Bill proposes protection from pesticides

people for many different uses— in

agriculture, municipal services and
by individual homeowners. They fight plant
diseases, wipe out weeds in gardens and
also repeal insects that ravage crops. Like
most public policy issues, there are people in
favour of using pesticides and those who
would like to ban their use. Pesticides are an
issue for all Canadians and the residents of
Halton riding in particular.

Much has changed since the Pest Control
Products Act was enacted in 1969. Scientific
knowledge about health and environmental
protection has greatly expanded. Canadians
are better informed and more concerned
about risks to their health and the environ-
ment and they want a greater say in how
such risks should be managed.

Pest management technology has become
much more sophisticated. Major pesticide
users are better educated and trained.
Federal, provincial and territorial pesticide
regulatﬂrq operate with greater transparency
and in closer co-operation with one another.
International harmonization has become a
fact of life in pest management regulation.
S0, to modernize the act, Health Minister
Anne McLellan has introduced Bill C-53.

Bill C-53 seeks to safeguard Canadians,
especially children, from the health and envi-
ronmental risks posed by pesticides. It
would help ensure a safe and abundant food
supply and has three main objectives.

First, it would strengthen health and envi-
ronmental protection by requiring special
protection for infants and children, taking
into account pesticide exposure from all
sources including food and water, consider-
ing the cumulative effects of pesticides that
act in the same way, and supporting pesti-
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cide risk reduction.

The second objective of the bill is to make
the registration system more transparent, by
establishing a public registry to allow access
to the detailed evaluation reports that Health
Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory
Agency prepares on registered pesticides, by
allowing the public to view the test data on
which these pesticide evaluations are based,
and by allowing the PMRA to share scientific
studies with provincial, territorial and inter-
national regulators.

Third, Bill C-53 would strengthen post
registration control of pesticides by requiring
pesticide companies to report adverse
effects; making it mandatory to re-evaluate
older pesticides 15 years after they are regis-
tered; providing the Minister of Health the
authority to remove pesticides from the mar-
ket if the data required for a re-evaluation or
special review are not supplied; and provid-
ing for increased powers of inspection and
higher maximum penalties of up to $1 mil-
lion for the most serious offences.

The bill is presently being studied by the
Standing Committee on Health and can be
accessed at www.parl.gc.ca I invite your
comments on this or any other issue.

—Julian Reed is the MP for Halton
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Mold-Masters Sports Plex (Alcott)

Doors Open at 8 p.m.
Tickets - $20

FREE - coMMUNITY BUS SCHEDULED

* THE INDEPENDENT

& FREE PRESS
* MOLD-MASTERS SPORTSPLEX
* EMERALD ISLE

80 s, R&B
and Classic
Rock
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e JV CLOTHING
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* McMASTERS MEATS

Mald for You

> Household and Light
Commercial Cleaning Service

We are Courteous, Professional,
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“Experience The Difference”

Sunday, June 9, Noon - 4pm

You are invited to Wetherby's to celebrate the

Queen's Golden Jubilee - 1952-2002

* A remote broadcast from noon to 4 pm by

AM740 Prime Time Radio

* Refreshments served in the garden (under

the tent if we have showers)

* Browse through the selection of Jubilee
Souvenirs & Collectables

* Display of “Royal” photos

* Sign your name on the Special Card which

will be sent to H.M. Queen Elizabeth |l
* Acton Citizens Band

Come & Join Us
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149 Church St. E., Acton

e 1-866-272-1560
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Ears

By Cory Soal
R.H.A.D.

Many people risk their
hearing by either wearing
earplugs loosely or wearing no
protection at all so they will be
able to hear voices, machinery,
Or music more Llﬂdrly' (Popular
misconception).

Noise-induced hearing loss is
a result of exposure time, the
average noise level and the peak
level of very loud sounds. Some
people seem to be more
susceptible to hearing loss than
others, so that protection on the
basis of an average time and
sound level exposure will only
protect the “average’ person.

If you would like to find out
more about exposure times and
hearing protection programs,

call...
The Georgetown M
HEARING CLINIC

We care about your hearing!

Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210
Georgetown

(905) 873-6642

Confident Kids
Happy Parents

Just a phone call away!

[t can start happening today! With
0 Oxford's personalized programs and
= low teacher-student ratio, your child
will see results almost immediately.
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- Better Grades
“Summer Sessions”

- Improved Confidence
- Higher Selt-Esteem

211 Guelph Street
Georgetown, Suite #1
(905) 877-3163

www.oxfordlearning.com
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