Officers are there to show you the way |

‘m goihg to give you a few pointers so
that when you encounter a police offi-
cer directing traffic, you will know
how to respond. First I have a quick ques-
tionnaire.
If you see a marked police cruiser
blocking a lane do you:
1. Assume that they can’t parallel park
and drive around.
2. Assume that they are having a coffee
and drive around.
3. Assume that the lane is closed for an
emergency and take an alternate route.
If there is an officer in the roadway or
intersection do you:
1. Assume that the officer is leading an
exercise class and ignore them.
2. Assume that the officer thinks he/she
is Don Quixote and ignore them.
3. Assume that the road is closed for an
emergency and follow their directions.
[ hope that you answered 3 for both
questions.

When an officer is in a busy roadway or
intersection directing traffic there is always
a reason. It could be that the lights are mal-
functioning, there may be an accident or
spill, or there could even be a parade.
Whatever the reason, you must follow the
officer’s hand signals immediately.

The officer may or may not be able to
answer any questions depending on how
heavy the tratfic is. If you are from the area
you will probably be able to find an alter-
nate route. If you are not from the area, and
it is a busy intersection, don’t stop to ask
directions! You will put yourself and the
officer at risk. Follow the officer’s directions
and then stop at the next gas station. If traf-
fic is heavy it will require the officer’s full
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attention, and they must not be distracted
by a motorist who wants to:talk to them.

Motorists often assume that the officer is
being rude when they tell them to move on.
Not so. It is to minimize the risk of a colli-
sion.

Remember, we're not there in the blazing
sun, pouring rain or blowing snow for fun,
we're trying to keep the traffic moving or
protecting a scene.
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On an unrelated note, Dick O’Brien is
speaking at 7 p.m. on November 20 at Chris
Hadfield School in Milton. If you haven't
seen Dick speak, you should make an effort
to go. He is very entertaining while impart-
ing a great wealth of knowledge. He will be
speaking on “How to raise resilient chil-
dren.” Admission is free. The talk is pre-
sented by the Milton Parent Education
Network and is being funded by the School
Councils in Milton. I hope to see you there.

If you have any questions about this or

any other police issue, contact me at 905-
878-5511 or laurel.barnett@hrps.on.ca

—Const. Laurel Barnett is the community
support officer for 1 Division
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“The staff was very helpiul, knowledgeable,
and supportive. | feel heaithier and better
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that’s anything but square.

Area Rugs can provide just the right touch to enrich your home
with beauty. Versatile and attractive, area rugs can create a
stunning focal point in any room. Carpet Barn Carpet One has
a vast assortment of distinctive area rugs in a large variety of 3
styles, colors, sizes and patterns. You'll find hot new TSI =
designer fashions, timeless traditional patterns and dozens of s

choices for any room in your home. "

NEW STYLES
NOW IN STOCK

Unique Warranties
Exclusive Brands

every color,
every size,
and every style.

Personal Service
Certified installation

CARPET BARN#ZCARPET ONE

26 Guelph St., Downtrown Georgetown

e 905 877-9896 e 1-800-CARPET-1 (7

carpetone.com CARPET

When it comes to flooring...nobody does it better.® OINE

SMOKING

is it worth it?

......

Someday, you'll
be offered a
cigarette or

be tempted to
smoke. Before
you start,
think about it:
every drag you
take screws up
your body.
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resolve to
lose weight.
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Smoking can
cause
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permanent
damage to
your body. Once
a person starts,
it becomes
extremely tough
to quit.
And did we
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quit smoking.

R i A abe o cash you'll be

blowing in the
process?

So, if you're
tempted to
start, ask
yourself,
“Is it worth it?”
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