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Editorial

What happened?

In rgtrospect, the 2003 Halton Hills municipal election cam-

paign will likely be remembered for everything it was sup-
posed to be...but wasn't.

The race for the mayor’s chair was supposed to be a tight race
with much of talk on the street indicating a tough battle between
Acton Regional Councillor Rick Bonnette, Georgetown Regional
Councillor John Day and incumbent Mayor Kathy Gastle.

But when the votes were tallied Bonnette— or “Bunny” as most
residents know him— surged to an early lead and never looked
back. Day, who by most accounts ran an aggressive campaign,
never seriously challenged. Even more surprising was the terrible
showing by the ever-confident Gastle who finished nearly 3,000
votes behind Bonnette and nearly 2,000 in arrears of Day. Clearly
the outgoing mayor misread the temperature of the electorate.

With the most exciting mayor’s race in memory, it was also
expected voter turnout would be high. Advance poll turnouts,
which were almost double those of 2000, also pointed to a high
turnout. But, in the end, only 32.65 per cent of town residents—
seven per cent less than in 2000— cast their ballots. To those who
didn’t make the effort to vote we can only say, “shame on you”.
By not voting you essentially forfeited your right to complain
about the performance of those who bravely put their name for-
ward and won election.

Even the counting of votes didn’t go as planned as town staff
had worked to streamline the process and make results available
quickly. However, while many municipalities were already
declaring winners, Halton Hills voters were left staring at blank
screens as the town computer system crashed repeatedly.

While for Bonnette and the other victors it was a night to
remember, for many others it was a night best forgotten.
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the intersection of Guelph Street
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I say another since this has
been the fifth accident at this
intersection since we have been
living here (two years). Luckily,
no bystander was injured,
though the driver may have
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It is amazing the town has not

Dear editor,
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Sadly I fear that we are wait-
ing for tragedy before the town
does anything about this prob-
lem. |

If the latest accident happened
an hour later there would have
people standing there or walking.
to the downtown market. o

High school students walk to
and from school and many of the

Dear editor,

This month 14 of our choir members had the
opportunity to meet with eight veterans, who
agreed to open their homes, minds and hearts to
our young people. These vets shared their stories
in hopes of educating young people about the sac-
rifices made by their comrades, and to emphasize
the need to strive for peace.
| The children and teens were awed by the veter- |

ans. In spite of the difficulty in sharing sometimes
painful memories, the veterans enjoyed the com-

200 words and may be edited. done anything to prevent these nursery schools are in this area. pany of our young people and appreciated that
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accident, we call the town, yet

here...why can’t the town?
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