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e see them everywhere,
in all shapes, sizes and

colours.

We see them loaded with luxury options—
leather, power accessories and high performance
sound systems that would rival most individual’s
home systems, not to mention their satellite navi-
gational equipment that would dock an aircraft
carrier. |

And though the trend— albeit almost a fashion
statement— to own a fully-loaded four-wheel
drive sport utility vehicle (SUV) has been elevat-
ed to the point of a status symbol, very few peo-
ple actually know how to drive them.

Some find them annoying as they squeeze into
e T smaller parking spots or obstruct the vision of

S ee———————— . - other drivers on the road. And when the SUV dri-
"""""""""" ik ver is intimidated by its size, they can be a bit
tough to navigate.

For me, it’'s when 4X4 owners try to justify
owning those gas-guzzling monsters saying they
need it to get to work.

[ almost laugh. If the weather is so bad one
requires a four wheel drive vehicle to get to work,
[ think it might be advisable to stay home.
(Unless, of course, you happen to be a snow plow
operator.)

On the other hand, if someone wants to drive
one for fun, then admit it. Don’t beat around the
bush.

It’s been estimated that 80 per cent of all SUVs
have never been engaged in four-wheel-drive,
and even less have been used to their full poten-
sl - = = Bl tial, off the road.

- | Dan Wagstaffe of Glen Williams has set up a
- “r training course to help change that statistic.

Called 4X4 101, the hands-on day long course

allows drivers of SUVs and 4X4 pickups an

opportunity to learn the full potential of their

vehicle, and as a result, possibly enjoy some out-

of-the-way places generally inaccessible by tradi-

| ' S TER tional two wheel drive vehicles.
Tim Abbott puts his 4X4 F150 through its paces in the water hazard under direction by Dan Wagstaffe Wagstaffe first became interested in exploring

as he recently took Wagstaffe’s 4X4 101 off-road driver training course. The course is designed to
allow owners of 4X4 trucks and SUVs realize the full potential of their vehicle. Photo by Ted Brown See FANS, pg. 2.
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