Stature no roadblock for local teenager

onathan Fuller doesn’t let

something like his short

stature stand in the way of
leating a full and happy life.

Fuller, 16, of Georgetown is only
4’5” and when he is fully grown fig-
ures he will only reach 4'10”.

Due to achondroplasia, a genetic
condition that results in dispropor-
tionately short arms and legs, Fuller
is a dwart.

The condition has not stopped
the Grade 11 student at Christ the
King High School, from participat-
ing in all the activities he loves. He
plays hockey, coaches lacrosse, plays
golf and snowboards.

According to the organization
Little People of America, achon-
droplasia occurs once in approxi-
mately 26,000 to 40,000 births and

the overwhelming majority of peo-

ple who have it enjoy normal intelli-
gence, normal life spans and reason-
ably good health.

Fuller’s mother Lynn said that
her son has experienced some health
problems related to his condition
over the years.

“As an infant he had hydro-
cephalus and numerous ear infec-
tions,” she said.

She also said Jonathan has an
enlarged forehead, flat feet, is bull-
legged and has had several dental
problems, which are all characteris-
tigs of the condition. Orthopedic
problems are also common.

She said her son regularly attends
a dental and orthopedic clinic at The
Hospital for Sick Children.

“He had a few problems, but they
always seemed to be overcome,” she
said.

Fuller said when he was
younger— in Kindergarten and
Grade 1— there was not a huge dif-
ference between his height and the
height of his friends, but that has
changed, as he has gotten older.

“Once I hit (teen age) that’s when
it really started,” said Fuller, whose
friends now stand a foot or so taller
than him.

But the difference in height does-
n’t bother him.

“l1 don’t even think about it,” he
said. “My brother doesn’t even

know I'm different.”

He doesn’t get teased about his
height at school but there have been
times while walking down the street
he has been called a midget.

“It used to really tick me off

before,” said Fuller. “Now I'm used
to it.”

He added that doesn’t happen to
him at school.

“A lot of my friends are very pro-
tective of me. (They) try to make
sure everything goes well.”

While there are organizations for
dwarfs, such as Little People ot
Ontario, Fuller said he is not inter-
ested in joining because he would
“rather just hang out with my
friends here.”

Fuller said the only time his
height has caused him any real
problems is in his job search.

He believes his size is the reason
he wasn’t hired at a local fast food
restaurant after having seven inter-
views over the past couple of years.

“l1 don’t know what other reason
why they wouldn’t hire me,” said
Fuller. “It makes me sick, what is
happening.”

Despite that experience, Fuller
continued to look for work and
landed a job at Food Basics. He is set
to start there tomorrow (Thursday).

Fuller plans to go to college after
graduating from high school and
perhaps study business.

—By Lisa Tallyn, staff writer
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Jenathon Fuller (right) is joined by his friends
Darren Legree (seated) and Mike Magistrale, as
they enjoy school activities at Christ the King
High School. Fuller, a dwarf, hasn’t let his size
stop him from enjoying life to the fullest.
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Thursday to Sunday, October 24-27 only’

PADERNO

FOR FOUR DAYS ONLY, Padernos high quality, stainless steel cookware is 40-68% off list.
With stay cool handles, no drip lips, astonishing heat control and a 25 Year Warranty, Paderno qual-
ity and value are simply unbeatable. Dont miss this opportunity for big savings on the cook-
ware you'll use every day...and love for a lifetime. Pots for Eternity, Sale ends Sunday!

2 50% OFF

6.5 litre Dutch Oven, Doorcrasher

" 80% OFF this

oL 1 1_1.,

335 Mul“ St E 4 litre Casserole, versatile aspara-  just $29.99!"

4 litre Saucepan gus cooker. Sale 2 litre sauté list $96.5.
Mlh’ﬂ“ covers included priced at 357 60 Cover not included b
11} fhﬂ (orner ﬂl: *Not all J'mﬂm:-;;f n;n n Sunday. DoorCrasher limited to first 20 customers each day at each sale location, one per customer. Sorry, no rainchecks.

Not all items available at all locations see dealer for details.

Main St. & Thompson Rd.

ACTON
Home Hardware

362 Queen Street E, (519) 853-1730

Make it a ‘““Canneberges Christmas!”
We are now accepting party reservations for the
upcoming holiday season. Our main dining room

accommodates up to 30 people. For a more intimate

setting, join us in our adjacent Snug (holds 10 to 14).

Inquire about our separate, ventilated, smoking lounge.
Entrées from $14.95

126 Main Street South
Olde Downtown Georgetown

(905) 877-1923

Information & Dealer Listings: Call 1-800-A-NEW-POT {1-800-253-9?63} or web site: www.paderﬁu.cum



