Board won't cut busing for specmhzed classes

arents of many public

school children taking spe-

cialized classes around
Halton will be relieved to know cuts
to their transportation funding have
been removed from the ongoing
school board budget deliberations.

The inclusion of nearly $1 million
in spending reductions in four areas
of transportation has been whittled
down to one area totalling about
one-quarter of that amount, follow-
ing the removal of the other three
items by Halton District School
Board senior administrators.

Proposed budget cuts .of $410,000
for the busing of French immersion
students, $168,500 for the transporta-
tion of English as a Second Language
pupils and $162,900 for gifted stu-
dents had been on the chopping block
up until just before Wednesday’s
school board meeting, when a revised
list of budget cuts was unveiled.

While final budget decisions will
be made by the 11 trustees in late
June, there are still $233,900 in cuts
proposed related to transportation
policy exceptions.

Board chair and Halton Hills
Trustee Ethel Gardiner said she will
suggest a busing policy exemption
remain in place for students in
Georgetown, citing longer, more
dangerous walks for pupils there,
particularly in winter. Halton’s
Catholic board has granted a similar
busing exception to its students in
the same area.

Board business superintendent
Carla Kisko said the Georgetown
component accounts. for about
$70,000 of the quarter-million pro-
posed cut.

You wash in it, do your dishes and laundry in it. Your family
depends on it. So who do you rely on to supply your home

with hot water?

You now have a choice!

Enjoy the value of hassle-free hot water from Enbridge Home Services. We
offer rentals, sales and service for a complete hot water solution for ail your

home's needs. . -

* A quality, high efficiency natural gas water heater that saves more

energy than a standard water heater

= Expert installation and service from our experienced technicians
* Access to a 24 hour/7 days a week emergency service phone number

* Peace-ofFmind, hassle-free hot water with no extra maintenance

or parts replacement charges*

* An agreement that's transferable to the next

owner should you sell your home.

Enbridge Home Services offers competitive monthly
rental rates which can be added to your Enbridge #

bill. No bill? No problem! We can arrange a

monthly statement for your rental water heater charge.

Who are you
relying on for the

hot water I

Beyond the bus-
ing issues, the Halton
public board still has
many difficult deci-
sions to make before
it can achieve a bal-

anced budget.
The new list of i
items under consid-
eration for reduction
amounts to $4.05
million, down from
the $4.2 million proposed last week.
Board staff say they are working
on the assumption of receiving
$285.44 million from the Ontario
Ministry of Education for the 2002-
03 school year, based on the latest
student enrolment projections.
Another $200,000 was added
frﬂm the Halton bDard’s reserve

ETHEL
GARDINER

fund leaving it seeking $4.05 million
in reductions.

There were several other major
changes made to the proposed bud-
get, including decreasing the num-
ber of new education assistants to be
placed in elementary schools next
year, particularly for special educa-
tion students.

The initial plan for 63 new full-
time equivalent EAs was downgrad-
ed to 37 last week and has been fur-
ther reduced to 27 additions, result-
ing in a saving of $970,000.

“You are doing a great job,”
Gardiner told board staff, “but it is
evident the kids will suffer greatly.”

One area where almost $500,000
is savings was found was retirement
gratuities.

—By Tim Whitnell, spgcml

Catholic board also strugglmg with budget

n an effort to balance its 2002-

03 budget, the Halton Catholic

District School Board is consid-
ering cuts that could reduce service
levels in a variety of areas.

On Tuesday, superintendent of
business services and treasurer Joe
Birett told trustees that, despite
adjustments already made, the
board is still about $3.9 million short
of balancing next year’s proposed
operating budget, which now stands
at $148.8-million.

“Staff is continuing to review the
expected revenues and estimated
expenditures in an ongoing effort to
bring the two into balance,” Birett
said. “However, there is now little
doubt that further reductions in
budget expenditures will have a sig-
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or call toll free 1-800-266-3939
Visit our website at enbridgeservices.com

nificant impact on the board’s ability
to deliver instructional programs
effectively.”

As a result, Birett made the board
aware that it may have to consider
staffing reductions in all depart-
ments and support services plus

“severe containment of all salary
increases” for 2002-03,

Also on the table are reductions
in programs such as DARE and staff
training initiatives, plus changing
half-day/every day Kindergarten to
full day / altemate day delivery.

Reductions are also being con-
templated for student transportation
(a $712,000 shortfall is estimated)
and grounds maintenance.

—By Howard Mozel, special
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Enbndge Hume Senﬂues ts th& rem@Eed expert in water heaters for
your home. With many years of experience supplylpg_ home comfort and
peace of mind to Canadians, Enbridge Home Services currently has over
1.2 million satisfied rental water heater customers in Ontario,

And now, for a limited time only, 'get your first

3 MONTHS RENTAL FREE!

Call your local Enbridge Home Services
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Enbridge Home Services is a trade name used under license from Enbridge Inc,

*Sgme conditions may apply. Call your logal Enbridge Home Services dealer for details and contract conditions.
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*offer expires June 15/02

SALES and 14
SERVICE

COME SEE OUR
GARDEN CENTRE

GEORGETOWN
FRUIT MARKET
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Bring in thls ad and receive
$20°° off your TV purchase*

Guaranteed service with all sales
Phone 905-877-3405
WESLEYAN STREET,
Downtown Georgetown-Just off Main St
Closed Sundays
www.downtowngeorgetown.com/millierety

% Featurmg a huge selection of hanging .

baskets, garden plants and garden sonl
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140 GUELPH ST.
877-8882

We reserve the right to limit quantities.
Sale Prices In Effect from
Sat. June 8/02 to Fri. June 14/02




