Back to school is scary for some adults

e kids are excited as they head back to
school this week. New clothes, new
school supplies, new friends and teach-

ers. Our children look forward to a new year
filled with promise and opportunity. We look
forward to getting back on a schedule and a
return to normal. We also look forward to
watching our children learn and grow.
However, not all parents and children look
toward the new school term with such anticipa-
tion. Parents with low literacy skills are getting
nervous about the new school year. It means a
lot of paper coming home in backpacks; it means

filling out forms; it means homework.
For many adults, their children trekking off

to schools in Halton Hills for another year can be -

frightening. Some parents find it difficult to

understand the stack of paper they are expected-

to read and are daunted by the amount of form
filling and the frequent need to assist children
with homework.

In Halton Hills alone, 8,267 adults are with-
out a high school diploma— 1,872 people in
Halton Hills have less than Grade 9 education.

Parents are expected to be involved with
their children’s education. Financially-strapped
school boards depend on parents to ensure their
children’s learning is supported at home. A child
struggling at school, whose parents are unable to
help with homework, is destined to perpetuate a

low literacy cycle. Children from families with

low literacy levels are rarely read to and begin
school without the fundamental language skills
to be successful students. -
Parents who come to Literacy North Halton
say reading to their children and helping their
children with homework are primary goals.
Literacy North Halton provides program-
ming for adults in the community who wish to
upgrade their reading, writing, basic math and
computer skills. A parent who wants to help
their child can learn how to talk to teachers,
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write notes to the school, and understand report
cards. While they improve the skills needed to
help their children, they are also making them-
selves more employable, creating opportunities
for fulfilling employment and further training,
and building up their self-esteem.

If you want to help your child, but need a lit-
tle help, call Literacy North Halton 905-873-2200.
Upcoming events

Saturday Sept. 25: Garden Harmony,
Garden Concert and Art Show, Old Seed House
Gardens (Gazebo), Maple Ave./Guelph St,
Georgetown, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Garden Harmony
is a day dedicated to highlighting local artists
and raising awareness and funds for Halton
Hills” adult literacy program. An afternoon of
music is planned featuring the following: Bach
Chorale; Georgetown Children’s Chorus; Globe
Theatre — performing a scene from its new
musical; Casey Highland Dancers; Brampton
Folk Club; and Casey Manierka-Quaile, the CNE
[dol runner-up. |

Thursday Nov. 4: That Summer, a drama by
David French, John Elliott Theatre, Georgetown,
/ p.m. (call theatre box office for tickets, 905-877-
3700). Georgetown Little Theatre and Literacy
North Halton present this benefit night. All pro-
ceeds from this beautiful touching drama go
toward supporting Literacy North Halton’s
Read*Spell*Write Program.

Literacy Matters is prepared by staff at Literacy
North Halton. For more information about adult lit-
eracy in Halton Hills call 905-873-2200 or refer to
www.literacynh.org.

September 10-12, 2004
International Centre, 6900 Airport Road
SHOW HOURS: Friday 5pm to 10pm ¢ Saturday 10am to 9pm © Sunday 10am to 6pm

Enter for your chance to win the -
$25,000 TORONTO STAR DREAM WEDDING
to be held at the 2005 Spring National Bridal Show. This incredible package will include
the reception, bridal gown, photographer and videographer, music, flowers, wedding bands,
bridesmaid dresses, formal wear, limousine, cake, plus a $400 Hbc Gift Card.
Fill out a ballot at the Fall National Bridal Show.
For no purchase entry and complete contest rules go to www.thestar.com/contests.
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Sponsored by
Al THE NATIONAL GIFT REGISTRY

THE BAY AND HOME OUTFITTERS GIFT REGISTRY offer one lucky couple ‘a chance to win
a prize package of stylish home accessories and giftware valued at $5,000.00.

DAILY FASHION SHOWS!

“HONEYMOON IN ST. LUCIA” You could win a romantic honeymoon to the
Windjammer Landing Villa Beach Resort from Just Honeymoons/Weddings Away and Air Canada Vacations. _

CASTING CALL FOR SEXY GIRL! Life Network is looking for a bride-to-be FEEEN]
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to star in a special wedding episode of their new makeover redlity series.

“ONCE IN YOUR LIFETIME BRIDAL GOWN SALE” hosted by Sposabella, one of Toronto's
top bridal retailers, featuring a fantastic selection of bridal gowns priced $299-$499, hundreds of
bridesmaid dresses at $150 each, and mother-of-the-bride apparel.

Show Admission $15.00

J For information call £05-815-0017 or 1-800-265-3673
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PATRICK”S

BARBERSHOP &
MENS HAIRSTYLING

1 block west of Mountainview
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Grand Opening
September 14, 2004

146 Guelph St

905-877-1212
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“Home o a great $10 hair cut.”

Tom Bilic

“Finally a Barber | trust with my hair.”

John Penny, Lorretta Foods

“Real Value, the way it used to be.”

Al McCaftery, DeHaviland (Retired)

~First Come First Served

~No Appointments
~An Entertaining Place
~Honest wait time

HOURS OF SERVICE

Tuesday - friday 9 am - 7 pm

Saturday 9 am - 6 pm
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

Haircut Only

Name:

Phone:
Coupon expires Oct. 14, 2004
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