Letters to the editor

EAs are ‘worth their weight in gold’

(This letter was originally sent to Halton
District School Board education director
Dusty Papke. A copy was made available for
publication.)

Dear Mr. Papke,

I am sending this e-mail to you with
regards to the current situation involving the
Education Assistants. I am a parent of two
children who attend Glen Williams Public
School. Neither of my children have any
notable disabilities.

So, you are probably asking yourself why
someone such as myself would be writing to
you with regards to this issue? volunteer my
time to monitor lunchtime once a week to give
the teachers a small break. I also help out with
nutritional snacks and volunteer when help is
needed in the classrooms or for reading pro-
grams.

With all of the time I spend in the class-
rooms 1 get to see first hand what an
Education Assistant (EA) is faced with on a
daily basis. My daughter has a wonderful little
girl in her class who has Down’s syndrome.
Without the relentless time and energy her EA
spends on her, she would not be so well inte-
grated into her class as she currently is. Or do
[ now have to say, was?

Today when I was at the school to do
lunch duty I was floored by the utter chaos in
the hallways and classrooms. At this point
had no idea the EAs had walked off the job. I
watched while these poor children were shuf-
fled from one classroom to the next in search
of who would be sitting with them next. Is
that what you feel an EA does? Sits with these
children? I certainly hope not!

Without an EA, this delightful little girl
would not have the opportunity to learn in an
environment with all of the other children. She
would not have the assurance that she is safe
at all times. She would not have the chance to
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choices for any room in your home.
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When it comes to flooring...nobody does it better.”

that's anything but square.

Area Rugs can provide just the right touch to enrich your home
with beauty. Versatile and attractive, area rugs can create a
stunning focal point in any room. Carpet Barn Carpet One has
a vast assortment of distinctive area rugs in a lar ge variety of

. You'll find hot new $ige
designer fashions, timeless traditional patterns and dozens of %

Personal Service
Certified Installation

ARPET BARN 7 CARPET ONE

26 Guelph St., Downtown Georgetown
e 1-800-CARPE1-1

be a “normal” little girl.

My seven-year-old daughter, who is one of
her best friends, does not understand why her
friend may not be able to remain in her class at
this time. My daughter has learned more from
this child about disabilities and a barrier-free
society than I think you could ever imagine.
She is also very aware of the fact that this child
and her EA are a pair. To her one cannot exist
without the other.

Is that the picture you are hoping to paint
to the children of today? That the Halton
District Board of Education can be capable of
tearing a child from both their EA and their
classroom? The EAs deserve to be paid what
they are worth in the eyes of all parents and

children— not just those disabled and their

families. And Mr. Papke, they are worth their
weight in gold!
- Patricia Kirby, Georgetown

Good Samaritan thanked

Dear editor,

Recently my wallet fell off the roof of my
car while driving away from the Petro Canada
at the corner of Guelph St. and Mountain-
view Rd. I realized within minutes that it was
gone so I sped back to that area to look for it.

A group of teens told me the driver of a sil-
ver SUV picked up what looked like a black
glove off the side of the road minutes before I
arrived. I was devastate— wallet gone— I was
also leaving the country the next day.

When I got home I found a message on my
answering machine. Mike Maraganis, the
owner of Toppers Pizza, had picked it up
while on his way to deliver a pizza. Every-
thing was returned safe and sound.

That’s why I live in Georgetown, thanks
Mike.

Deena Zahavich, Georgetown
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every color,
every size,
and every style.
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Why Choose a Career Politician for Mayor

when you can Vote for John Day?

This isn’t simply another election.
This is more about choosing between
career politicians who have made it
their business to make promises.

S
.........

Or you could vote for John Day, a man who
has the vision and the experience to make
Halton Hills into the jewel of the GTA.

There is another big difference. John listens.
His Mayoralty will be open, accessible and
trustworthy. There will be no hidden
agendas. You will never have to read
between the lines to figure out whether John
is making empty promises to make you feel
_ | . good or making promises because he knows
. he can deliver.

What else is different about him? Only John
e Day, amongst all the other mayoralty
candidates, learned the tools of municipal

Day administration by working for 17 years in
Hazel McCallion’s City of Mississauga.
T People’s Mﬂl]ﬂ?‘ And that's the best “Municipal Training
AT S /i00]” and the best “Role Model” you'll

ever get in the Halton Hills" race for Mayor.

Call: 905-877-7083
Visit www.johnday2003.ca
or www.johnday.caz.ca

If you want a Mayor who will listen to your
issues and do something about them, vote for
John Day on November 10. Halton Hills
cannot drift for another three years.

“My vision is to make Halton Hills into the jewel of the GTA. We can build our town's
future around people, the environment, sustainability and our collective prosperity. I call
that intelligent growth. But it won't happen if we allow career politicians to determine our
future or be at the mercy of external forces that bulldoze Halton Hills into a community

with no identity to call its own. Please read my platform on my website.
The last thing we need is another three years of smoke and mirrors = I 0 hn D ﬂy

MEET JOHN AT ANDY’S FAMILY RESTAURANT, 15 MILL ST.,
ACTON. THURS., OCT. 23, 7:30PM. LIGHT REFRESHMENTS.
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| resolve to
lose weight.

£ for the last time.

Weight Loss Gift
Cerfificate~

Bring this couponinby.
October 31, 2003 to
redeem your $200=
Gift Certificate towards
afull weightloss
program. Jonnow
and start in January.
or start foday and

lose weight by
NewYear's Eve.

guaranteed resuits

free one-on-one consultations
lose up to 7 Ibs. per week

*Excludes Product

OCTOBER 22 - 26




