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_ Editorial

The better way

emember those dandy stories you used to hear
" from your parents and grandparents about how,
“When I was your age we had to walk five miles in

a raging snowstorm to get to school”?

Well, times have changed...sort of.

Now, we often hear that if some of today’s kids have to
walk more than 3.2 kilometres to school, parents demand
the school board provide busing for them. -

Facetiousness aside, Halton Catholic District School
Board trustees did the right thing Tuesday night when they
ignored a staff report which denied busing for students liv-
ing in Georgetown West who attend Christ the King (CTK).

Parents of 13 students argued their children faced an
unsafe 55-minute walk to the new Kigh school along busy
Hwy. 7 (a portion which had no sidewalk), while lugging 20-
30 lbs. of books. They asked that a stop be added along the
CTK-bound Acton bus route to pick up the West students.

The board lent a sympathetic ear to similar pleas from
parents of students living in Georgetown South earlier this
year, so to deny one area and not the other seemed a bit
unreasonable. The trustees obviously agreed and made the
correct call—unanimously.

If there is one sour note in this case it’s that the board will
review the busing issue— for Georgetown South as well—
in future years. For the time being though, local students
won’t be able to pass on any “when I was your age...”- sto-
ries to their kids.
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' Sad day for Escar;;menz_‘ '
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Dear editor, breeders objectionable and unfound- ~ welcome not only in their home, but Dear editor, |
As a breeder of purebred dogs for ed (Dog breeders need controls, Oct.  also in the community. People often Oct 17, 2002 will be remembered as a low point at
more than 30 years I find Mr. 16.) have to wait up to a year until a suit- the Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC).

Colpitts” letter thrashing all dog
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Contrary to Mr. Colpitts unin-
formed beliefs, the breeding of dogs,
including show dogs, is not a highly
profitable business. Breeders show
their dogs, not for monetary returns,
as cash prizes are almost non-exis-
tent, but for the pride in knowing
they have produced a dog that is
held in high esteem by their peers
and judges, and exhibits the quali-
ties that the breed standard requires.

Reputable breeders do their
utmost to breed only dogs that
adhere closely to the standard, are
free from genetic problems and have
sound temperaments.

Most breeders screen their buyers
to make sure they make suitable

“caregivers, having the time and

energy that a growing puppy
requires. Breeders spend endless

hours educating potential buyers in
breed requirements including health
problems, proper exercise, veteri-
nary care and obedience training to
ensure that each and every puppy is

able puppy becomes available.

The Canadian Kennel Club does
have a code of ethics and very strict
guidelines as to the registration of all

purebred puppies, but not all breed- -

ers belong to the Kennel Club.

Unfortunately there are some
people who do breed dogs for a
quick buck, with little concern for
the physical and mental health of
their dogs. These people are general-
ly known as backyard breeders and
puppy millers and should never be
confused with bona fide breeders
and I find it both insulting and hurt-
ful to be placed in the same catego-
ry. Perhaps Mr. Colpitts has his per-
centages reversed.

Mr. Colpitts portrays himself as a

trainer of dogs yet I wonder, with

such a biased and negative view of
breeders, how he can possibly give
his clients and their dogs a fair and
professional evaluation.
| Angie De Bruyn,
Acton
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I was stunned at testimony that the staff members
of the NEC— the people who are hired for their sci-
entific expertise— were pressured by their bosses
(the director and the chair of the commission) to
amend their recommendation for rejecting the
Dufferin expansion application and instead to
include an alternate recommendation in their report.
What would be the point of pressuring staff to create
alternatives to what they have initially scientifically
concluded? It certainly makes you wonder.

We would all do well to remember what
Commissioner Boraks said in his impassioned speech_
to turn down the motion. He pointed out thatthe
Niagara Escarpment Plan is an environmental plan.
[t was put in place to protect a beautiful and unique
land feature from just such goofy and untenable
plans as put forward by Dufferin—to pump huge
volumes of water within the area “in perpetuity”.

- What really appeared to have happened is that the
11 commissioners who voted in favour of expanding
the licence are actually in the process of changing the
NEC plan into a “development” plan. What a terrible
performance on the part of people we expect to pro-
tect our Escarpment legacy.
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News Editor: Cynthia Gamble
Staff Writers: Lisa Tallyn, Herb Garbutt
Photography: Ted Brown
Advertising Sales:

Dianne Fascinato, Cindi Campbell, Alexandra Stabins,
Christina Marshall, Angela Schurman, Elaine Thomas
Real Estate: Sue Spizziri
Classifeds: Mary Watson, Kristie Pells
Accounting: Pat Kentner, Rose Marie Gauthier

Telephone: (905) 873-0301 Fax: (905) 873-0398
E-mail: production @independentfreepress.com
Georgetown Market Place

The Independent & Free Press is published every Wednesday
and Friday at 280 Guelph St., Unit 29, Georgetown Ont., L7G
4B1. It is one of the newspapers published by Metroland
Printing, Publishing & Distributing Ltd., which includes:
Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, Alliston Herald/Courier,
Bancroft This Week.Barry's Bay This Week, Barrie Advance,
Bolton Enterprise, Brampton Guardian, Burlington Shopping
News, Burlington Post, City Parent, Collingwood/Wasaga
Connection, East York Mirror, Erin Advocate/Country Routes,

Nancy Geissler, Circulation Manager

Distribution e-mail: distribution @independentfreepress.com

Etobicoke Guardian, Flamborough Post, Georgetown
Independent/Acton Free Press, Huronia Business Times,
Kingston This Week, Lindsay This Week, Markham Economist
& Sun, Midland/Penetanguishene Mirror, Milton Canadian
Champion, Milton Shopping News, Mississauga News,
Mississauga Business Times, Napanee Guide,
Newmarket/Aurora Era-Banner, Northumberland News, North
York Mirror, Oakville Beaver, Qakville Shopping News,
Oldtimers Hockey News, Orillia Today, Oshawa-

Whitby/Clarington Port Perry This Week, Owen Sound Tribune,
Peterborough This Week, Picton County Guide, Richmond
Hill/Thornhill/Vaughan Liberal, Scarborough Mirror,
Stouffville/Uxbridge Tribune, Forever Young, City of York
Guardian.

Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of
a typographical error, that portion of the advertising space
occupied by the erroneous item, together with reasonable
allowance for signature will not be charged for, but the balance

Production:; Mary Lou Foreman, Kevin Powell, Shelli Harrison

Dolores Black, Debbie MacDougall
Distribution: Kim McClure

of the advertisement will be paid for at the acceptable rate.

In the event of typographical error advertising goods or ser-
vices at wrong price, goods or services may not be sold.
Advertising is merely an offer to sell which may be withdrawn at
any time.

Editorial and advertising content of The Independent & Free °

Press is protected by copyright. Unauthorized use is prohibited.
Price: Store copies 50¢ each; Subscriptions $26.00 per year by
carrier; $92.50 per year by mail in Canada; $130.00 per year in
all other countries. Plus G.S.T.

Second Class Mail Registration Number 6869. TI
Independent & Free Press is a member of The Canadi
Community Newspaper Association and The Ontar
Community Newspaper Association.




