NEC meeting site angers residents

e fact the Niagara Escarpment
Commission (NEC) will take a posi-
tion on the Dufferin Quarry expan-

sion at a meeting in Owen Sound instead of
Georgetown this month has angered several
people.

Richard Murzin, spokesperson for the NEC,
said the commission has received approxi-
mately 25 letters from people unhappy the
Sept. 19 meeting won't be held in Georgetown
and requesting the location be changed.

Barbara Halsall, president of Protect Our
Water and Environmental Resources
(POWER) is among those unhappy with the
location of the meeting.

“This is very frustrating for the people
from the area who might like to attend just to
show opposition, not to mention those who
might like to speak,” said Halsall in a letter to
The Independent & Free Press.

“While it is not clear whether Dufferin had
a hand in setting the location of this meeting,
they certainly have allowed the schedule to
stand,” said Halsall.

She said ‘that Dufferin had been aware the
meeting would be in Owen Sound since July
and that “they have allowed this to go for-
ward when a simple request by them could
have changed the meeting location to
Georgetown.”

Sarah Lowe, property and resource manag-
er for Dufferin Aggregates, said they had no
choice in selecting the September date.

“Dufferin didn’t have any input into the
NEC decision to hold its September meeting in
Owen Sound,” said Lowe. “We learned about
the location after we heard that our applica-
tion would be postponed until September.”

She said in response to the public’s con-
cerns, Dufferin asked NEC if the location can
be changed for the September meeting.

“It cannot. NEC advised us that they con-
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sidered the public’s requests to change the
location at the NEC meeting in July, and
decided not to change it, for a number of rea-
sons,” said Lowe.

NEC spokesperson Richard Murzin said
about twice a year the NEC holds its meetings
in other locations, and the Sept. 19 meeting is
one of those dates.

“That’s how it fell on the schedule,” said
Murzin, of the Dufferin matter.

He said as the Escarpment covers a huge
area, people from other areas have to travel to
Georgetown for meetings even though the
NEC could be taking positions on applications
in their area. He added there are two applica-
tions on the Sept. 19 meeting pertaining to the
Owen Sound area.

Murzin said Dufferin could have asked for
a change of date, but that would have resulted
in g later date.

“It's our impression Dufferin was happy to
see it go ahead as quickly as possible,” he said.

“We are keen to receive the NEC decision,
and move forward with the remaining process
later in the year,” said Lowe. -

She said the public has access and input
into all the agencies’ decisions by written sub-
missions or attending meetings.

“I expect there will be good attendance at
the NEC meeting in Owen Sound. In addition
to the written submissions, I am sure the pub-
lic’s concerns will be extremely well represent-
ed to the commissioners by those members of
the public who will attend,” said Lowe.

Halsall said those wishing to join a POWER
delegation in taking a bus to the meeting can
call her at 905-873-0344.

Murzin said the NEC staff report on the
Dufferin amendment to the Escarpment plan
is expected to be on the commission’s Web site
www.escarpment.org on Sept. 9.

—By Lisa Tallyn, staff writer
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UP YOUR BIKE’S

END OF SUMMER
SALE

ENDS THIS SUNDAY!

BIKES

BEST PRICES EVER

BRODIE, GARY FISHER, HARO,

MIELE, SCHWINN, 6T

ALSO

PARTS, ACCESSORIES, CLOTHING,
HELMETS - EVERYTHING ON SALE!

SKATEBOARDS..

COME CHECK US OUT!

905-702-8854 162B GUELPH
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