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George Kennedy School recently held its own Battle of the Books competition as
88 students, on eight’teams of 11 each, faced off in a round-robin tournament.
Grade 5 students (from left) Llndsay Perryman, Allison Waters and Erin
McConaghy were studies in concentration as they searched for the correct answer
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Some progress made in teachers’ talks

around the negotiating table but it

appears to be a case of no noise is

good news as it relates to contract talks

between the Halton District School Board and
its high school teachers.

Representatives of the public board and the

750 full-time equivalent secondary teachers

Tlhere s been no hugging or high- fiving

met with a mediator for 11 hours last week

and have decided to continue talking.

The next mediated session is May 7.

Spokespeople for both sides indicated the
meeting was cordial and somewhat fruitful.

“I think there are a lot of areas where
progress was made and some positive signs
about many of the items on the table. We hope
to clarify the rest and look for an agreement
May 7,” said Joe Harwood, president of
District 20 (Halton) of the Ontario Secondary
School Teachers’ Federation, on Monday.

Harwood’s counterpart at the Halton pub-
lic board wasn’t as specific but nonetheless
expressed guarded optimism about the first
round of talks in two months.

“I think we’re all trying to work for the
same end result, to get an agreement, and
that’s very positive (because) sometimes it
doesn’t come through in mediation but cer-
tainly it did with us,” Dawn Beckett-Morton,
the board’s executive officer of human

o Gette for all Olcaswions

resources, also said.

Beckett-Morton said the board and its high
school teachers had several face-to-face meet-
ings the afternoon and evening of April 24 fol-
lowed by some separate meetings with the
provincially-appointed mediator.

The secondary teachers have been without
a contract since Aug. 31, 2002 and been on a
work-to-rule campaign since late February

In the most recent add-on to the job action,
implemented in mid-April, the teachers’
union announced it was withdrawing its
members from on-call work in the event of a
colleague’s absence.

That prompted the board to react by can-
celling some high school field trips and other
extra-curricular activities. Beckett-Morton has
said the board feared schools might be left in a
situation where there are not enough teachers
to cover classes for ill or absent instructors.

Harwood has said it was for reasons of stu-
dent safety they chose to withdraw on-call
duties rather than refusing to do supervision of
students in cafeterias, libraries and hallways.

In any event, Harwood said an under-
standing was reached with the mediator that
there would be no escalation of the work-to-
rule campaign during the break before the
next mediation session.

—By Tim Whitnell, special
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* Quiet
» Compact

* High Efficiency
* 10 year warranty

Air Condltloner Maintenance $85. + GST

A/C cover
O nion

*Union Energy
Financing OAC,
See store for
details.

“APPLEBY SYSTEMS 877-8990

Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service
118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple)

Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4:

Lisa Bliss Says Hypneosis is a Sure-fire

Appointments available after hours upon request

Way to Lose Weight and Look Great!
She melted off 30 Ibs. two summers ago!

My nnameis Lisa Bliss. | am a registered
nurse. 1 dropped 30 pounds in eight
short months and kept it off for wo
years! I'd like to share my remarkable
success story with you.
DISASTROUS DIETING!
Dieting was something I dreaded. 1
thought it was my only way out. Itried diet
pills from the health food store. I tried other
programs and frozen, low-calorie foods.
Bmlmsunktoaﬂyﬂlmghlgm
¥ m&emimﬂmglaouﬂ]wemmlmg
term.  Luckily, I leamed about Positive
Changes Hypnosis Centers

HYPNOSIS IS

those first seven days, I easily lost4
whatsoever!
IWOREA SEXY
BIKINI ON THE
BEACH!
[ went to my brother’s
wedding in Mexico. 1
spent a lot of time on
pliments from family
and fmends. They made
comments such as, “Wow, |
you have a great body!” It

made me feel ke a million
DIFFERENT! dollars!
I noticed a change in my - CALL
behavior my first week. I IMMEDIATELY!
was dnnking more water I emphatically recommend
and didn’t want to snack  Positive Changes to anyone 4
be!.wem meals. Dunng Mx)wantstolosemgm'

Enter our draw ﬁ:::-r a free Chocolate Basket!
Store Hours: Wednesday - Friday 5:30pm - 8:00pm
Saturday 10:00am - 5:00pm
sunday 12:00pm - 5:00pm

27 MAIN ST S. GEORGETOWN, ON
(Beside TD Canada Trust)

905-873-9075

BRING IN THIS AD & RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE

Positive Changes
Hypnosis Centres

Stress Management
Stop Smoking Alcohol Free

35 Main St., South, Olde Downtown Georgetown
(Two doors south of the TD Bank)

(%05) 877-2077




