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Editorial

Cloudy legislation

ttawa’s move this week to introduce legislation decrimi-
alizing possession of as many as 30 joints of marijuana
will not please everyone. Such a move is, in fact, guaran-
teed to anger many, infuriate others and leave many others scratch-
ing their heads.

On the one hand, the Liberals are telling Canadians not to use
marijuana; that they do not support its use but, with the same
breath, are saying it is okay to smoke a few joints, that you will only
face a fine now instead of a criminal charge.

How are we to make sense of this legislation?

Many Canadians believe that marijuana should be considered an
illegal drug— period. Marijuana, they will argue leads to abuse of
other, more powerful and addictive drugs. Loosening the marijuana
laws will only tempt youngsters who aren’t using it to try it and
encourage those who are smoking up to increase their intake.

However, let’s be blunt.

The current marijuana laws are not working—and they haven't
for the past three or four decades. |

Our already clogged courts shouldn’t be burdened with hearing
thousands of cases each year for simple possession— the time, effort
and cost of hearing such cases are simply not worth the end result—
a judicial slap on the wrist. | -

To that end,\changing the current legislation makes sense. The
Canadian chiefs of police think so, as does the Canadian Medical
Journal Association and likely the three million Canadians who use ;
the drug. Toughening penalties for growers from a maximum of
seven years to 14 years is a good move and dealers can still face life
sentences.

This legislation is both sensible and contradictory at the same .
time and, as we said earlier, a law that not everyone will like. .

But, then again, the federal government(s) have only had four ‘
decades to work on it. |
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