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Paratrooper recalls life during war

‘It was either kill, or

y the time Canadian

troops were hitting

Juno Beach amid vol-
leys of machine gun fire, a
Georgetown veteran had
already been in France since
the wee hours of that morning.

Tom Clapham, a member of
 the First Canadian Parachute
Battalion, was the first of his
group of 17 paratroopers to
dive out of a plane into the
darkness at 1 a.m. that morn-
ing, as tracer bullets streaked
up from the ground below.
When he hit the ground, he
found himself in a swamp.

“T had no idea where I was,”
he said in an interview from
his home in The Sands, “1
heard something coming, and
when it got closer, I saw it was
a cow. | figured a cow eats
grass, so it’d know the way
out, so I followed it to a road.”

Clapham found a half dozen
of his colleagues on the edge of
the road, near the village of
Varaville in France, not far
from Caen. Their job was to set
up a barrier, preventing the
enemy from advancing on
troops landing at Juno Beach.

“We were to keep the
enemy at bay, so when I heard
gun shots up the road, another
fellow and I decided to move
up to see if we could help out.
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My rifle was somewhere
underwater in the swamp, but
he had one.”

Before they made it to the
fighting, the other fellow was
killed by a sniper, so Clapham
picked up his rifle and contin-
ued. Eventually he encoun-
tered the enemy, and before he
got out, had killed a number of
them, and doubled back to
hide by a hedge until the firing
subsided.

“I no more than got there,
when the field right next to us
was bombed by our own
planes. I huddled down and
never got hit, but it was close.”

Running into another col-
league who had no gun, they
decided to find their outfit, but
had to cross an open road after
climbing a wooden gate. |

“] sent him first since he had
no gun, but when I got half
way over the gate I saw a
German tank coming up the
road,” said Clapham, “I shout-
ed for him to run for cover,
and I dropped down on the
middle of the road, to return
fire. The tank couldn’t hit me
since I was lower than its gun,
but the soldiers with it sure
could.”

Clapham lost his helmet but
miraculously, was never hit.
He told how the bullets were
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hitting the road all around N -
him, and the farmhouse A E P, e T
behind, but not one found its B v, AR O, . Sy
“I returned fire and hit a e,
few of them (the enemy) then | ' |
one huge guy started to climb | 8 SRR
a steep incline to try to get . T b st
behind me,” he continued, “I P iR
had to kill him, because he
would have had me for sure.” . _ i

Clapham said during war, g <%
killing wasn’t something he N g - |
wanted to do, but it was the G o
only way to survive. . O ’ @ )

“Tt came down to either kill, : .
or be killed,” said Clapham. “It
was simply a matter of staying 4
alive in the middle of a war.” o o

A daylight jump a week B oy p——
later found Clapham and his . e
colleagues landing on the far ey . ook ey
side of a bridge in enemy terri- |[omm—e. = L\
tory, so the Allies could e &2 .
approach it from their side in e A S & @ - B e
France. & -

“We crossed a ploughed -
field, and I suddenly ranintoa [§1 il

mﬂChj_nE gun," Sﬂid Clapham, o ;__;__-:555a;-_5-:._-;.-,;:-;_Z_:-_;::;-;::-:;.: . i -
“I crawled down the finished TR S G E e e
furrow in the ploughed field, ;. . X
but the bullets were hitting the
dirt above me.”

He and two others saw two
brand new German tanks
advancing, so they tried to find
a mortar.

See GEORGETOWN, pg. 7
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Pte. Tom Clapham (right) was pictured with Ptes F. J. Mollin
(left) and H. L. Churchill, as they boarded a jeep in
Ladbergen Germany, April 6, 1945. (Canadian Army Photo,
from “Out of the Clouds,” 50th anniversary commemorative edi-
tion of the First Canadian Parachute Battalion.)
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Heather Burke, Cheryl Donoghue

We Honor & Remember
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Service, Bags & Belts for All
Makes of Vacuum Cleaners

Open _
Monday to Saturday

905-873-8196

54 Mill St., Georgetown
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|deal For:
"House *Garage *Yard Cleanup *Renovations
'Shingles *Dirt Removal
'Sand, gravel, screenings delivery

Containers Size 8'x12'x4’ (13 cu. yds)
Delivered by versatile roll off truck that goes
where larger trucks should not

519-853-3332

1-877-633-6259 (Limehouse)

CONSTRUCTION

FLOORS ¢ CUSTOM SIDEWALKS
POOL DECKS ¢ DRIVEWAYS ¢ STEPS
CURBS ¢ PATIOS * CAPPING REPAIRS

GREAT PRICES - QUALITY WORK

Call (519) 853'0540 -

Serving Halton & Area FREE ESTIMATES
Thank you Veterans.

CREEK

Service Centre

Where service has been our
business for over 39 years

905-877-9042

A special time to remember our
freedom and fortunes.

We honour our veterans
and our current forces.

Grant, Glen, Mary Jane
& all our employees

THANK YOU.
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89 Main Street South

Georgetown
905-877-6569

email: fooddye@stn.net
www.downtowngeorgetown.com/foodstufis




