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Bride meets rescuers 23 years later at her wedding

e Halton Hills firefighters who had a hand in res- | o -
cuing a baby girl from a house fire in Georgetown
23 years ago have often wondered what became
of her— and on Saturday they finally found out.

. knew that the baby was not breathing when she was
i taken away and nothing sticks in the guts of a firefighter
worse than thinking if only we had have been there a
second sooner,” said Lewis.

But a message received a short time later lifted their

The four-month-old baby, who was blue and wasn’t "

breathing when then Halton Hills firefighter Bernie
Egerton brought her out of the smoke-filled MacKenzie
Dr. home on July 18, 1980, recovered fully from the fire,
grew up, and on Saturday married her boyfriend Rob
Beattie in Ancaster.

Much to the surprise of the bride, three of the Halton
Hills firefighters who took part in her rescue— Egerton,
Bruce Lewis and Bob Paul— were invited to the wedding,
and recognized after the ceremony for rescuing Reneé.

“That was very special,” said Reneé Beattie. “I was
just so overwhelmed. I just said thank you to them for
coming and caring what happened to me.”

“I felt I owed something to them,” added Beattie, who
said many in the church cried along with her at the emo-
tional meeting.

Finally meeting Beattie also meant a lot to the firefighters.

“It was great,” said Lewis, who added they were at the
wedding representing all the firefighters who responded
to the fire at the MacKenzie Dr. home. “We've all won-
dered for years and years, whatever happened.”

He said seeing the girl, all grown up, provided them
with some closure.

Egerton described the meeting on Saturday as
“thrilling” and “exciting.” Their memories of the fire call
more than 20 years ago are still vivid in their minds.

When the call came in Lewis said then Fire Chief Mick
Holmes, now deceased, and Deputy District Chief Egerton
(now retired) responded in the chief’s station wagon to the
call, which came in as house fire with a person trapped.

When they arrived, frantic people directed them to
the backyard where the windows had been kicked out in
an effort to reach the baby.

He said the basement was heavy with smoke and
there were flames coming from the basement stairs area
making entry very difficult.

Egerton, who did not have his breathing apparatus
with him, lowered himself through a basement window,
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332 Guelph Street, Georgetown

IT'S SWEATER WEATHER!

This season’s sweaters include autumn
mainstays in traditional wool and classic cotton.
But there is so much more to know! Retailers are
ofiering sweaters made of silk blends, rayon,
acrylic, and wool blends. There is also a renewed
Interest in natural fibers such as angora, mohair
cashmere and shetland.

Decorating trims such as leather, suede,
snakeskin, fur, sequins, and beads add a special
look to many knitted items.

These sometimes delicate knits — especially
those with decorative trim - require special
aftention.

PROPER CARE

It the care label recommends at-home
washing, read and follow the instructions carefully.
When the care label reads “dry-clean only” take

r sweater to Barragers Cleaners. Point out any
spots or strains which may require special
treatment.

Some trim$ can be difficult to clean. When you
purchase a garment with trim, ask about the
retailer's return policy.®f there’s any doubt about
care procedures, ask Barragers Cleaners to pre-
test a small area to determine how it will clean. If a
problem occurs in the care process, the garment
should be returned to the retailer for a refund.
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become a yo-yo dieter.

I had been overweight for in my behavior. I
. ten years. I was unhappy
% and disgusted with my first week! |
myself. No matter what |
did, I couldn’t lose my
weight. Food seemed to have some strange energy to spare.
control over me. I couldn’t get past a bakery
without loading up on breads and pastries.
I tried a variety of diets on my own. I even tried
those chalky shakes. Nothing ever worked. I had

*Weight Loss
*Stress Management
eStop Smoking

Call Now for your FREE Consultation
- L]
Positive Changes
Hypnosis Centres

Stress Management
Stop Smoking Alcohol Free

35 Main 8t., South, Olde Dovwntown Georgetown
(Two doors south of the TD Bank)

(905) 877-2077
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Bride Reneé (Adema) Beattie and husband Rob
Beattie pose with Halton Hills firefighters (from
left) Bob Paul (retired), Bruce Lewis, and Bernie
Egerton (retired). Photo submitted

took a breath, closed his eyes and searched for the baby,
having to return to the window for a breath of fresh air.

He found a crib, but no baby, and was told by Tracy
Adema, Renee’s mom, that the baby was in a car bed on
the floor next to the crib.

The pumper arrived and a hose line was pulled to the
rear door and firefighter Bob Paul (now retired) took off
his breathing apparatus and passed it to Egerton, who
was continuing to search.

After then firefighter Larry Brassard and Captain
Lewis knocked down the fire, Lewis joined Egerton,
whose efforts Lewis described as heroic, in the search for
the baby. She was finally found and rushed out to the
waiting ambulance attendants.

Reneé’s mom doesn’t know how long it took the firefight-
ers to rescue her girl, but said “to me it seemed like hours.”

Adema said Reneé “was not breathing and she was
blue and limp,” when she came out of the basement.

"I prayed and prayed while they worked on her in the
ambulance,” said Adema.

“Everyone was very low, sad and somber, as the
smoke was being cleared and clean up was going on. We

“Hi, I’'m Tila MacDonald.
| shed 35 Ibs. in 4 easy months
with hynosis ”

DESE{)‘FE!‘}' e
[ read about ‘K& IR
Positive Changes 3%
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Guardian. I saw a §, st
A ' person | Ry
recognized in the |
ad. I thought that S | -
if hypnosis could - . '
work for  her,
maybe it could
help me, too.
Results
I noticed an
immediate change
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took off 8 pounds

Best of all. | never ™™
feel deprived. I enjoy my life more and have

My Recommendation
My recommendation to you is this, give Positive
Changes Hypnosis a call. Schedule your
complimentary  hypnosis  screening  and
‘evaluation. I know you’ll be as impressed as I am.
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spirits. -

“The ambulance crew wanted us to know that the baby

was alive and breathing” Lewis said about the message.

Adema, who with her children was visiting her par-
ents, Bill and Jane VanderKooy at the time of the fire,
said Reneé made a speedy recovery and is grateful to

the firefighters for their efforts.

She said doctors predicted Reneé would have respi-

ratory problems, but she did not.

“It was a miracle. God really blessed us with that,”

she said.

—By Lisa Tallyn, staff writer
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140 GUELPH ST.
877-8882

We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Sale Prices In Effect from
Sat. Oct. 4/03 to Fri. Oct. 10/03




