 5-10
per cent ($10-$20) per window per
year in heating and cooling costs.
Weather stripping will save you $5-$12
per window per year.

There are many more ways you can
conserve energy and save money. For
a free consultation or more informa-
tion, call Direct Energy Essential
Home Serwvices at 1-800-266-3939 or
visit www.directenergy.com
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Complete Decorating
- *Colour Coordination - . & =
*Blinds & Shutters. *Upholstering -
‘Carpet & Hardwood Flooring R e

*Accessories
‘Blinds and Drapery Cleaning.

In Stock Fabrics

I

Introducing...

Exquisite, Quality Fabrics and
Canadian Drapery Hardware

Exclusive to Interiors
by Margena:
»Joanne *Soletex.°Equis *Robert Allen
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Vertical & Venetian Blinds :
20% e OFF

" Custom Draperies & Shutters |
L *Valid until Oct. 8, 2004
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