Broken windows, open curtains
can lead to larger energy bills

id you know that 60 per cent of

our energy costs come from

heating and cooling your

home? But cold and hot air can escape in
a number of way— from broken win-
dows to improper insulation— and
homeowners may be surprised to learn
that increasing your home's energy effi-
clency can save you

upwards of $500 a year.
Poor insulation,
poorly weather-

stripped doorframes
and windows or even
open curtains on an
extremely hot or cold
day can cause your|
energy bill to skyrocket.
These may seem like
small and insignifi-
cant things, but the unnecessary costs
can sneak up on you throughout the
year.

"Many people don't realize there are a
few simple things you can do around
your home to make it more energy effi-
cient," explains Dave Walton, Director of
Home Ideas for Direct Energy Essential
Home Services.

Walton offers the following advice to
help keep your hard earned cash in your
pocket:

Check your windows and doors for
heat loss: Up to one-third of the heat in
your home can be lost through poorly
fitted windows and doors. Caulking
around windows that don't open and
weather stripping around windows that
do, is an inexpensive way to help you

save money. Caulking one window
alone can save you between $10-$20 per
year and weather stripping will save you
$5-$12 per window per year.

Consider replacement windows: Old

and drafty windows can create major
inefficiencies in your home. If caulking
or weather stripping can't do the job,
look into replacing them.
Get insulated: Improving your
home's insulation is one of the
fastest and most cost-effec-
tive ways to increase energy
efficiency in your home. By
insulating your hot water
pipes alone, you can save
up to $10 per year. This
may sound small but it
all adds up.

Close the curtains: On
extremely hot or cold days a vast
amount of air can escape through your
windows. Close the blinds in the rooms
you use the most and you'll notice a dif-
ference in the temperature of your room,
not to mention the energy you will save.

Turn off the lights: By turning off
large outdoor lights and main interior
lights when you leave a room, you can
significantly reduce your daily power
consumption.

If you are looking to keep a little more
cash in your pocket this year, try these
home efficiency tips and you'll notice the
savings for years to come.

For more information call Direct
Energy Essential Home Services at 1-800-
266-3939 or visit www.directenergy.com.

—News Canada
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Central Vacuum

102 waterlift
*Max 6 inlets R A
*5.7" diameter s
*1-stage motor
*5 year guarantee
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Complete with
Electric Package

Electric

Package!

Your Electric Package Includes

«30’ lightweight crush resistant electric hose (SPEZ30) with Easy
Grip handle and 2-way switch (turns powerbrush “on” and “off”)
! Express powerbrush with 180° spiral brush roller
and includes 2 wands (1383W)
*Complete 4-piece tool set (ET1)

Corallo
T hermostatic Shower
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Brushed Nickel $599

H20 Faucet

" by Rubinet $
| s larest desi ;f* has

Satin Brass $519
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Catalano
Zero 100 Basin

395 x 1975".

Coptional towel rail $199.
Shown with Spin faucets
in chrome $379 each

“COME AND VISIT OUR

3000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM!
PLUMBING

WAREHOUSE

5 Mountainview Rd. N., Georgetown
(905) 702 0885 or (905) 702-2430

e Working Models
*Big selection of Shower Doors & more

To Oranveville

Tim Hortons

PLUMBING WAREHOUS
Jath & Kitchen Showroom
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Georgetown Volkswagon

Guelph St.

Hwy. 7 to Bra!np{un
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Steeles
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Slzbzbcasz'ng unique, quality bathroom
& kitchen designs. To Oukille




