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Editorial

Grit back-tracking

arely six months into their mandate, the Ontario
Liberal government has taken promise-breaking to a
new level. This week they showcased a new ability—
spin doctoring.

In a matter of only a few hours, the Grits managed to refuse
to fund a Toronto project to track sex offenders (at the measly
cost of $700,000), changed their mind when the criticism began
to build, then somehow managed to blame the former Tory
government for the whole thing.

Amazing.

In what could only be described as an incredibly insensitive
move, considering it happened on the one-year anniversary of
the murder of Toronto youngster Holly Jones, Attorney-
General Michael Bryant and Community Safety Minister
Monte Kwinter made it clear Wednesday the Liberals would
not fund the Tory project.

Bryant indicated the Liberals were more eager to play a part
in the proposed national sex registry while Kwinter said
Toronto already had a good record in tracking sex offenders.

However, after Kwinter met with Toronto Police Chief
Julian Fantino, and news reports began to surface about the
Grits” decision not to fund the project, the Liberals performed
an about-face and announced financial support for the project.

To top it off they blamed the Tories for not implementing it
sooner— even though former public safety and security minis-
ter Bob Runciman only announced the plan three months
before last fall’s election.

With this tap-dancing act, the Liberals sent a clear message
to the public— saving children is less important than saving
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extend its heartfelt thanks to all the
fantastic volunteers who worked so
hard this year to make our daffodil
and residential campaigns a success!
Our daffodil sales this year topped
$93,000! This could not have been
achieved without the aid of our daf-
fodil sorters, drivers, co-ordinators,
sellers and office assistants. The
money that has been raised in our
daffodil and residential campaigns
will help fund research and provide
services in all of our communities.
Thanks a bunch to all the individ-
uals, groups and organizations who
pre-purchased daffodils through
their schools, companies and busi-
nesses. Thank you to all the
Georgetown residents who also sup-
ported our door-to-door campaign.
Whether its supporting people
living with cancer, raising funds for
important research, providing can-
cer information or advocating for
healthy public policy, our volunteers
in communities across Ontario are
the faces in the fight against cancer.
Thank you again to all our volun-
teers whose hard work and dedica-

mpaigns a big success

tion is helping us to make cancer
history!
Bilal Rashid, Unit President
Shirley Richards, Volunteer
Development Chair

Support appreciated

Dear editor,

We would like to thank the Erin
and Georgetown communities for
their wonderful support during the
illness of our son.

Thank you also to the follow-
ing— your help was very much
appreciated: Wal-Mart, Credit
Lodge, Shopper’s Drug Mart, Art
Effects Teddy Bear Drive, Charley
FitzWhiskey’s Tap & Eatery,
Bergsma and Mall Walkers.

Pierce Edward David Valentine,
now five months old, is doing well,
and members of both communities
are invited to attend his baptism at
St. Alban’s Church, Glen Williams,
on Sunday, May 16.

The ceremony will take place at
10:30 a.m., with lunch to follow.

John and Nicole Valentine, Erin
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Dear editor,

How many women in Halton Hills have suddenly
found themselves feeling lost and alone, due to
bereavement, separation, looming empty nest,
spousal disharmony, downsizing or retirement?

How many of us flounder because we had so will-
ingly created ourselves in the image of who we
thought others needed us to be?

And where and to whom do we turn to rebuild
when we realize we’ve never known who we are nor
can remember who we once may have been or when
and how we lost control of our own lives?

Recently I attended an interactive seminar for
women, entitled, Everything Old is New Again. I
Eighteen women of varying age and socio-economic
backgrounds came together that day, each searching
for direction in facing the emotional challenge life
had thrust upon her.

As a result of that seminar— and at the request of
many in the group — Elayne Tanner has agreed
expand this confidential one day seminar into a six-
month ongoing support group for women. The group
will meet once a month and everyone is welcome. '

| encourage any woman struggling with upheaval
in her life to contact Elayne at 905-854-0801 for details.
Find yourself, your passions, your dreams and see
that you have worth, are strong and will endure!
Beverley Roberts, Georgetown

News Editor: Cynthia Gamble
"Staff Writers: Lisa Tallyn, Herb Garbutt
Photography: Ted Brown

Address: 280 Guelph St., Unit 29, Georgetown, Ont. L7G 4B1 (Georgetown Market Place)

Telephone: 905-873-0301 Fax: 905-873-0398
E-mail: production @independentireepress.com

Web site: www.independentfreepress.com

The Independent & Free Press is published every
Wednesday and Friday at 280 Guelph St., Unit 29,
“Georgetown Ont., L7G 4B1. It is one of the newspapers pub-
lished by Metroland Printing, Publishing & Distributing Ltd.,
which includes: Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, Alliston
Herald/Courier, Bancroft This Week, Barrie Advance, Bolton
Enterprise, Brampton Guardian, Burlington Shopping News,
Burlington Post, City Parent, Collingwood/Wasaga
Connection, East York Mirror, Erin Advocate/Country Routes,

Etobicoke Guardian, Flamborough Post, Georgetown
Independent/Acton Free Press, Huronia Business Times,
Lindsay This Week, Markham Economist & Sun,
Midland/Penetanguishene Mirror, Mitton Canadian Champion,
Milton Shopping News, Mississauga News, Mississauga
Business Times, Napanee Guide, Newmarket/Aurora Era-
Banner, Northumberland News, North York Mirror, QOakville
Beaver, Oakville Shopping News, Oldtimers Hockey News,
Orangeville Banner, Orillia Today, Oshawa-Whitby/Clarington

Port Perry This Week, Owen Sound Tribune, Peterborough
This Week, Picton County Guide, Richmond
Hill/Thornhill/Vaughan Liberal, Scarborough Mirror,
Stouffville/Uxbridge Tribune, Forever Young, City of York
Guardian.

Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of
a typographical error, that portion of the advertising space
occupied by the erroneous item, together with reasonable
allowance for signature will not be charged for, but the balance

John McGhie, Managing Editor
Lorne Drury, Editor-in-Chief
Carol Young, Business Manager
Dave Coleman, Director of Distribution
Nancy Geissler, Circulation Manager

Distribution e-mail: distribution@independentfreepress.com

of the advertisement will be paid for at the acceptable rate.

In the event of typographical error advertising goods or ser-
vices at wrong price, goods or services may not be sold.
Advertising is merely an offer to sell which may be withdrawn
at any time.

Editorial and advertising content of The Independent & Free
:drass is protected by copyright. Unauthorized use is prohibit-

Pﬁ}::e: Store copies 50¢ each; Subscriptions $26.00 per year
by carrier; $92.50 per year by mail in Canada; $130.00 per

year in all other countries. Plus GE.T:

Advertising Sales: Dianne Fascinato, Cindi Campbell,
Jennifer Spencer, Angela Schurman, Paul Agius

Real Estate: Sue Spizziri

Classifieds: Mary Watson, Kristie Pells
Accounting: Pat Kentner, Rose Marie Gauthier
Production: Mary Lou Foreman, Kevin Powell,

Shelli Harrison, Dolores Black, Debbie MacDougall

Second Class Mail Registration Number 6869. The
Independent & Free Press is a member of The Canadian
Community Newspaper Association and The Ontario
Community Newspaper Association.




