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Editorial
Eves’ challenge

ith his first challenge now behind him, Ontario pre-

mier-elect Ernie Eves must focus his attention on an

even greater task: selling himself and his Progressive
Conservative party to an electorate thirsting for change.

Eves, with his second ballot win over Finance Minister Jim
Flaherty, appears to be well on the way to healing whatever rifts
there may have been in the Tory ranks. The fact other candidates,
Tony Clement and Elizabeth Witmer, threw their support behind
Eves after the first ballot indicates any hard feelings that may
have developed during the campaign for Mike Harris’ old job
were quickly forgotten.

For the Tories, it is in their best interest to quickly focus their
attention on the Liberals who, in the wake of Walkerton, a ner-
vous economy and an OPSEU strike, are smelling blood. Polls
indicate their Tories are running 10-15 percentage points behind |
the Liberals, despite the fact Liberal leader Dalton McGuinty
appears no more premier-like than he did during the last election
campaign.

The challenge for Eves is to continue with the heart of the Tory |
doctrine— tax cuts and offering business a friend— while show-
ing the province an Eves-led PC party is more willing to listen to
Harris antagonists— labour, teachers and nurses.

It’s a tricky line Eves will have to walk as he can’t be seen as
paying lip service to groups the Tories have alienated in the past.
Eves must also have workable plans to deal other issues that face
the province such as ensuring post-secondary institutions can
handle the double cohort of students expected this year, the doc- |
tor shortage and finding funds he’s promised for education and
the environment.

Eves has approximately 18 months to sell himself to Ontarians
or risk joining the late Frank Miller in the premier-for-a-minute bin. |
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The mayor says that she was
approached by some community mem-
bers with that daft request. What was
wrong with a polite “get lost”? She also
mentions a”staff member who already
had a heavy workload”, but yet they
have the time to discuss this asinine
project. Now they want to spend anoth-
er $12,000 for drawings and permits!

[ am writing this note as a thank you to
all who assisted me and my children at the
Georgetown Memorial Arena (free skate on
March 11).

My son had fallen face first on the ice
and broke one of his new front teeth. Moms
stopped to console him, assisted me with
finding the broken piece and finally assist- |
ed me to the dentist. He will have it looked
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Transportation for funding and con-
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