Weathering an economic slowdown

wo weeks ago we had winter—

snowy, cold and miserable. Now,

after one week of rain we have
been thrust into the throes of summer.

It's a summer that seems long in com-
ing, despite the mild, short winter.

Getting nice weather a little earlier
than usual provides a chance to assess
our summer activities before summer
actually arrives. There’s summer travel,
events and local projects which have to
be given their proper due.

Coming out of a slow economy, it’s
tempting to be a little extravagant, how-
ever, I believe a better strategy is to
secure the home front first. The summer
of 2002 should be a year where we travel
locally, spend money at home and gener-
ally remember the beauty and wonders in
our own backyard here in Halton.

It appears we have weathered an eco-
nomic slowdown that was as short and
shallow as predicted. The fundamental
changes to Ontario’s economy over the
last several years have given us an eco-
nomic cycle where now, we are likely the
last into any slowdown and the first out.
However, for those people affected by the
recent economic storm, they are still
recovering from the loss of income and
the unpredictability in their lives.

In some respects we are all recovering
from the unpredictability in our lives
engendered by the events of September
11. Only now are details of border securi-
ty issues becoming concrete as business
and government struggle to cope with
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security in a post-9/11 world.

The Ontario government has weighed
in with a reconfigured Ministry of Public
Safety and Security.

Essentially, these security issues have
been given a high priority. As a first step,
the new minister, Bob Runciman, has
begun the process of establishing a civil-
ian emergency force to be called upon in
times of crisis to help with security and
emergency response.

The Ontario government has a couple
of issues high on its priority list for the
upcoming session of the legislature. The
OPSEU strike will be settled. A budget
will be presented and privacy legislation
will be dealt with. The new privacy legis-
lation will establish the parameters neces-
sary for more government business to
take place in a high tech environment.

So, summer has come early, but maybe

not a moment too soon, as a number of

important issues will be resolved or able

to move forward.

—Ted Chudleigh is the
MPP for Halton
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. SINGLE SETS STARTING FROM $349%
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autyrest Pocket Coils Re

Beautygst Pocket Coil Mattress and Single Box Spring Sets
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Beautyrest Pocket Coil sets include:

o mattress cover * bed frame ¢ pillows
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Confident Kids

Happy Parents

Just a phone call away!

[t can start happening today! With

0xkoRD X Oxford's personalized programs and
U\ . .
4 = low teacher-student ratio, your child
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Ty will see results almost immediately.

Register Now For

O . Bettet Giragies
“Summer Sessions

- Improved Confidence

- Higher Self-Esteem

211 Guelph Street
Georgetown, Suite #1

(905) 877-3163
www.oxfordlearning.com
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265 Guelph St., 400 Main St. E. '
Georgetown Milton

905-873-2753 905-693-9948
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The Do-Not-Disturb Mattress

*TM. Simmons L.P. Inc.

5 Used under licence by Simmons Canada Inc.

FREE

e local delivery & set-up

90 DAYS NO INTEREST/NO PAYMENTS oac Minimum $500 purchase
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