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Stats show hundreds of teens using needles

Feds provide $50,000 locally

for Hep C education program

alton Hills Community Support
and Information (HHCSI) is the
beneficiary of $50,000 from Health

Canada to be used for a Hepatitis C educa-
tion program.

Halton MP Julian Reed made the . e

announcement Monday. -

“Injection drug use is associated =
with at least half of Hepatitis C virus [
infections,” said Reed. “It can also be [
contracted through such means as §
tattooing and body piercing. Youth |
may be at risk of contracting §
Hepatitis C because of unsafe behav- B
iours. They need information to help
them make choices to prevent trans-
mission of this virus which, over the
long term, can lead to such serious illnesses
as profound fatigue, cirrhosis and liver can-
Ceky

According to the Halton Region Health
Department it can be spread by:

* sharing needles, or any other equipment
used for injecting drugs, even once

* body/ear piercing, tattooing, etc. with
unsterilized equipment

* accidentally being stuck with a used nee-
dle

* having unprotected sex with a Hepatitis
C positive partner (low risk)

HHCSI, as a lead agency for nine partners,
will hire a person for a year to set up an edu-
cation program among north Halton youths.
This worker will look for high school youths
to provide training who in turn can educate
their peers.
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“North Halton is absolutely underserviced
in terms of Hepatitis C education. There’s

been no concerted effort before to help youth

understand just how dangerous it could be
and to let them know they have to be

g terribly careful if they're going to do

& | certain behaviors,” said HHCSI exec-

| utive director Joan Barham.

“The statistics show there is a need

| for this in the Halton Hills area.”

According to the 1999 Halton Drug
Use Survey, 1.7 per cent of youth sur-

veyed admitted to using heroin in the
past year, 4.8 per cent used speed, 2
per cent used cocaine. Barham said
extrapolating those numbers to north
Halton youth population numbers, it
works out to 168 north Halton youth who
may have used heroin, 499 used speed, 269
used cocaine. That’s a total of 916 youths who
may possibly be involved with needle drug
injections.

~ As well, she said, there’s about 128 youths
that are at risk for homelessness, which is a
risk factor for drug use.

HHCSI partners are: Halton Region Health
Department, Hamilton AIDS Network,
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health,
ADAPT, Ford/CAW 707 Employee Family
Assistance, The Works, Toronto Public
Health , Bridging the Gap, the HARM
Reduction Production and Halton Regional
Police Service drug and morality bureau.
They’ll provide additional training, expertise,
office/workshop space, and funds.

—By Cynthia Gamble, staff writer
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| $ 1 7 9 - $Assurted colours $ - {hasket stuffers)
= . "33 3900 z 33 3700 1 - 7 9 33 3513 1 - 7 9 & 33 3563 1 7 9
- | ASSORTMENT OF ASSORTED JAPANESE MAPLE - EMERALD
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315 Guelph Street, Georgetown

Your first choice for QUALITY and SELECTION

New spring flowers are arriving, so you'll find all the brilliant
accents you need to create a “show garden”.

V1  GORGEOUS 14~
FIBRE MIXED

o N
Our BEST and the
perfect gift fof Mom!

Screened Top Soil
Triple Mix

Peat Moss (Black Loam)
Manure (Screened)
Sand, Gravel, Screening

Large and small quantities

FOR PICK-UP OR DELIVERY

Evenings 905-877-8145
Daytime 905-703-0503

® JIRE ONE ¢ LIRE ONE ¢ LIRE ONE ¢ AIRE ONE ©

Offer Expires Saturday, May 11, 2002

1.5 TON WAS $1890 — NOW $1490*
2.0 TON WAS $1990 —, NOW $1590*
2.5 TON WAS $2190 —, NOW $1690*
. 3.0 TON WAS $2370 _, NOW s1__390*

*Call For Detail (OAC) B

#HIRE ONE ;

HEATING & COOL nvaf [ heep
1-888-257-3240 * (905) 564-8545 = V-4

Visit our Showroom @ 1535 Meyerside Dr., Unit 20, Mlsslssau ]a g
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Each roll covers

8 sq. meters (16”x77.5")
#1 Mixed Kentucky Bluegrass

*1.99
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