Fall bulbs = beautiful spring flowers

pring-blooming bulbs seem like

such a miracle. Plant them in the

fall and like magic, beautiful-col-
ored flowers emerge in early spring. As
with all gardening, it is important to
select the right location and take the
time to prepare the soil.

Selection

Pay careful attention to where you
plant bulbs because they demand excel-
lent drainage. Ideal places include
slopes, raised beds and any other spot
where water can drain freely. Don’t
plant them closer than four feet from the
house because the home’s warmth will
cause them to grow prematurely, which
will harm their ability to bloom well and
stay healthy year after year.

Choose bulbs the way you select
fresh fruit. “Bulbs should be fat, but not
mushy when you squeeze them,” says
Aaron Mahoney, The Home Depot’s
gardening expert. “Make sure they don’t
have mildew or rot. If they do, the bulbs
won’t make it through the winter.”

Planting

Bulbs can be planted any time until
the soil freezes; however tulips, daffodils
and hyacinth require a period of
extreme cold to stimulate their growth.
Once planted, bulbs function like facto-
ries, storing and processing their own
food through the cold winter months.

To ensure good drainage, dig to a
depth of at least 18 inches, working in
compost or sphagnum peat moss to
improve soil texture and adding a fertil-
izer made specifically for bulbs.

“The secret to a lush, full-looking gar-
den is to plant bulbs in layers,” says
Mahoney. “This will ensure that you
have more flowers over a longer period.
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If you do it right, you can even enjoy
beautiful blooms from March through
June.”

Set the larger bulbs, such as tulips
and daffodils, on the deepest layer of
earth. Cover them with soil and then
plant the smaller bulbs, such as crocus,
on top. The early blooming bulbs will
bring colour to your garden at the same
time the foliage of the lower bulbs
begins to appear.

In addition to planting bulbs, now is
the time to dig up and store sensitive
bulbs that cannot withstand the winter.
Use a spading fork to gently lift the
bulbs from the ground. Inspect them for
signs of disease, and discard those that
are affected.

Bulb Sampling

* Galanthus, or snowdrops, appear in
early spring, pushing their way up
through the late snow.

* Tulips come in many colors and are
available in short, medium and tall sizes,
as well as early and late-blooming vari-
eties.

¢ Leucojum require little mainte-
nance and produce bell-like blooms of
pure white with a green spot on each
petal.

* Anemone produce white, blue or
pink blooms that appear in early spring
and are great for rock gardens or wood-
ed locations.

® Muscari look like bunches of blue
and white grapes and are perfect for
planting below other bulbs.

* Narcissus, frequently called daf-
fodils, are available in a wide variety of
heights, bloom times and colors.

—News Canada
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Web Sltes on the rise

local business reports...

Web Site creation is on the nse

according to local business owner, Ron

Brooks of Labyrinth Industries Inc. who
build web sites from scratch.

We are seeing more and more busi-
nesses wanting the Internet working for

them. Labyrinth Industries Inc. has been -

helping businesses promote themselves
for over 9 years.

We asked Labyrinth Industries Inc,
what seems to be the reason fﬂI‘ this
increase?

A web site is the great equalizer;
we’ve constructed web sites that are bet-
ter than some of the fortune 500 compa-
nies. But you don’t need to have a com-

plicated and expensive site to achieve'

your goal. Labyrinth Industries Inc.
designs web sites for small and large
companies alike.

We can make you look like a million
without spending one. We asked what
should you do if you were thinking
about having a web site for your busi-
ness. If you are thinking about a web site
we can help you. The hardest part is
deciding what you want your web site
to accomplish. The best thing to do is to
write down 5 or 6 sentences that
describe your business. We can help you
from there. It doesn’t cost anything for
a 1/2 hour discussion and we don’t use
tech talk; we use plain english. The one
thing to remember is you won't instant-
ly create new business, but you will get
found as more and more companies use
the internet to source out new vendors.

In addition to Web Sites Labyrinth
Industries Inc. also offer several other
avenues to promote your business.
Promotional Products are a proven win-

ner; things like key chains, mugs pens
etc. with your company logo on them:
Why do these do so well for cumpamés?. s
- While  promoting your business in
effective, when you '

print is extremely
couple that with a free gift the impact is
three-fold. They also offer Graphic
Design and Print services. Anything

from business cards up to large scale J}
What makes them

colour brochures.
unique is their ability to move your
business logo or image from
Promotional Products to Prlnt to Web
seamlessly.

_Labyrinth Industnes Inc.. 10-

IIIﬂtES your business in three of the

most captivating mediums avail-
able: Promotional

Design & Print, and Web site pres-
ence, all in a seamiess, consistent
home for your business image.

Ron Brooks of labyrinth Industries Inc has
been helping businessess promote themselves for
over 9 years.
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