e Ministry of the
Environment (MOE)
needs to improve its air

quality index, regional council-
lors said in a motion last week.

The motion— approved by
the Halton health and social ser-
vice committee— followed the
release of a regional staff report
indicating air pollution is the
sixth biggest killer in Halton.

In a report titled, Illness from
Air Pollution — A Halton
Perspective, Halton’s Medical
Officer of Health Dr. Bob Nosal
said air pollution is directly
related to 55 of 849 respiratory
and cardiovascular disease

deaths in Halton during 1997
(the latest year of information
available). Air pollution is also
connected to 428 of 3,202 hospi-
tal admissions in 2000.

While changing the air quali-
ty index wouldn’t improve con-
cerns about air pollution, it

would better inform people of
the risks, Nosal told the commit-

tee.

The existing air quality index
categorizes the air as very good,
good, moderate, poor or very
poor.

“If you're looking at this ter-
minology, you’re basically
assuming as long as it’s good,

very good or
moderate, it’s
not a problem,
there is not an
issue. That is &
wrong. Most of

the health effects
that are occur-
ring are occur-
ring at these lev-
els,” Nosal ex-
plained.

“They (MOE) have to start
changing the words to low risk,
medium risk or high risk.”

Air quality ratings are based
on ozone, particulates, sul-
phates, nitrogen dioxide, sul-
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phur dioxide and carbon
monoxide levels.

The focus of the index also
needs to be shifted from local
factory emissions to the overall
pollutant concentrations in the
air, the medical officer contin-
ued.

“The bottom line is that it
isn’t what’s coming out of the
stack, it’s what'’s in the air that
all of us are breathing that’s
important. You can have a situa-
tion where everyone’s emissions
are below standards and you've
got terrible air because of the
concentration of it.”

Roughly half of Halton’s air

pollution comes from the United
States, 30 per cent from vehicle
emissions, seven per cent from
industry and the remaining pol-
lutants from households.

Federal and provincial
involvement is needed to appro-
priately address emission issues,
the committee agreed.

[f the committee’s call for
improvements to the air quality
index are endorsed by regional
council today (Wednesday),
Nosal will forward the request
to Minister of the Environment.

—By Richard Vivian,
special

FUTURE SHOP
CORRECTION NOTICE

Future Shop apologizes for the
following error made on the front
cover of this week’s flyer dated
April 10-16, 2002.

* Please be advised that the Compaq
4410CA Computer Package does
not include M64 32MB AGP Video
Card as stated. Instead, this system
comes with an 815e integrated
chipset with an open AGP slot.

«y1 Best New Franchise”
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The World’s
Largest
Women'’s
Fitness and
Weight Loss
Franchise
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We sincerely apologize for any
inconvenience this may have
caused our valued customers.

CURVES Our Exclusive
a Weight Loss Quickfit Circuit... (;
: Program V' takes only 30 minutes "
% : mlmers :ﬂ‘;‘;‘: E,.,“g;‘: :Eﬂdﬂﬁ The ﬁrSI wefght loss v’ burns body fat, not lean muscle ¢ Vall
E_: April 19, 20, 21 program designed v/ strengthen muscles and cardiovascu- ° ; ‘*
3 Fri: 1-10 — Sat: 11-10 - Sun: 11-7 around exercise. lar system

| Bramalea Legion Hall
“~&. Branch 609 — 1133 Queen St. E., Brampton
#  [From Hwy 410, turn East on Queen St.)

Admission *5 — Valid All Weekend
Under 12 Free With Adult - Free Parking

v/ begins when you arrive

By protecting lean B
vV is designed for women

muscles you lose body
fat while actually
increasing
metabolism.
Permanent results,
without permanent
dieting.

*offer based on first visit enrollment & min 12 mo. c.d. program

First 100 Members

66%

service fee
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Tired of the same old plants in your garden?
Ready to try something new?

Perennial gardening is one of the fastest growing gardening
trends today and with each year comes the introduction of
hew varieties and the rediscovery of old favourites, Unique
and different is what gardeners are looking for. Long laﬁtmg
flowers, bold beautiful blooms and the little things like
delicately variegated foi:age and the mtmﬂmg shape,
__.'texbure and aolourofa Ieaf - |
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Or womern

“30 minute fitness & weight loss centers”

(905) 702-0418
39 Main $t. S., Georgetown
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e ot | o kG| B Visit our website at www.curvesforwomen.com
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Membership is honored at over 3,000, Curves locations in 50 states, Canada & Europe
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