Learn to choose the right vehicle

ow do you decide just what
thpe of automobile is right for
you or your family?

First, you must learn the statistics of
different vehicles and make a list of which
features appeal to you most.

Here are some items to consider, cour-
tesy of www .familycar.com.

Cars usually come with three different
options, here are their differences:

* Front-wheel drive— A vehicle which
has most of its weight on the front wheels,
usually between 60 and 70 percent, so that
it tends to go straight, just like and arrow
where the weight is concentrated in the
arrowhead. On slippery surfaces, if you
give it too much gas in a turn, the front
wheels will spin, causing the car to skid
straight ahead.

Even an inattentive driver will imme-
diately realize there is a problem and let
up on the gas, quickly regaining control.
Most modern cars have front-wheel drive.

® Rear-wheel drive— Most | cars
over $40,000 have rear-wheel drive, as well
as all race cars and most performance-ori-
ented sports cars. Rear-wheel drive cars
have their weight distributed closer to
50/50 between the front and rear wheels,
which is conducive to a smoother, more
stable ride. This weight distribution allows
the car to have a greater maximum stop-
ping power. However, these of cars
are not as effective under slippery condi-
tions.

e All-wheel drive— The best traction
in adverse weather conditions can be
achieved with all-wheel drive vehicles.
These cars handle as well as, if not better
than many rear-drive cars and are as safe
and predictable during everyday driving
conditions as front-wheel drive cars. They
may, however be more expensive to pur-
chase and repair.
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We repair, restore, re-dye leather, plastic, vinyl & fabric
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Most cars purchased today are auto-
matic gear shift, however many people
prefer standard stick-shift vehicles because
they provide a greater sense of control.
While it is a matter of personal preference
there are some things to consider:

* A standard-shift car will usually
have a lower resale value. It is harder to
find a buyer for it.

* While most modern automatic trans-
missions are reliable, if they do break
down they could be expensive to repair.
On the other hand, clutch replacement on
a front-wheel drive car with a stick shift
can also be costly.

e All things being equal, a standard
shift car driven correctly will get a slightly
better gas mileage than an automatic. But
if you are a fast driver or are not methodi-
cal about shifting at the right time, then a
4-speed automatic will be more efficient.

One of your final major decisions is the
size of your vehicle. Do you have a large
family? Do you haul around a lot of stuff?
These are questions you have to ponder
before heading to the dealership.

* Minivans or station wagons— These
vehicles are ideal family cars. They usual-
ly seat a large number of people and have
plenty of room left over for stuff.

* Sport-utility vehicles— Many of
these are used for the same purposes as
minivans but owners prefer the unique
look these rugged vehicles have to offer.
They do have some disadvantages,
though, including a noisier, harder ride;
less interior space than a minivan; and
higher ground clearance which makes
them harder to climb into.

* Pickup truck — A basic pickup truck
can cost less than most inexpensive cars.
It is very light in the rear without a load

and, therefore, may not handle or stop
well in adverse weather conditions.
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AUTOS - classics, sports, family car interiors like new again
BOATS - runabouts to cruisers brought back stern to stern

COMMERCIAL SEATING - takes a beating. We restore all fabrics at real savings
AIRCRAFT - private planes to the biggest commercial interiors

Fibrenew restoration specialists restore carpets, seats, and complete interiors at low cost, to complete
satisfaction. Call today. See how we can save you money and save the day.

AVIATION |

» Seat Repairs, Recovering, Restyling

* Side Panels

*» Headliners

» Carpets

* Repair & Recover Plastics

« Burn test documents provided to far
exceed 25.853 specifications

AUTO

« Seat Repairs, Recovering, Restyling

* Custom Interiors

* Classic Restorations

* Convertible Tops

* Headliners

e Custom Covers

MARINE

* Seats

* [ops

* Covers

COMMERCIAL

* Seats Repaired, Recovered, Fabricated

* Restaurants, Lobbies, Offices
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Halton Peel. == Upholstery & Trim Specialists

Locally owned

and operated
since 1985

RESIDENTIAL

* Recover, Restyle, Repair

WE REPAIR

* Cigarette burns in leather, vinyl, fabric, carpet and
plastic

* Torn vinyl seats, consoles, door panels, armrests
and roofs

* Broken hard plastic and rubber bumpers

* Cracked dashes

WE DYE

» Leather seats, consoles and door panels

 Fabric seats (which remain soft after re-dying)

* Plastic mouldings

* Vinyl tops

e Carpets

* | eather furniture

WE DEODORIZE

e Tobacco odour

* Electrical fire residue odour

We are completely MOBILE
By appointment only
781 Main St. E., Unit 17, Milton, Ontario

Office 905-877-5150
Mobile 416-677-6410
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Hot! Hot! Hot!
INTRODUCING THE NEW
2003

PONTIAC VIBE|

‘e all know where the Vibe is
'coming from. You don’t have to
look very far to find the source of
the Vibe. It's all around you. This just might
be the first car that isn’t designed around a
chassis, but around the people who'll drive
lt whel‘e they re going and what they re

same—ald just doesn’t cut 11: Where you I|
find a long list of necessary innovations.
Like affordable all-wheel drive. Like an
interior that transforms into a giant car'gn
bay Like a regular 115-volt in-dash AC
 outlet. Like a lot of things in the all-new
- 2003 Pontiac Vlbe Vlbe AWD and Vibe GT.
Buﬂt fmr l":_:;"?ﬁ**"ers
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\We have E'SL' vehicles in stock now. One 5 sneéd
and one automatic - with full power package, air con-
ditioning and alumlnum rims.

Introductory Finance Rates of 3.9%

UP TO 48 MONTHS.

The 5 speed veh_iglze ﬁSﬁEkLS for $21 040
LEASE for $329.....
9 DOWN - 48 months/80, 000 km

Only 1st payment security deposit, gas tax, administration fee & licence
due on delivery.

Visit our NEW

PONTIAC
BUICK

~ WALLACEPONTIAC
BUICK CADILLAC LTD. =

_-...---...-H~...--

]'F]'“I T G
sl 801
MAIN ST. E.
MILTON
T e e e e N4 \__..,/ MON. - THURS.

POI\TI AC » BUICK » CADILLAC i

FRI. & SAT.
9:00 am - 6:00 PMm
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* PONTIAC » BUICK - CADILLAC e GMC - PONTIAC o BUICK ®

Cadittne

GMC




