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Fans of 4X4s can go back to school |

Continued from pg. 1

the four-wheel drive vehicle’s
full potential after attending the
Jeep College in the mid-1990s,
and later, when Chrysler devel-
oped a 4X4 course of their own.

“I decided the time was right,
and the need was apparent to
start my own course and open it
to the public,” said Wagstaffe,
“It’s based on the Jeep College
course, but without all the
‘techy’ stuff they teach. My
course is more hands-on and
allows drivers the chance to put
a 4X4 vehicle through some chal-
lenges in a controlled course,
and in doing so, realize the
potential of the vehicle they
drive to work each day.”

When Wagstaffe extended an

Dan Wagstaffe gives class
instruction to help 4X4 own-
ers understand their vehi-
cle’s capabilities.
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invitation to me to attend his off-
road driver training course,
images of the wild and rough
Paris to Dakar Road Rally came
to mind, with vehicles flying
through bogs and over humps,
airborne with the mud flying.
But I was to be proven wrong.
Beginning the morning in a
classroom setting (Wagstaffe has
refurbished his garage into a
comfortable classroom,) we
learned of the history of the
four-wheel drive vehicle, from
its early days in the military
arena, the first Jeeps (manufac-
tured by Willys) and their suc-
cess in the North Africa cam-
paign against Rommel.
Wagstaffe’s classroom seg-
ment was interesting as he dis-
cussed the differences between
all-wheel vs. four-wheel drive,
the usefulness of limited slip dif-
ferentials (or whatever catch-
phrase name manufacturers are

using this year) and the fact that

running a 4X4 with the four-
wheel drive engaged while dri-
ving on dry roads is nothing
short of idiotic, since it grinds off
the tires and wears out the U-
joints long before they’re due.

Getting stuck in mud or sand,
and negotiating the vehicle
through snow, sleet and rain
were all covered, as well as dis-
cussions in the use of high and
low range settings for the SUV.

He stressed the need to keep

a four-wheel drive vehicle in
good repair— if it isn't repaired
when needed it will cost a great
deal more if left, by wearing out
associated parts.

Safety was also stressed, and
the practice of taking along a
buddy when traveling long dis-
tances into wild territory is a must.

“Tell someone where you're
going, and when you intend to
be back,” said Wagstaffe, “If you
don’t show up at that time, at
least they have an idea where to
start looking for you.”

“I always say look before you
leap,” he added, “If the area
looks too rough to drive
through, stop and check it out
on foot— i '
(and cheaper) to take another
route than to find yourself stuck,
and require outside help to get
your vehicle towed out.”

Various related subjects were
covered, like types of tires, infla-
tion levels in sand and snow,
right down to the tip of driving
with the windows up in the
vehicle.

“It's not nice to get’slapped in
the face with a branch from a
tree,” he grinned.

Common sense tips were also
abundant, like making sure the
vehicle’s fluid levels were up, as
well as the obvious of having
enough fuel. He also suggests all
cargo should be lashed down in
the back of the truck, and every-

Tlm Abbott eases his truck up a steep incline as he and
Wagstaffe travel the course behind Wagstaffe’s Ninth Line

home.

one should wear their seat belts,
both on and off the road.

One aspect of Wagstaffe’s
classroom session was rather
encouraging.

He’s a great promoter of the
“Tread Lightly” program, which
encourages off-roaders to show
respect for the environment by
not veering off the beaten track,
or simply picking up any
garbage (your own, or others)
while out in the wild. He sug-
gests we should try to leave the
great outdoors in better shape
than when we visit it. And
above all, respect property own-
ers’ right and never trespass.

While the classroom was
interesting, the real fun started

Photo by Ted Brown

when we took to the course.

Situated on the back of
Wagstaffe’s property, the course
gives drivers a taste of virtually
every type of obstacle they can
expect to encounter when off
road driving.

Dan took wus for a drive
around the course in his own
Jeep Cherokee.

“Slow and easy is the key
here,” says Wagstaffe, “We don’t
do that macho hair raising stuff
here, where we bounce from one
hump to another.”

Instead, he eased his Jeep

through the maze of obstacles,
all designed to challenge the lim-
its of the vehicle.

See GOING, pg. 3
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Todays Best... Yesterdays Classics.

99 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER
15th anniversary 514 500

platinum series, b
fully equipped 5299 ==

97 ESCORT LX SPORT
*6,390

i % o e

Air, power locks,
5 speed

97 CAVALIER
Air, *7,950
auto 5.1 68 fw

95 GRAND AM GT
Fully loaded incl.

leather, moon root, *7 450

only 135,000 km

98 GMC SAFARI STX

Fully loaded,
only 89,000 km

98 HONDA CIVIC DX

'9,990

Auto,
moonroof

13,500
‘279 =

$21 2re

95 TOYOTA COROLLA DX
Air conditioning, ¢
5,950

tilt wheel, stereo,

07 N'ISSAN KING CAB XE
Air, Auto, $11 500

Only 114,000 km 524 per

91 CHEV BERRETTA GT
V6, air, $
2,990

loaded

6 months or 60,000
km available

99 fAURUS SE WAGON
11,900
246 5

Fully equipped,
73,000 km

P~ T e e

2/71 ext. cab, 1 7 900
Iuadeq, 4x4 5370 per

98 PONTIAC MONTANA

Fully optioned
plus power
side door

12,500
$258 mo

95 ESCORT LX WAGON
Auto, air, power §
4,950

windows, locks

- q-usv= SILVERADO
Loaded. 51 6 500
ext. cab $341 per

Sale prices g-‘aﬂﬂ till May 31st,

905-702- 1494 43
On Hwy # ;ust east of Wlnston Churchlll Blvd m beaut:ful Norval

‘Payments are plus laxes, lip., admin. fee. based on 2 B % tate for 60 mes. Fol I{‘!;ﬂ‘l*‘-‘ under $12.500 at 9.75% rste.

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

No turn downs, lf you work yau drlve.

IO a.m. te 8 p.m., Frt. & Sat ta S pm. |




