ost times, I figure I'm pretty handy
when it comes to getting my vehi-
cle running if it quits.

Unless it’s a major electrical thing, I'll usu-
ally figure out the problem, before giving in
and calling a tow truck. Cars have come a long
way from my teenage days when a gang of us
| would change a transmission by balancing it
on a plank with a cement block as a lever.

Friday, I found myself in a predicament, as
| turned the key to start my ‘86 Ford Ranger,
while parked at Georgetown District High
School. The starter had been replaced the day
before, so I was feeling pretty confident.
| 1turned the key, it burped— then silence.

My first thought was the new starter was
defective. Cursing under my breath, I turned
the key again, and again. Nothing but silence.
| Atter I cooled off, I suddenly realized there

was absolutely ‘nothing’— no radio, no dash
lights, and no annoying ignition buzzer.

Had to be the battery, I thought. As I contem-
plated my options without any tools to work
with, teacher John Watson pulled up. He bor-
rowed a set of jumper cables, then parked his
van in front of my truck. After opening his hood,
we discovered his battery was buried in wiring,
making it impossible to make a connection.

“Time for Plan B” said ever-insightful John.

In minutes, transportation instructor Rick
Jarvie came to the rescue, diving under the
hood to tug on the battery cable until the
motor fired up. (They used to be called “auto
| mechanics teachers’ back in my school days.)

“Tust drive it around to the shop, Ted,” he
said, “We'll service that battery for you there.”

Once at the shop, Jarvie and Grade 12 stu-
dent Lance Jacob went back under the hood,
| removing the corroded cables while checking
every other item in sight.

“Clean up those posts and clamps,” Jarvie
patiently instructed Jacob, “Make sure they’re

It used to be called ‘auto mechanics’
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shiny so they make a good connection.”

Before long, student Nicki'Read was also in
the fray, as Jarvie instructed her how to add
water to the battery, covering the electrodes.

“Your cables are done,” he said, “They’re
about eight bucks at Canadian Tire. We can do
it here— there’s no labour charge, only parts.”

After changing a transmission balanced on
a wooden plank decades ago, a battery cable
wasn’t about to overwhelm me— I said so.

“Your alternator belt is looking bad too,”
he added. Yup, I could handle that too.

The session lasted about 20 minutes, as the
students learned how to service a battery.

The auto mechanics (oops, transportation
technology) room at the high school was filled
with cars in various states of repair. Some had
wheels off, others had hoods up with students
leaning over the fender. Jarvie said lots of cars
go through— many of them students’ or
teachers’ cars, in need of repair.

“They can’t be in a hurry for their car,” said
Jarvie. “We use these cars to teach the kids, so
we can't get them in and out in the same day.”

As I thanked them and headed on my way,
it occurred to me how my dilemma had
helped those kids learn a couple things.

The first, how to properly service a battery.

And secondly, the value of lending a hand.
And that’s the most important lesson of all.

10 MOUNTAINVIEW ROAD SOUTH
905-877-5177

THURS/FRI/SAT WOW WACKY WEDNESDAYS
LARGE 4 TOPPING PIZZA 35¢ Wings MIN. 10 MAX 100 PER ORDER
ONLY $9.99 SOUVLAKI DINNER Rec. .99...ONLY $7.99
S__UNMON/TUES . (With Fries, Pita and Salsa)
MED PIZZA . 3 Toppings AL PARMESAN Ric ss5...ONLY $6.99

rec. 12,16 ONLY $7.99  PIZZA, WINGS & POP COMBOS
ITALIAN PASTA DISHES 1 Lg. PIZZA, 30 WINGS & 4 POP ..... $24.99

2 Lg. PIZZAS, 30 WINGS & 6 POP ....$29.99

rec. 599 ONLY $4.99 Lg. PIZZA & 3POP..................$11.99

LARGE PEPPERONI 2 1g. PIZIAS & GPOP ............. ....$18.99

ONLY $6.90 1 Med. PIZZA, 20 WINGS & 3 POP ... $17.99

WALK-IN SPECIAL 2 Med. PIZZAS, 20 WINGS & 4 POP .. $22.99

#9 for 1 subs *Kids Meals 1 Med. PIZZA, & 2POP..................$9.99

*Salads & Wraps 2 Med. PIZZAS & 4POP ...............$14.99

*Italian Pasta Dishes 1 Sm. PIZZA, 12 WINGS & 3 POP .....$13.99

2 Sm. PIZZAS, 12 WINGS & 2 POP... $16.99

SAVE $2.00 BE™SSrvEl . T

On any food order over $10 (before la.fes'l 2Sm.PIZZAS& 2POP ............... $12.99
“We accept al competitors coupons® ALL COMBOS INCL. 3 TOPPINGS

FREE DELIVERY After 4 p.m.

MINIMUM $8.00 ORDER FOR DELIVERY

DELIVERY AVAILABLE DAYS

11 am. -2 p.m. - $2.00 charge
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www.curvesinternational.com

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d.
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