Independent & Free Press, Wednesday, September 8, 2004 7

Homer would be proud of premier S a 0".', S o Toys &

ARNING CO

ntario Premier Dalton Mc-

Guinty is looking for a tag QUEEN,S

line.

You know, a short phrase that identi- - PARK I Come and play WIth P
fies a character, like “Doh” does for B Thomas and his fnends
Homer Simpson. EPORT

In fact, McGuinty should consider ln A room f“ll Of track ~~~~~ <

and road.

Qave 15%* all week

on Thomas & Friends Wooden y E9%
Railway Products
Sale Ends Sept. 18th

*Excludes starter sets

“Doh” as a possible tag line in the wake

of the reaction Ontarians have had to his Ted Chudleigh
| broken promises and tax hikes.
There are other potential tag lines o ————————————

available like, “Sorry, I lied and can’t be
trusted,” or “I promise not to lie again,”
or “It wasn’t me, it was Sorbara, honest.”

McGuinty is touring Ontario trying to
convince Ontarians that his 180-degree
turn on balanced budgets, tax increases
and integrity are somehow your fault for
believing him in the first place.

The big problem is that blaming bud-
| get problems on the Progressive Cons-
ervatives doesn’t wash. The Liberals had
six months to fix the small budget short-
fall caused by SARS, Mad Cow,; the
Blackout and West Nile Virus. Not only
| did they choose to ignore the growing
problem, they added to it by initiating
more spending to turn a fixable $2 billion
shortfall into a $6 billion end of the year
| deficit.

In addition, many of McGuinty’s bro-
ken promises are not related to Ontario’s
finances. Despite Liberal promises that
the new health tax would be spent on

insurance rates by 10 per cent within 90
days didn’t happen. Some drivers willl
wait as long as 22 months until new rules
affect their premiums.

The Liberal promise to abide by a law
requiring cabinet ministers to take a pay
reduction if their government runs al

deficit, appears off the rails. Official
spending estimates tabled in June show
cabinet ministers at full pay.

It is sad and dangerous when govern-
ments themselves do not abide by the
laws of the land. When false pmmisesl
and cynicism rule the day our citizens
just disconnect a little more from the sys-
tem.

It’s a wonder many Ontario citizens
don’t respect the system and cast their
ballot at election time when, with shame-
ful actions like McGuinty’s, it is evident
the system doesn’t respect them either.
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