Just once Norm,

s the NHL season winds down to the

semifinals, (the Stanley Cup finals are

probably slated for mid-August) I'm
amused by the armchair coaches the day after
any key game.

They second-guess every strategy used, or
criticize key plays that cost the team the game.

Personally, I have limited interest in sports.

My days of coaching from the armchair (or
bleachers) are long gone since I retired from
coaching ladies fastball with my kids.

['ve now become an armchair renovator.

When I can, I catch the home improvement
shows on PBS or TVO (living in the boonies
makes HGTV on cable out of reach for me.)

Be it Home Again’s Bob Vila, Norm Abrams
and Steve Thomas of This Old House fame, or
Dean Johnson and his obnoxious co-host Robin
Hartl on Hometime— [ watch ‘em all.

From my chair, I supervise the transformation
of a totally run-down structure into a veritable
Taj Mahal— in six half-hour programs.

[ sometimes allow myself to be amazed at the
transformation to the point where I've actually
become motivated enough to get out the mea-
suring tape, just to see how plausible such a ren-
ovation might be at my place— until I realize the
full impact (and cost) of the job.

Ya gotta have mighty deep pockets and a
summer home to renovate This Old House.

WhatI'd love to see, would be a candid
glimpse behind the scenes on those shows.

Let’s face it, when New Yankee Workshop's
Norm Abrams (or ‘Nam’ to his friends) makes a
cut, he never misses. A perfect cut every time.

Pulleeeze... no one is that good.

Norm is the Martha Stewart of home handy-
men/carpenters. He’s just too perfect. Every job
turns out bang on— drawers slide, doors close
squarely, and the legs are all the same length.

Just once, I'd love to see him be a normal car-
penter, who, after making that miter cut the
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Do you have

UNPAID

traffic tickets?

Yes? You're not alone...

We have over 50,000 unpaid tickets. We're Halton Court Services
and our fines total $11 million and are up to 13 years past due.
We inherited these fines from the Province a year ago and it’s our
Job to close these accounts and recover the lost revenue. The

good news is that $11 million belongs 100% to Halton’s taxpayers.

You need to know...

X Unpaid fines can cause License Suspension, Plate Denial,
Bad Credit Reporting or Civil Enforcement

v/ Easy payment plans can be arranged
You can be sure...

Halton Women's Place

Due to the construction/renovations at the Burlington and Milton
shelters, we are only able to accept donations of clothing that can be
placed in the Clothing For Charity boxes located at each facility. The
green Clothing For Charity boxes are also located throughout the Halton
Region and our clients are assisted with these donations regardless if they
are marked in support of Halton Women’s Place.

Halton Womens Place regrets that we are unable to accepl
non-clothing items at this time. Thank you for your continued support
and cooperation while we grow our organization to better serve the
women and children of Halton dealing with domestic violence.
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wrong way, actually curses like a freakin’ troop-
er and throws it across the room.

Just once, I'd like the camera to pan to that
huge scrap pile behind his shop— there’s gotta
be one somewhere out there.

Or how about Norm actually having to make
do with an inferior tool, instead of owning the
state of the art power tool for every damned
application known to modern man?

And when contractor Tom Silva on This Old
House opens up a wall on that 150 year-old her-
itage home, [ want to see some bats fly out to
scare the hell outta him.

With the current trend to provide ‘virtual
reality television’ like the Survivor or Fear Factor
series, why not have a little more reality in the
home improvement shows?

C’mon Norm, take that hammer and drive a
nail in and watch it split the trim on that door
jamb— don’t make a perfect hit every time.

My all time love/hate session is with
Hometime, where Dean and Robin take on the

impossible at some remote cottage /castle and
single-handedly make it into a work of art.

I'd pay money to see Dean miss that finishing

nail and blacken Robin'’s perfect manicure.

But there is one aspect of that show that will
never cease to annoy me, as I oversee renova-
tions from the cozy comfort of my armchair.

Will Robin ever pick up the light end of a
counter top or cupboard— and NOT grunt?

mistake
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If you have an outstanding fine contact us to ensure no further

action is taken. Don’t wait for our notification and risk enforcement.

Not sure what you owe? Call us and we’ll verify the charge and

the fine amount.

Contact us at...

Halton Court Services - Collections Office, 905-637-2425

or hcscollections @city.burlington.on.ca
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BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

Y¥¢ CROWNSEAL inc.

‘BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

Indoor or Outdoor Basement
Waterproofing Applications

10 & 20 year warranties on work

(905) 564-3575

| N_g_rval, Ontario_

nHﬂltﬂl‘l Hills School of Dance

With fully qualified teachers
Dance, drama classes, arts and crafts, interactive games,
Cedarvale Park trips, swimming, stage makeup,
puppetry workshops, jazz, hip-hop, and more!!
Special guest teachers for e.g. vocal workshops.
Camp runs 9 am to 4 pm each day

- ur

Extended hours from 8 am, and to 5 pm
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

July 22 thru August 9

Choose 1, 2 or 3 weeks

For more information call

877-1581

or e-mail hhsd@aztec-net.com
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Low! Low! Prices!

99 Pontiac 99 Sable
Grand Am Wagon LS
SE Ingd%dlfli‘ggks

V6, Auto, Air, Rear
Spoiler, Too many

and drives like
new. Call and

options to list! save!
One owner
1289/ mth 299/ mth
lease z
98
99 Sable EXPLORER
; dc:l::-?vE SPORT 4X4

2 door, Leather,
Black on grey,
CD, Auto, 1st

class condition.

382/ mth
financing

Leather power
seats, Too many
options to list!
Priced to sell.

LR

1998 ACCORD EX - 4 Cyl, Auto, Leather, black on Grey. $382/mth fin.

1998 GRAND CHEROKEE LTD - V8, White w/black leather. $349/mth fin.

1998 ACCORD SE - Auto, Green w/grey interior, fully loaded, balance of factory warranty, one owner. $382/mth fin.
1998 ALTIMA GXE - 4 dr., auto, power windows & locks, CD. $315/mth fin. >

1998 SATURN SU - 5 Spd., A/C, PS, PB. $218/mth fin.

1998 HONDA CIVIC CX HATCHBACK - Auto, Silver, Low, Low Kilometers. $269/mth fin.

1997 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY - Blue on grey leather, fully loaded, no options missing. $15,495
1997 CIVIC COUPE - 5 spd., A/C, spoiler, only 67kms. $12,995

1997 CRV - Auto, A/C, PS, PB, AM/FM Cassette, 4X4, 62kms. Call and Save!

1997 ODYSSEY - 7 passenger, blue on blue, auto, too many options to list. $15,495

1995 HYUNDAI ACCENT - 2 door, auto, PS, PB. Only $4995

1995 OLDSMOBILE REGENCY 98 - Blue on black, leather, only 70kms. Priced to sell!

905-873-1818 HOTLINE 905-873-1239

Georgetftown
Honda

Fax: 905-873-8246 Ask for Tom or Chuck




