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Editoria

[ |
Sick of it all

or those out there who believe there is nothing wrong

with Ontario’s education system we direct you to

today’s front page story, Teacher payout blamed for
school board budget shortfall.

Halton District School Board business superintendent Carla
Kisko announced Wednesday the board is facing a $2.2 million
operating budget deficit for 2000-01, largely because the board
has to pay retiring teachers gratuities this year.

The gratuities have been part of the teachers’ negotiated
agreements for decades and is calculated by taking the num-
ber of sick days a teacher has saved over his/her career and
determining the value up to 50 per cent of one year’s salary.

Teachers are permitted 20 “sick days” over 10 months and
may bank them if unused. The average payout for a long time
teacher would be about $30,000. In Halton 150 teachers retired
last year.

While we recognize the fact the “sick days” concept has
been a negotiated part of the teachers’ package for years that
doesn’t mean we have to like it. Paying someone to be ill and
then allowing them to bank those days if they manage to stay
healthy is an idiotic idea. While we can understand union
negotiators grabbing this idea with both hands the govern-
ment/school boards who have, in the past, agreed to this
should have their heads examined. :

Think how many books, computers, equipment, etc. $30,000
can buy... and that’s only what we, the taxpayers, are paying
one retiring teacher!

While we're pleased to see the Halton board has stopped
the sick day practice with its elementary teachers, the board
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Dear editor,

Dear editor,

The Cooperative Program
Planning Committee (CPPC) would
like to thank all youths who came to
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the Community Open House at the
Georgetown Market Place recently.

Approximately 100 local youths
actively participated by completing
volunteer information passports in
order to gain a better understanding
of what youth volunteering oppor-
tunities are available in the commu-
nity. Youths who returned complet-
ed passports were entered in a draw
to win nine prizes.

The winners were: Amanda
Nielsen (Wonderland passes), Jesse
Modzelewski (manicure and hot tub
session), Jason McNede (leather wal-
let and teddy bear), Angela Feenstra
(leather manicure set-and teddy
bear), Rebecca McKenzie (T-shirt
and water bottle package), Matthew
Buxton (T-shirt and water bottle
package), Katie Stiehl (angel fig-
urine), Bryce Burrows (water bottle
and fingerboard package).

This was a great way for youth to
find out what types of volunteer

' positions are available to them that

are geared specifically towards their
interests. We want to say a big thank
you to the local organizations who

donated prizes: Boardtopia,
Downtown Spa and Relaxation
Centre, Hallmark, Halton Hills
Public Library, Halton Region
Health Department, Paramount
Canada’s Wonderland, the olde
Hide House and Willow Park
Ecology Centre.

Also, we would like to extend our
appreciation to The Independent &
Free Press. Without their continuous
support and thorough promotion of
our event, it would not have been as
successful as it was.

Some prizes have still not been
collected. If you have not yet picked
up your prize you may do so at the
Recreation and Parks Department
on the lower level of the Civic
Centre, 1 Halton Hills Dr.
(Georgetown) between 8:30 a.m-4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.

“Youth volunteers are not leaders
of tomorrow, not the hope of the
future— rather they are the leaders
of today and the future is now.”

Andrea Neilson,
Co-ordinator of Youth
Volunteer Services

At a time in this world when there is so much tur-

moil, it is nice to see that there are still some “nice”
young boys in our town.

[ would personally like to thank the four young

men who, on Monday, (Nov. 12) evening saved me
the job of hiring someone to come in and trim the
two maple trees that were planted in our front yard
last year— they were really starting to grow nicely.

By breaking one down to the ground, it will now

give the one you only broke in half a head start for
next year. I would also like to thank them for bend-
ing the lighted Christmas tree that is also in the front
yard. It does look much better with that slanted look
that you gave it while trying to steal it.

Had you been successful in stealing our lawn

ornaments, it would have saved me the trouble of
storing them in the non-Christmas months. And face
it, my children probably would not have missed the

lights anyway. What child looks forward to all that
nonsense that goes along with Christmas— the

ig

hts, Santa Claus and the spirit of giving?
So, I'm assuming, that you were trying to take the

reindeer and the trees to give to your parents.

The next time you decide to come by, knock on

my door. My husband would like to help you get
them out of the ground without damaging them for

you to give... in the Christmas spirit, of course.

Kim Marais, Georgetown
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