Te a’Che ,

~ Jhat appeared to be promising con-

W:lracts talks between the Halton

District School Board and the

union representing its secondary school teach-
ers have broken down.

Two weeks after the president of the Halton
union announced he was optimistic a deal
could be reached this week, Joe Harwood said
he's back to being frustrated.

"We continued to make some minor
progress, but when it came down to the short
strokes the board is not prepared to mirror set-
tlements across the province. So we stopped.”

The president of the 750 full-time equiva-
lent high school teachers with the Ontario sec-
ondary School Teachers' Federation, District
20, said the two sides talked from 9:30 a.m.-4
p.m. Wednesday.

Provincially-appointed mediator Greg
Long presided over the meeting. |

No new negotiating dates have been set.

Halton's public high schoeol teachers have
been working without a collective agreement
since August 31, 2002.

"The sticking point s a pattern set across
the province for split (salary) grids for higher-
end rates... and the board's not prepared to
make that kind of settlement," Harwood said.

Harwood said about two dozen school
boards have settled contracts with their high
school teachers. The average final settlement
figure for one year is about 4.2 per cent.

"We're looking at less than some of the set-
tlements and more than others. We believe
that Halton teachers should be somewhere in
the middle of the province.”

The board's current offer, said Harwood,
would put Halton last in the province in terms
of the top-end of the pay scale for senior teach-
ers

Dawn Beckett-Morton, the chief negotiator
for the Halton board, indicated she's as frus-
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trated as Harwood.

"It's very hard for people to understand that
a board like Halton, which is a very rich com-
munity for the most part ... we are a very poor
school board," she said.

'It's very hard for everyone to accept,
including us. When we look at the resources
we have available for salary and contracts it is
not comparable to the other boards," said
Beckett-Morton.

'It's not that we are trying to pick a fight
with anybody in the whole thing."

Harwood is a little more optimistic about

making headway on non-monetary contract

items.

"There are three or four issues still out-
standing. The board seemed to indicate they
were prepared to move on those and they are
going to give us a response in the next couple
of days.” |

The union's current work-to-rule campaign,
which includes not covering on-call assign-

ments for absent teachers, is not being
increased at this time, said Harwood.

Halton Police have charged a George-
town woman who works as a bouncer at
Nashville North with assault in connection
with an incident at the bar last month.

Halton Police report that at 1:30 a.m. on
April 19 a 20-year-old Orangeville area
woman was being escorted out of the bar
when she was punched in the face and stom-
ach. She didn’t require medical treatment.

Charged is Jennie Harlow, 23, of Raylawn
Cr.
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—By Tim Whitnell, special
Female bouncer
faces assault charge

I'was overweight and
embarrassed Iby my

the holdiay deason. I
remember bringing
all those packets to
Thanksgiving dinner.
It was ndiculous and |
was miserable. I start-
ed trying other diets
such as shakes and
herbal pills. The
shakes left me feeling
starved and the herbal
pills made me a nerv-
ous wreck! You name
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After Shedding 24 Lbs. with Hypnosis, Marion Chauvin says,

ve Kept My Weight Off For 7 Years!

29
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