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Calls.for statfing analysis .
Union wants more

cops on the street

e Halton Regional Police Association (HRPA)
“is calling for a long-overdue workload and
staffing analysis for front-line officers to finally

address chronic shortages on the street.

“There is an urgent need for the chief and the (Halton
Regional Police Services) board to increase staffing as
______ soon as possible,” said HRPA presi-
S | dent Dave Atkinson.

.| Last week the Halton Regional
Bl Police Services Board passed the
¢ $61.7-million 2003 police budget—an
8.95 per cent increase over last year—
as presented by Police Chief Ean
Algar.

The budget must now go to

regional council, but as it stands now,

EAN ALGAR jt will cost the average household 5.6

per cent more than last year, or $322

in total, for policing. This is based on a $5.1-million cost

increase over 2002, $4.9-million of which is slated for

personnel— including 13 uniformed officers and seven
civilians.

“We're extremely disappointed that the chief’s bud-
get request does not represent any request that deals
with the hiring of additional staff to compensate for all
of the workload increases that have occurred over the

years,” said Atkinson.
See POLICE, pg. 3

Cops save dying woman : i
uick, decisive action by three Halton Santa Surprlses Senlors

Regional Police officers was crucial in saving

the life of a Georgetown woman Wednes- | Joyce Buchanan of Branch 197 (Acton) of the Royal Canadian Legion must have been sharing a very

day. : ; special joke with Santa as he dropped by the annual seniors dinner at the Legion Tuesday night. The
Halton Police report at approximately 5:10 p.m. | dinner, hosted by Acton Rotary Club, not only featured a visit from Santa, but also a full evening of
they were called to Delrex Blvd. near Gairy Dr.| Christmas music by the Acton Citizens’ Band, and the Guelph Royal City Ambassadors barbershop-

because a 46-year-old Georgetown woman who had |  pers as more than 300 enjoyed the evening. Photo by Ted Brown
been riding a bicycle had collapsed on the sidewalk |

from what is believed to have been a heart attack.
Within minutes, Const. Naresh Dabas, Const. Paul
DaRosa and Acting Sgt. Jason Mathers arrived on the INSIDE
scene and found the woman unresponsive, with no Sty
pulse and not breathing. T e e e 6
The officers immediately administered CPRand| | ATedBit.......ccovvvvvven.... 7

mouth-to-mouth resuscitation for approximately four Commun ity Cal én dar.. .11
minutes until paramedics arrived on the scene and
used a defibrillator to restore the woman'’s pulse. Sports --------- iseisiiuans = L]

She was then taken to Georgetown Hospital, stabi- Entertainment............ ...18 RNy, dhss: 22

lized, and transferred to York Central Hospital in : PR tm 7 WARER ._ -
Richmond Hill where she remains in critical but stable Health/Beauty/Fitness...21 Lo "a - ik :
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Devorn Place in Acton F
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STOP ‘N’ CASH (ASH AND A SMILE WHEN YOUNEEDT.
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