Mediation set for today .
EA contract talks not going well

V'I'Ihe president of the employee group
that represents special education
teachers in Halton’s public schools
says contract talks are not going well and have
not been helped by information in a board-
issued letter that was inadvertently sent to
some parents.

Lynne Gurzi, head of the 500-member
Halton District Educational Assistants
Association, said a mediation session with the
board is set for today (Friday) but to date
negotiations have been sporadic and are now
somewhat tainted.

Addressing the latter observation, she
referred specifically to a letter dated May 14
and signed by the Halton board’s top admin-
istrator, education director Dusty Papke.

The letter was addressed to the parents and
guardians of special needs students and is
meant to update them on contract talks.

One clause states, “Unfortunately we have
been unsuccessful in reaching a settlement
with the EA’s uniondespite offering more in
total compensation than has been pmvlded by
the province for collective bargaining...."

Gurzi disputes that claim.

“We’ve had no serious offer from them
because we've had nothing in writing. Our
total compensation package (now) is the worst
in the GTA for the 31 boards.”

The board’s executive officer of human
resources, who is also its lead negotiator in all
contract talks, said Thursday that the letter
Gurzi cited was not the right one.

Dawn Beckett-Morton said the final version
of the letter was the same except that there is
no reference to compensation.

“That wasn’t in the final letter. That’s not
the official letter from the board. There was a
letter sent out in error and it was called back,
said Beckett-Morton.

“It’s not public knowledge what we’re
offering,” she added. Gurzi, who said she only
learned of the other version of the letter on
Thursday, said the damage has been done.
She noted she’s been inundated with calls
from parents of special education pupils want-
ing to get an update on negotiations.

_“Some of the angriest calls were from par-
ents who wanted to know how much we were
offered” because they had received the letter
with the reference to the board offering more
in total compensation than the province was
providing in funding. |

Gurzi said she is also concerned about
wording later in the letter, which was includ-
ed in the board’s final version. It states, “Your
child is currently receiving the support of an
educational assistant in our schools. You may
want to consider making tentative alternate
arrangements for your son or daughter should
the board find no educational assistant sup-
port in our schools on or anytime after
Monday, June 2.”

The president of the Halton EAs said she
interprets that as an indication they may be
locked out anytime after that date, the earliest
the independent union could go on strike.

“I see that as a veiled threat that if we don't
get a deal by May 30 they may be locking us
out. We have no intention of striking in June.

The strike vote was intended to send a mes-
sage to the board that there is solidarity
behind the things we feel are important to dis-
cuss,” said Gurzi.

Beckett-Morton countered by saying the
board has not indicated it will lock out the
EAs after June 2.

“We have mediation scheduled for May 30
and we’ll see what comes out of that.

“As far as I was concerned, a strike vote is a
serious thing and it would be very unfair for
us to sit back and not give our parents any
warning.

“This is a situation where parents have to
find alternative support, in some cases, for
these children” if the EAs are not in the
schools at some point, she said.

Gurzi’s group consists of about 400 perma-

nent and term-specific workers as well as
about 120 casual and supply EAs.

Gurzi said they have met with the board
for only about four hours over three meetings
since January.

—By Tim Whitnell, special

| Guide to
| the Outdoors

Kayak Lessons will be available this sum-
mer on Saturday morning, June 7, 8 am~12
pm, Saturday afternoon, June 7, 1 pm-5
pm and Saturday Moming, June 21, 8
am-12 pm. This is an introductory lake
water kayaking program. In this program
you will learn about kayaking equipment, |
basic strokes, self-rescues and boat con-
trol. Course is limited to 8 people. Cost
per Person. $75.00. Location: Bass Lake at |
Terra Cotta Conservation Area. The
lessons are taught by Professional
Certified Instructors from Echo
Adventures. The equipment is provided
by Canoe Country and a rental contract
| must be signed. Young people under the
age of 16 must be accompanied by their
parents. We also rent kayaks. It's a fun and
easy way to enjoy the outdoors!
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Marion’s Country Band
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The families of .
Mae and

Don Milton

50th Wedding
Anniversary

'

June 14th,

and lunch.
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Would you like to see
your story or opinion
published?
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Have you had
an amazing,
unique or
devastating
experience to
share with
other teens?

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

The Independent & Free Press is looking for written sub-
missions and story ideas from local teenagers for our new,
upcoming special section just for teens. It will contain opin-
ions, experiences, lnformatlon and advertising geared to
today s youth.

Deadline for submissions is Tuesday June 3, 2003
Submit your story at our office located at

280 Guelph St., Unit 29, (in the Georgetown Market Place)
or email to sharrison@independentfreepress.com

Results Happen at Positive Changes Hypnosis!

Former “Diet Leader” Praises
Local Hypnosis Program!

My name is Melissa Hayden. I lost 30 pounds with Positive
Changes Hypnosis. 1 went from a size 16 to a size 8 in four
short months. I am at my ideal weight and I feel greut’

Dally Struggle
I struggled with my weight all my life.Up and down, up and down, 4
like a yo-yo. I thought to myself, I am an intelligent woman, wh}T
can’t I control something as simple as food? I knew that I was deal- £
ing with more than just weight.
I am a former ‘diet leader’. I had a lot of weight loss know-how, £ ==
but it didn't motivate me. After working so hard to lose 80 SNl |
pounds, I had gained back 30. I couldn’t get a handle on it. I
picked up the phone and called Positive Changes Hypnosis. §
I was skeptical, but desperate. (I wish I had done it sooner
knowing what I know now!)
100% Satisfied!
I am completely satisfied with my results with Positive Changes #
Hypnosis. With hypnosis the changes come from the inside. After
my first week it becaime automatic. Now that I have lost my
weight with hypnosis, I know I'll never gain it back. Hypnosis
makes it that simple, easy and relaxed. I'm thrilled with my
improved appearance. I'm living my dreams! Thanks to
Positive Changes Hypnosis, I know that I’'m the best I can be. |
want people who are struggling with dieting like I was
to know that it can be different. Hypnosis made all the
difference for me. I recommend Positive Changes
Hypnosis to anyone who wants to lose weight. But I
would add a warning label to it that says, be prepared
to have other positive changes happen in your life!

Get started today. Call for your & e §
FREE oy
Hypnotic Evaluation

Positive Changes
Hypnosis Centres

Stress Management
Stop Smoking Alcohol Free

35 Main St., South, Olde Downtown Georgetown
(Two doars south of the TD Bank)

(905) 877 2077
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